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Thame aims high with Alpha 

St Mary’s Church, Thame has decided to run the 
Alpha course continuously until the Millennium 
as part of their vision for ‘2,000 disciples for the 
year 2000’. Alpha, the course in Christian basics 
developed by Nicky Gumbel of Holy Trinity, 
Brompton in London, was given a trial run at St 
Mary’s Sunday evening services. Now that every- 
one in the congregation is familiar with the 
course, it will run three times a year for the next 
two years. Alpha will be held on Thursday 
evenings at the Thame Barns Centre near the 
church. Course administrator Derek Witchell 
said, *We believe God has called us to this work 
and that he will be faithful in bringing forward 
people who are searching for the truth.* 

(For more on the Millennium turn to page 10) 
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The Archdeacon of Berkshire will be consecrated Bishop of 
Buckingham in Southwark Cathedral on March 1 9 


The new Bishop of Buckingham is 
to be the Venerable Michael Hill, at 
present Archdeacon of Berkshire. 
He will be consecrated by the 
Archbishop of Canterbury in 
Southwark Cathedral on March 19. 

Mike Hill was born in Manchester 
in 1949. However, he is no stranger 
to Buckinghamshire. Following cura- 
cies in Croydon and Slough, he 
became Priest-in-charge and, in 
1983, Rector of Chesham Bois. Six 
years later he was appointed Rural 
Dean of Amersham. He was appoint- 
ed Archdeacon of Berkshire in 1992. 

He is married to Anthea and they * 
have five children: Naomi (21), | 
Charis(18), Nicholas(17), Alexa(14) % 
and Eleanor(ll). ‘Family life is very « 
important to me and to be the kind | 
of person who gives proper atten- <g 
tion to my wife and family is § 
important as a model for my col- £ 
leagues,’ he said. 

On the evangelical wing of the 
Church, one of Mike Hill’s priorities 
has been mission, particularly to 
those beyond the Church. He was 
for a time UK and European chair- 
man of the Willow Creek 
Association which is committed to 


making God more relevant to non- 
churchgoers. He has also written a 
book called Reaching the 
Unchurched and another about dis- 
cipleship for new Christians. 


The appointment was announced 
from No 10 Downing Street on 
December 16. At a press conference 
at St Mary’s, Aylesbury, Mike Hill 
said that he intended to take the 
historic role of the Bishop as a 
‘teacher of faith’ seriously and that 


he wanted to build up churches 
‘with a commitment to prayer, study 
and fasting which will produce 
Christians who are more like Christ’. 

In an article for The DOOR last 
year he wrote about the importance 
of focussing on transformed lives 
rather than on ‘endless committees 
and dated structures’: ‘The privilege 
and challenge of Christian disciple- 
ship is to co-operate with God in 
building His Kingdom. The best evi- 
dence for the life-transforming 
activity of the Holy Spirit is local 
Christian communities within 
which such transformation is evi- 
dent for all to see’. 

Mike Hill also spoke of the ‘awe- 
some task’ of following Colin 
Bennetts who is moving on to be 
Bishop of Coventry. ‘I am grateful to 
him for the wicket he has prepared 
for me to bat on’, he said. It was an 
excellent choice of words. The next 
Bishop of Buckingham once played 
for the Diocesan cricket team. He is 
a man who keeps his eye very firm- 
ly on the ball. 

New Archdeacons in Bucks and 
Berkshire turn to page 3. 
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Information 

Overload 

Can you identify with Penny Keens? She 
complains that far from making her life easier, a 
super-abundance of reports, meetings and 
‘vision statements’ is causing mental anguish. 



Bishop Frank at York Minster 

Frank Weston, the former Archdeacon of Oxford, was 
consecrated Bishop of Knaresborough at York Minster 
on December 3, 1997. Bishop Frank, who is pictured 
above with the Bishop of Ripon, the Right Revd David 
Young, said the consecration was ‘wonderful.* Among 
the gifts presented to the Bishop and his wife Fenny at 
a farewell party in Church House were a pair of candle 
holders with glass shades which will be ideal for the 
chapel they are building in one of the cellars of their 
new home in Leeds (another cellar will be used for 
storing wine!) Photograph: Yorkshire Evening Post 


God is Good for you! 

Researchers at the Dale University Medical Centre, 
North Carolina in the USA, claim to have discov- 
ered a link between religious observance and a 
healthy immune system. In a randomly-selected 
group of 1,727 elderly adults, it was found that 
60% of those who went to church were only half as 
likely as the rest to have weak immune systems. 

Dr Harold Koenig of the Medical Centre, said, 
‘People who have a strong faith and go to church 
are less depressed and less stressed.’ 

Our thanks to Derek Martin of Medmenham for bringing this 
story to our attention. It first appeared in The Times. 


HELP! Are any other 
parishes and deaneries 
out there - not to men- 
tion individuals - feeling 
crushed by the weight of 
paper emanating from 
General and Diocesa’n 
Synods? 

In Autumn 1997 
Reuter Business 

Information published 
the results of an indepen- 
dent, 
interna- 
tional 
survey 
that sug- 
gested 
‘an 

excess of information is 
strangling business and 
causing personnel to suf- 
fer mental anguish and 
physical illness’. 

I am suffering mental 
anguish. Since November 
1994, Seeds of Hope, The 
Five Marks of Mission, 
Working as One Body, 
Staying in the City, Youth a 
Part, At Home with other 
Faiths , the Review of 
Synodical Government, 
and the Proposed New 
Parish Share Scheme 
have been referred to 
PCCs and Deanery 
Synods for consideration. 
Mission in Work and 
Economic Life will arrive 
any day now. Issues of 
Human Sexuality lurks 
round the corner, (and I 
see in The DOOR that 
deaneries are invited to 
mount a ‘not Bognor’ day 


on March 19th: who will 
have the time?). The ref- 
erences all include a 
clause ‘to report back’ 
by’ a certain date and, if 
no reply is received, 
someone telephones or 
writes to extol the virtues 
of his or her special 
interest . . . 

Milton Keynes 

Deanery Synod had a 
good 
presen- 
tation 
on Youth 
a Part in 
summer 
1997. I 
don’t know that any 
parish took it up - all 
were busy with the Five 
Marks of Mission. The 
Deanery looked at Seeds 
of Hope in October, parish- 
es also have the Proposed 
New Parish Share 
Scheme and the Review 
of Synodical Government 
to respond to early this 
year. 

According to the 
Reuter survey, the conse- 
quences of the 
information glut include 
time-wasting, delaying 
important business deci- 
sions, distraction from 
job responsibilities, 
stress, job dis-satisfaction 
and even illness and the 
breakdown of personal 
relationships. 

There are two conse- 
quences of our own 
ecclesiastical informa- 


tion glut, I suggest. First 
there is insufficient time 
or energy to do more 
than briefly look at the 
Reports, in spite of the 
fact that considerable 
effort and money has 
been spent on their pro- 
duction. What happened 
to the Seven Propositions, 
Family Life, Good News in 
our Time, Vision and 
Priorities? Secondly, there 


is no space to consider 
vital interests of our own 
- in parish or deanery. 
HELP! 

Penny Keens is Lay Chairman 
of Milton Keynes Deanery 


If you have a 
strong point of 
view, wny not 
write and tell us 
about it? 


In my view 


by Penny Keens 



D r David Yorston decided that the command of Jesus to 
care for the needy meant leaving his Bristol neighbours 
and joining Christian Blind Mission’s work in Tanzania 
for four years. Twelve years on, he’s still sharing God’s love 
with his new African neighbours. 

As an ophthalmic consultant at Kikuyu Eye Hospital, 
Kenya, David is developing pioneering techniques, such 
as implanting artificial lenses made in India, to restore 
the vision of cataract patients. 

He travels around to operate on those who can’t reach 
_ ' \ 1 his hospital. And he trains eye surgeons and medical 
assistants to that specialist skills are passed on. 
■MM Our UK office opened last year, to let you know about 
mjUm^ David and the other 35 CBM specialists from the UK. 

With over 80 years’ experience, CBM is spearheading 
the fight against eye diseases and blindness. Our healthcare workers in 
Africa, Asia, Latin America and Eastern Europe now treat over 8.2 million 
eye patients of all ages every day. 

To find out more about CBM, return the form and we’ll send you our 
new information pack. Then decide whether to love a new neighbour by 
supporting our work. 

Christion Blind Mission 

Orwell House i=0 "T V7~ 

Cowley Rood V^vr rrfj ^ P 3 JVVl 

Cambridge CB4 4WY ChNStiail 

tSSSS. Blind Mission 

Christian Blind Mission is a Registered Charity dedicated to eye care the World over. Charity No. 1058162. 
International office: Zurich, Switzerland 


Please fickle relevant boxes aid complete your name and hi address in BLOCK CAPITALS. 

We do not pass on names and oddresses to any other organisation. 

Name Mr/ Mrs/Miss/Ms 


□ I would Kce to know more about the work of CBM; please send me your informahon pack. 
0 I would See to send a gtft now fa the work of CBM: 

□ (enclose my cheque for £ payable to (fcistm BUnd Mission 

□ Please debit my Visa / MasterCard Expiry dote / 


Return this form (no stamp required) to: 

Christian Blind Mission, FREEPOST ANG601 0, Orwei House, Cowley Rood, Cambridge CB4 4BU R 70 O 


Of 40 million 
blind people 
in the world, 
90% live in 
developing 
countries. 


Who is my neighbour? 





CHRISTIAN CONFERENCE CENTRE AND HOTEL 

Managed in association with Scripture Union, 

by Anthony and Janet Hal lam 

On the sunny south coast, a few minutes from sandy beaches 
and within easy reach of the New Forest 
Slavanka is ideal for Holidays for all members of the family. 
En-suites available, comfortable lounges, spacious dining 
room, resource room, games room, beach hut for rent. 
Come and enjoy Christian fellowship in beautiful surroundings. 

We are a non-smoking establishment. 

Please telephone, 01202 424151. fax 01202 421190 
or e-mail, Slavanka6BTIntemet.com for a brochure 



THE WAY OF LOVE 

“Be like Love for Love’s sake - be radiant even 
as Love is radiant, because Love is God and is 
of God in us, supreme in the absolute world and 
also in the relative world of our being - the 
omnipotent force in all the Universe ” 


SPIRITUAL AIMS AND IDEALS 

• The Order of the Cross is an informal Fellowship, having 
for its service in life the cultivation of the Spirit of Love 
towards all Souls; 

• Helping the weak and defending the defenceless and 
oppressed; 

• Abstaining from hurting the creatures, eschewing bloodshed 
and flesh-eating, and living on the pure foods so abundantly 
provided by nature; 

• Walking in the Mystic Way of Life, whose Path leads to the 
realization of the Christhood ; 

• And sending forth the Mystic Teachings unto all who may 
be able to receive them - those sacred interpretations of 
the Soul, the Christhood, and the Divine Love and Wisdom, 
for which the Order of the Cross stands. 

For further information and publications list, please contact 

THE ORDER OF THE CROSS (D) 10 DE VERE GARDENS. LONDON W8 5AE 

Telephone 0171 937 7012 E-mail GabnelBuist^compuservecom 

Internet httpj/wwwivujorg/bfdaoss 
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Diocese’s 

shake-up 


leadership 
is complete 


Twenty six years after David Goldie and Norman Russell were 
ordained together in Bristol, they will be installed as 
Archdeacons together at Christ Church Cathedral on May 2. 


The news came on January 12 
following one of the biggest ever 
shake-ups of the Oxford 
Diocese’s leading clergy. Canon 
David Goldie, Borough Dean of 
Milton Keynes is to be 
Archdeacon of Buckingham 
while Canon Norman Russell, 
Rector of Gerrards Cross and 
Rural Dean of Amersham will 
take over as Archdeacon of 
Berkshire. Canon Goldie 
replaces John Morrison who will 
be installed as Archdeacon of 
Oxford on April 4 and Norman 
Russell takes over from Mike 
Hill who will be the next Bishop 
of Buckingham (see front page 
story). 

David Goldie 

David Goldie was born in 
Glasgow and it was in Scotland 
that he had his first taste of ecu- 
menical ministry - ‘unity in 
diversity’ - which has been one 
of his driving passions. For nine 
years he served as a mission 
priest in Irvine New Town where 
the Anglican congregation 
‘shared* the Presbyterian 
church. In 1992, he and his wife, 
Rosemary and their three 
daughters moved to Milton 
Keynes where he became city 
centTe chaplain and later Vicar 
of Christ the Cornerstone. One 
of the new Vicar’s central tasks 
was the co-ordination of the 
building of the new City 
Church, the first purpose-built 
ecumenical church in Britain. 

Canon Goldie has been chair- 
man of the House of Clergy of 
the Diocesan Synod for six years 
and he is a member of General 
Synod. ‘I am really thrilled to be 


asked to do this new work: it 
means I can remain in Bucks 
and come to love more of it’, he 
said adding, T am looking for- 
ward very much to working 
with the new Bishop of 
Buckingham: I am pleased that 
he is nearly as new as me*. 

Norman Russell 

Norman Russell was born and 
brought up in Northern Ireland. 
He came to Cambridge to read 
mechanical sciences and then 
economics with a view to a 
career in international banking, g 
Instead he went to the London f 
College of Divinity to prepare | 
for ordination. J 

Four happy years in Bristol | 
were followed by a half-time 3 
post at Christ-Church | 
Cockfosters and the other half J 
at Middlesex Polytechnic chap- 
laincy where his colleagues 
included a Dutch Benedictine 
monk. He first came to 
Berkshire in 1977 as Rector of 
Harwell with Chilton. 

Canon Russell’s wife, Vicki, is 
a teacher whose late father was 
in the Polish Airforce. He 
escaped to Britain and arrived 
penniless, eventually command- 
ing an RAF bomber squadron. 
The Russells have two sons. 
Timothy (17) who is still at 
school and Edward ( 21 ) who is 
at King’s College, London and 
lives at the Salmon Youth cen- 
tre in Bermondsey where he is a 
youth leader. 

Though Norman Russell’s 
Gerrards Cross congregation is 
one of ‘the most privileged in 
the country’, he has communi- 
cated to them his own 



The new archdeacons 


David Goldie (above) is going 
to Bucks and Norman Russell 
to Berkshire 



enthusiasm for social issues 
and they were one of the first 
parishes to fund a full-time 
youth leader. 

His heart, he says, is in mis- 
sion and pastoral care. ‘I see a 
major part of my new role as 
helping clergy and parishes to 
find ways round those obstacles 
which frustrate Christian mis- 
sion. Equally important will be 
the pastoral care of the clergy 
and their families which 1 will 
share with Bishop Dominic.’ 

Mike Hill’s farewell service will be at 
St Mary’s, Reading on March I I at 
8pm. All are welcome. Contributions 
to a collection for him should be 
sent to Bishop Dominic’s address 
(see page 2) for the attention of his 
secretary, Rita Holden. Cheques 
should be made out to ‘the Bishop 
of Reading’s discretionary fund’. 


Our neighbours in Madagascar 

Women’s World Day of Prayer 

The Christian women of Madagascar have written the ser- 
vice for the Women’s World Day of Prayer on March 6 on 
the theme: ‘Who is my neighbour?’ 

Madagascar is a large island with 12.5 million people of 
Asian, Indonesian and African origin. Set in the Indian 
Ocean off the east coast of Africa, the island has a tropical 
climate and a unique flora and fauna which includes over 
1,000 species of orchid. The ring tailed lemur is perhaps its 
best-known indigenous animal. Despite the island’s beau- 
ty, however, 55% of the people live below the poverty line. 

In the introduction to their service, the women of 
Madagascar explain that they have a special word 
‘Fihavanana’ to describe the bond that extends beyond 
immediate family and through all their relationships. 
They say that Christ is at work in their country. 


Pope previews Oxford Choir's CD 


The 30-voice choir of 
Lincoln College, Oxford 
has brought out a record- 
ing of music celebrating 
the Virgin Mary. Called 
Magnificat: the Life of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary it was 
recorded in Exeter College 
Chapel and includes music 
for from four centuries 
and eight countries 
including Bruckner, 
Rachmaninov and Gorecki. 
On a tour of Italy last sum- 
mer, the choir was 


presented to Pope John 
Paul II on the steps of St 
Peter’s in Rome and sang 
Gorecki ’s Totus tuus sum, 
Maria, which was com- 
posed ten years previously 
to celebrate the Pope’s 
return to Poland. 

The recording is available 
price £13.99 for a CD; 
£8.50 for a cassette, from 
the Steward’s Office, 
Lincoln College, Oxford 
0X1 3DR. Tel: 01865 
279815. 


Please tell The DOOR about it 

The DOOR is produced by a part-time staff of two. 
We entirely depend on our readers for news stories. 
So do tell us when something exciting happens in your 
parish on 0 1 865 208227 or 208226. Please send us 
your parish magazines too. 


Springboard gets a flying 
new start in Abingdon 


The Archbishops’ initiative 
for evangelism, Spring- 
board, has moved its 
headquarters from 

Canterbury to Abingdon. 
The new offices in Old 
Station Yard in the town cen- 
tre were officially opened 
on December 5. Afterwards 
a reception was held at the 
Guildhall. Visitors included 
the Right Revd Colin 
Bennetts, the Bishop of 
Buckingham, one of 
Springboard’s chairmen 
and the Bishop of Reading, 
the Right Revd Dominic 
Walker who said ‘If 
Springboard can encourage 
ordinary people to gossip 
the Gospel, that will be an 
enormous help’. 

It was in 1992 that 
Springboard was launched. 
‘The fact that it is an initia- 
tive of the Archbishops of 
Canterbury and York has 
opened many doors for 
Springboard and underlined 
the importance the 
Archbishops attach to evan- 
gelism and mission’, said 
Martin Cavender, the 
Administrative Director. 
‘Springboard is not funded 
by the Church or by parish- 
es but by individuals and 
trusts with a heart for evan- 
gelism. It comes as a gift and 
a servant to the Church’, he 


said. Springboard has car- 
ried out over 900 events in 
the UK and abroad from 
street evangelism to major 
initiatives like the Cathedral 
prayer pilgrimage which, in 
1993, took in 42 cathedrals 
including Christ Church, 
Oxford. 

However, the Cathedral 
visit is not Springboard’s 
only link with the Oxford 
Diocese. In 1994 they led 
Thames Valley Alive, a giant 
ecumenical mission held 
simultaneously in 12 areas 
in and around Reading. For 
Springboard it was a pilot 
project which has been 
repeated in Cardiff. 

Abingdon was initially 
selected for Springboard’s 
new headquarters because 
of its central position. ‘The 
welcome from the Abingdon 
Churches has been over- 
whelming’ says Martin 
Cavender. ‘An evaluation of 
Springboard projects in its 
first five years showed that 
nearly half of those asked 
valued the way we work 
across the denominations 
more than anything else. 
This is the way they work in 
Abingdon. By the grace of 
God we find ourselves in a 
place which is already work- 
ing the way Springboard 
loves to work’ he concluded. 


New Year’s Honours 

Two officers in the Diocese 
have been recognised in the 
1998 New Year’s Honours 
List. The architect Alan 
Frost, who is the Oxford 
Diocesan Bells’ Adviser, has 
been made an LVO 
(Lieutenant of the Victorian 
Order), in recognition of his 
role as the architect in 
charge of the recent restora- 
tion of Windsor Castle. 

Dr Brian Smith CBE, who is 
Chairman of the Oxford 
Diocesan Buildings 
Committee, has received a 
knighthood for his contri- 
butions to industry. He is 
currently Chairman of 
Cable and Wireless and the 
British Airports Authority 
and also non-executive 
chairman of Hydron Ltd. Dr 
Smith is a member of the 
congregation of St Mary the 
Virgin, Hurley. 

College chaplain 
leaps for Uganda 

The chaplain of Trinity 
College, Oxford, the Revd 
Canon Trevor Williams, is 
making a sponsored para- 
chute jump this month to 
raise hinds for an expedi- 
tion to Uganda. 

Trevor Williams is taking 
six undergraduates to 
Kigezi, on the borders of 
Rwanda and Zaire, for six 
weeks this summer to help 
build a village health clinic 
for the Ugandan charity 
African International 
Christian Ministry (AICM). 
The money raised will go 
towards building materials, 
local labour and travel 
expenses. 

Besides health care, AICM’s 
other projects include adult 
literacy classes, vocational 
training for young people 
and an orphanage for chil- 
dren of AIDs victims. 

Trevor Williams, who is 59, 
said, ‘If you can see your 
way to supporting us in a 

hhih less fool- 
hardy 

manner, we 
would be 
very grate- 
ful!’ 


news in brief 

The new King’s Head Centre in Aylesbury 
is welcoming a group of Russian 
Christians on February 24. At 7pm they 
will describe their drug rehabilitation 
work in St Petersburg. For more informa- 
tion about the evening which includes a 
video and a buffet ring 01296 334590. 

St Andrew’s Bookshop is celebrating the 
50th anniversary of its St Clement’s shop 
in Oxford on February 15 with a service 
at 10.30am at St Clement’s Church con- 
ducted by the Revd Bruce Gillingham. 

Disability charity Leonard Cheshire is 
celebrating its Golden Jubilee with 
TEAbility - the idea is to raise money by 
holding tea parties any time until 
November. The person to raise the most 
will be treated to tea at the Ritz, a west 
end show and two nights B&B at St James 
Court Hotel. Details on 0171 828 1822. 

Atrocious weather two years running has 
left the Greenbelt Christian festival in 
serious financial difficulties. Supporters 
and the ‘Greenbelt Angels’ have kept it 
afloat but another £70,000 is needed 
urgently if the festival is to survive. Please 
pray for the Greenbelt Board and about 
giving financial help. All being well, the 
next Greenbelt is at Deene Park, Corby 
from August 28-31. Tel: 0151 651 1335. 

St Luke’s Church in Cowley Road, Oxford, 
built in the 1930s for workers at the 
Morris car factory, will be converted into 
a new County Record Office for 
Oxfordshire Archives, thanks to a 
Heritage Lottery Fund award of 
£2,246,000. 

Spring Harvest is at Minehead and 
Skegness for three weeks from April 4-19. 
Speakers this year will include the Revd 
Steve and Mrs Janet Gaukroger from 
Goldhill Baptist Church and Jude 
Levermore, youth worker and Reader 
from Ducklington. Details 01825 769111. 

The Anglican Missionary Society USPG 
has teamed up with auctioneers Phillips 
to raise money for its work. USPG sup- 
porters can take their antiques into any 
Phillips auction house for a free valua- 
tion and advice. Phillips - and hopefully 
their lucky customers! - will donate a 
percentage of their earnings to the chari- 
ty. Look out for an Antiques Appeal Day 
in the Diocese. 

Beat the Bounds and Help the Aged with 
a sponsored event this Ascensiontide. 
Ask for a Beating the Bounds Information 
Pack tel: 0171 253 0253. 


Certificate and 
Diploma in Christian 
Studies by distance 
learning 

An opportunity for you to... 

• discover more about Christian belief 

• explore the Bible and its message today 

• study at home, at your own pace. 


the Christian Studies Programme 


A choice of 26 Units in: 

Christian Living, Biblical Studies, 
Christian Belief, Church and Society 
and Ecumenism. 

Each Unit is accredited by the Open University 
Study Materials can also be used by local groups 

Apply now to begin in April 1998 

Send now for details of ihe Christian Studies Programme tos 

The Theology Office, Westminster College, 

FREEPOST, Oxford, 0X2 9BR 
Phone: 01865 253371 
Fax: 01865 201 197 


Westminster College 

A College of Higher Education 

in Oxford 



Weslminjter College serves society ihroug 
programmes m areas of education and ih 


g a range ol Higher educator 
Registered chanty no. 309672 
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Bishop Anthony goes to market 

The Bishop of Dorchester, fhe Rt Revd Dr Anthony Russell, visited 
meat markets in Banbury and Smithfield in London recently to 
express both concern and solidarity for the farming community fol- 
lowing a ban on the sale of beef on the bone 


The Bishop, who lives near Banbury 
and comes from a local farming 
family, is aware that the Church is 
very often the only caring structure 
left in many rural areas, and has an 
important role to play in support- 
ing the farming community. 

‘Farming is the principal eco- 
nomic activity of rural life. Its 
activities still shape much of what 
we see and enjoy in the country- 
side,* said the Bishop. ‘The Church 
is concerned for farmers and their 
families at this difficult time, and 
we want to offer our support for 
them in this crisis.’ 

Dr Russell is worried that the 
ban on selling beef on the bone may 
be the final straw for many farmers. 
Already under stress from falling 
prices, and the widespread changes 


to working practices imposed under 
the Common Agricultural Policy, 
the continuing uncertainty about 
BSE will further undermine the 
family farm. With bankruptcy and 
a high suicide rate already affecting 
the industry, the Bishop believes we 
could see a way bf life irrevocably 
altered, with management of the 
countryside left to large corporate 
agri-businesses in future. 

The Bishop was formerly Director 
of the rural chaplaincy centre at 
the Royal Showground. He visited 
the markets in the company of the 
Director of the Rural Stress 
Information Network, the Revd Nick 
Read and members of the Churches’ 
Farming Forum in Oxfordshire. 

See also From the Bishop page 10. 


Maidenhead Deanery learns 
how to make Muslim friends 

A deanery grant is enabling people in the Maidenhead 
Deanery to take part in a course on Islam. The money, 
which represents 2% of their deanery share, was made 
available to deaneries by Diocesan Synod for new projects 
which involve either outreach or youth work. 

The course is called ‘The Cross and the Crescent’. It 
offers a unique insight into the culture and beliefs of 
Muslim people, and has been devised by Norman and 
Denise Critchell of the Salem Project. The Critchells, who 
live in Slough and have many Muslim friends, believe that 
it is not possible to share our Christian beliefs unless we 
understand and respect the cultural traditions of Islam. 
And it may come as a surprise to many Christians to find 
that Jesus and the Virgin Mary feature in the Koran. 

Delegates who have already taken part in the course 
found it very enlightening: ‘It opened our eyes’ and ‘Very 
enjoyable’ were typical comments; while one primary 
school teacher, who thought she was already well versed in 
Islam, said the course had made a major difference in her 
work. 

Maidenhead Deanery will next be holding the Cross 
and Crescent Course from April 30 and from May 8. Church 
members in the Maidenhead Deanery interested in taking 
part should contact Peter Lee on 01628 823438. 



Nine-year old Mary Thrift joined in the 
Children’s Society celebrations of 250 years 
of the Christingle at Dorchester Abbey last 
December. Photo: Frank Blackwell 


When the 
press were in 
the dog-house 

Newspaper accounts of the November 
General Synod may have caused you to won- 
der whether members had taken leave of 
their senses altogether. They led the 
Secretary General to make a statement 
expressing members’ anger at the damag- 
ing distortion of the reports. 

Unity with Methodists 

Synod debated our response to an invita- 
tion by the Methodists to renew talks about 
union between our two churches. We 
recalled the damaging failure of talks in 
1969 and 1972 and agreed that this time 
there should be a more cautious approach, 
recognising the very considerable difficul- 
ties that divided the two churches. Formal 
conversations will soon be opened. 

Church structures 

The revision of the draft National 
Institutions Measure, to set up the 
Archbishops Council, and to alter the mem- 
bership and powers of the Church 
Commissioners means that the 
Archbishops’ Council is likely now to con- 
sist of 19 members, ten of whom would be 
elected by the Houses of Bishops, Clergy, 
and Laity respectively and the other nine 


would be appointed subject to the agree- 
ment of the Synod. The Church 
Commissioners had consisted of 95 
trustees, and the Turnbull Report had rec- 
ommended there should be 15, but the 
compromise was 33 members, including 
the senior members of the Government as 
before to represent the interests of Parlia- 
ment to whom the Church Commissioners 
are responsible. 

There was some anxiety about centralisa- 
tion of power in the hands of the new 
Council, but it was stressed that we must 
trust the Archbishops, and the Council 
would have a majority of elected as opposed 

General Synod Report 


by David Wright 


to appointed members. The Measure will 
come back for final approval in February. 

Secondly, we received the report of the 
Bridge Commission into Synodical 
Government. This recommended that dean- 
ery synods should no longer be a tier in the 
synodical pyramid, and that General Synod 
should be reduced in size by about a third, 
with the special constituencies of deans 
and provosts, archdeacons, and universi- 
ties, being abolished. It was clear from the 
start that the Report was deeply unpopular, 
though a proposal to sink it there and then 
was defeated. It will now be considered in 
Dioceses and Deaneries. 


Liturgy revision 

An increasing amount of the Synod’s agen- 
da is taken up with liturgy as we approach 
the year 2000 when the ASB will cease to be 
authorised. It is intended that mostly it will 
be a Tight revision*; but there is a need to 
recognise the limitations of the major revi- 
sion carried out in the 1960s in the light of 
experience and cultural changes. 

The process of revision is in the hands of 
the Liturgical Commission, though Synod 
is entitled to make suggestions, and most 
of our time was spent on approving the ini- 
tiation services, and consideration of the 
Eucharist. When completed, the services 
will be produced in a ‘family of volumes’ 
under the title Common Worship, and will be 
available both in print as books and on CD- 
ROM for computers. 

Common Worship will contain both BCP and 
the Alternate Services in the same volume, 
but will have only lectionary references 
rather than setting out the Holy 
Communion readings in full. 

The Church and Society 

The Lichfield Diocesan Motion asked for 
consideration of ethical guidelines relating 
to human fertilisation. Synod decided that 
IVF should not be used in a casual manner, 
but agreed that while marriage was the 
ideal context for the procreation and rear- 
ing of children, those who are married in 
all but name should not be denied the pro- 
cedure. 

Finally, Synod was asked to consider the 
position of asylum seekers. The attention of 
the government was drawn to the 55,000 


asylum seekers who are awaiting a decision 
as to their destiny, held as though prisoners 
without trial, and often for considerable 
periods. The motion asked for a fairer, and 
faster system, and a law which was humane 
and non-discriminatory. Dr Anna Thomas- 
Betts (Oxford Diocese), who is a visitor at 
the refugee centre at Kidlington, played a 
major part in the debate. 

David Wright is a member of General Synod , a 
Reader at St Andrew’s Church, Oxford and a 
retired solicitor. 


Prayer for Homelessness 
Sunday, on February I 

To those of us who are 
without a home, give justice 
and a voice for justice. 

To those of us who are housed;, 
give a homeless spirit that 
will not be at rest until all 
have their rightful place in 
God’s new community. Amen 

Homelessness Sunday is organised by the 
Churches National Housing Coalition 
and the Catholic Housing Aid Society. On 
February 1, you are asked to pray for all 
who are homeless and all who work with 
them. 

Choirs and choir members are invited to 
join in a performance of The Messiah on 
February 1 at 3.15pm at Christ Church, 
Reading. 

Contact Lorraine Atkins on 0118 9317250. 


A Prayer Walk around Northern Ireland 

Young People 
on a journey together 
Praying together 

and giving expression to 
their desire 
that God's heart for 

Reconciliation, Unity & Peace 

5th July - 29th August 1998 be manifest in this land 

You can participate - 

If you are between 16 and 25, by 
walking, as an individual or as part of 
a group, some or all of the journey; or 
As a church, fellowship, group or individual by 
giving prayer support. 

Want to know more? Then contact us - 
Write: The Rec Walk, 5a Old Kenlis Street 

Banbride, Co. Down BT32 3BD, N. Ireland 
Phone: (018206) 27927 Fax (018206) 62936 
Email: RecWalkNI@aol.com 




City of Bath 

VMCA 


SHORT BREAKS IN THE HERITAGE CITY 
Ideal for families, Church or Youth groups 


City of Bath 



* Central location 

* Budget Accommodation 

* Health and Fitness Suite 

* Sports Hall 

* Chapel 

* Meetings and games rooms 

* Open all year including Christmas 


Full details from 

City of Bath YMCA, International House, 
Broad Street Place, Bath BA1 5LH 
(01225)460471 Fax:(01225)462065 



Bible Studies 

by Roger Price 

explaining fundamental 

CCF 

tapes 

principles in a 
straightforward maimer 




TO ADVERTISE TELEPHONE 
MW HOLDEN ON 0186$ 24920$ 


“x: 


CCF TAPES 

30 Crescent Road, Bognor Regis, 
West Sussex P02 1 1QG 
Tel/Fax: 01243 862621 


CORRYMEELA 

SUNDAY 

15th March, 1998 

AN ECUMENTICAL SERVICE OF 
PRAYER FOR NORTHERN IRELAND 
AND THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORK 
OF THE CORRYMEELA COMMUNITY 
Preacher: 

The Rt Revd Dominic Walker OGS 
Bishop of Reading & Patron of 
Corrymeela Link 
Service toi be held at: 

DOUAI ABBEY 
Upper Woolhampton, Reading, 
Berks RG7 5TQ at 4.00pm 

Lead by: The Rt Revd Finbar Kealy OSB 
Abbot of Douai 

For further information contact 
CORRYMEELA LINK 
PO Box 118 Reading, 

Berkshire RG1 1SL 
Tel/Fax: 

Reading 
(0118) 958 9800 








THE DOOR 


god in the life . 5 


A Preacher born 

God in the Life of Keith Weston 


^ I had been brought up to love God but it wasn’t 
w until I was 11 that I really came to understand 
what the cross was all about. My brothers and I 
were at a Scripture Union camp in Branscombe in 
Devon. At one of the evening meetings the speaker 
was explaining that Jesus had died on the cross and 
that he had died for us and in our place, and the offer 
of our salvation and eternal well-being came as a 
result of that. I remember saying to myself very clearly 
as I sat in that tent, ‘Why have I never seen that 
before?’ I’d been taught it and brought up with it but 
I’d never grasped it, and it was then, I think, that I 
became a Christian. 

I went into the army already thinking about ordina- 
tion and while I was in Italy I approached the Director 
of Service Ordination Candidates who became, 
strangely enough, the Dean of Trinity Hall, Cambridge 
which was the college I went to. 

I owe a lot to the first vicar I had at Christ Church, 
Weston-Super-Mare - the Revd Richard Coates. He was 
an Irishman from Dublin who was twice superinten- 
dent of the Irish Church Mission and a great expert in 
doctrinal matters. More particularly, he was the sort 
of man who could tell me off roundly when I did 
something wrong, but it only made us better friends. 
Every Thursday after parish Bible study - this was 
before I was married - we would stand on the street 
corner and put the world to rights for hours. 

I have happy memories of the church in Cheltenham 
which was a tiny little wooden hut on a vast, vast 
housing estate. That was the busiest time. We were 


Canon Keith Weston, who is now retired, was edu- 
cated at Merchant Taylors School, London and 
baptised, confirmed and married at Emmanuel 
Church, Northwood. He served in the Royal 
Artillery from 1944 - 49 in Italy and Palestine. On 
his return he trained for the ministry at Trinity 
Hall and Ridley Hall, Cambridge and served in 
Weston-super-Mare, Cheltenham and Clevedon 
before becoming Rector of St Ebbe’s, Oxford 1964- 
1985. He was a member of General Synod for ten 
years, and Director of Ordinands in the Diocese of 
Norwich 1985-1991. Keith Weston has been a 
speaker at the Keswick Convention from 1971 and 
its Chairman for three years until 1996. Overseas 
conventions have taken him to EgyptrKenya, India, 
Chile, Australia and Japan. Keith and Margaret 
married in 1954 and have four children - Stephen 
(Vicar of Chipping Norton), Paul (Vice Principal of 
Oak Hill College), Ruth (vicar’s wife in Streatham) 
and Mary (Deputy Head in Oxford) - and seven 
grandchildren. 

Interview by Venetia Horton . 


newly married and the children were being born. We 
have some lovely friends from that time. 

I first spoke at the Keswick Convention in 1971 and 
have been asked back every year since. Keswick is not 
evangelistic. It’s a meeting for Christians to give them 
time to think and pray. Missionaries who enjoyed it 
would go back to the mission field and as a result I 
have been invited to preach all over the world. 

I don’t enjoy the travelling around. You are constantly 
packing and unpacking and you hardly rub shoulders 
.with anyone who is not a Christian. But I love the 
preaching. I could do it till the cows come home. That 
really was my motivation for getting ordained. 

When you retire the day is very unhurried, so 
Margaret and I always have an unhurried time to read 
the Bible together in the morning. Even when the 
children were small, we read at the breakfast table 
and prayed and as they grew up we encouraged them 
to join in. 

A wonderful way to die 

This time last year (December 11) I was having a car- 
. diac arrest and I can honestly say it was a horrible 
experience. I began to feel faint and sort of collapse 
and the ‘screen’ went white. And then I was miles 
away - but it’s nothing to be afraid of. I said to 
Margaret - poor Margaret, what she went through - 1 
said, you know darling, that’s a very easy way to die. I 
wouldn’t want a painful death because I am a funk as 
far as pain is concerned, but to die in hospital that 
way would be wonderful. 

I understand that everybody who is seriously ill finds 
it very difficult to pray. I had a chat with the hospital 
chaplain about it and she said, ‘Don’t worry about 
that. You get better and we’ll do the praying.’ 

But what I found so valuable, and like pure gold were 
the things which had been part and parcel of my 
churchmanship, - words which are so easy to run off 
the tongue, but say exactly what you ought to be say- 
ing. For example: ‘Lighten our darkness, we beseech 
thee O Lord: and . . . defend us from all perils and dan- 
gers of this night,’ and I remember thinking, gosh, am 
I going to be here in the morning? 

I think one of the difficulties of being an old person 
even when you have been a Christian all your life, is 
that you do begin to entertain doubts. It is as though 
Satan keeps these nasty temptations for people in the 
end. I can’t say I had that in hospital. It was rather the 
reverse. Two days after my cardiac arrest I met the girl 
who’d used the defibrillator and naughtily I said to 
her, ‘Ah, you’re the girl who kept me out of heaven!* It 
was an unkind thing to say really, but that was how I 
felt - do you know, I could have been in heaven! 

The Church of England is my spiritual home. I’ve been 
brought up in it, and it runs in my bloodstream, and I 



love it with all its warts. It’s not going to affect me if 
some maverick bishop says he does or does not believe 
in something; but if it became official Church of 
England teaching that actually Jesus is not what we 
thought he was - the unique Saviour of the world; 
and if you are going to say that Jesus* own claim, ‘I 
am the way, the truth, the life; no one comes to the 
Father but by me,* is nonsense, then I would have to 
say that I don’t think the Church of England is the 
place for me. 

Feeble thinking in the Church 

What does worry me is the feeble thinking on the part 
of a lot of our church leadership, especially on homo- 
sexuality and interfaith matters. Of the two, I think 
the interfaith question is the more serious. It’s very 
popular these days to say that if you are an 
Englishman, Christianity probably suits you, but if 
you are an Indian what you need is Hinduism or if you 
are an Arab you need to be a Muslim. This sort of 
supermarket attitude to faith is so dangerous it could 
destroy the Church. 

When I was Director of Ordinands, the first thing I 
asked candidates was ‘Look, search your heart and tell 
me, do you really love God? Secondly, search your 
heart and tell me, do you love people, because you’ll 
spend your life amongst them. If you can’t stand them 
you’re not for the ministry. And thirdly, do you love 
the Gospel? Because that’s what you’re committed to 
preach. And if you haven’t understood it or don’t love 
your Bible, don’t come this way.* But of course the 
vital thing is not whether you are Church of England 
or Methodist or Church of Rome but whether you 
know the Lord personally as your Lord and your A 
Saviour - all the rest follows. ^ 
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MISSIONARY INSTITUTE LONDON 


Personal and Community 
Renewal Programme 

A one/two-semester programme, preferably 
residential, that focuses on personal renewal 
but it is also a basic introduction and 
preparation for ministry. 

It offers the option to join a very international 
body of students in taking courses of one's 
choice either for credit or simply as auditors. 

Mission Renewal Course 

A two-month residential course ( October - 
November) aimed at personal renewal and 
updating and offered to both experienced 
missionaries as well as women and men 
getting ready for their first missionary 
experience. 


Missionary Institute, 
London 

Hotcoimb* House, The Ridgeway, 
London NW7 4MY 
Tel: 0181-906 1893 
Fa*: 0181-906 4937 
E-mail: miMftvtdx.ac.ult. 
Registered Charity No . 269713 


MA in Applied Theology 

(Peace & Justice) 

(Mission Studies) 

Validated by Middlesex University, a three 
semester full-time or five semester part-time 
programme, designed for those who feet the 
need to respond creatively to the challenges 
posed by an increasingly violent and 
oppressive culture to the Gospel of Peace & 
Justice. 

Entry points: September & February. 

BA (Hons) Theology for Ministry 

A three-year course, valided by Middlesex 
University, to equip women and men for 
pastoral ministry and mission in today's 
Church. 

Diploma in Missiology 

A one/two-year programme - validated by 
Middlesex University - designed to prepare 
priests, religious women and men, lay mission 
associates etc., for their task and to increase the 
missionary awareness and commitment of 
those involved, in other pastoral 
ministries in the UK or other 
countries. 
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TO ADVERTISE TELEPHONE 
PAVIP HOLDEN ON 01865 249205 


SCOTLAND - ISLE OF MULL -2^ Hours Glasgow 
HOLIDAY AT 

THE DOOR TRUST CHRISTIAN CENTRE 

A- A j l Secluded, warm, comfortable 
1 hHi ° Nfcf \ house in wonderful scenery. 

I | H f Eagles, otters, deer, puffins etc 

Sleeps 6-8 

4 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, 2 
public rooms. Extensive 
Christian library of 2500 books and tapes. Ideal for all the 
family. Plenty to £01 a fortnight 

'Contact Morgan, Tigh-na-Drochaid, SALEN, Aids 
Isle of Mull, Argyll PA72 6JB Tel /fax 01680 300536 
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Bible Study Booklets 

| The Open Bible Trust publishes small study booklets in I 
j an easy-to-read format. These inexpensive booklets cover 
! a range of subjects from the patriarchs of Genesis to the 
1 mark of the Beast in Revelation. Special attention is paid 
to Paul’s letters and some of the most difficult passages of \ 
' the Bible are tackled, 
j For a catalogue of all our commentary and study resources, I 
| plus free samples of our literature (including Search | 

] magazine) please write, phone, fax or e-mail: 

The Open Bible Trust (Dept. B), 

“Bethany”, Tresta, Shetland, ZE2 9LT 
Tel/Fax 01595 810434 
e-mail skeld.startf^zetnet.co.uk 


St. George's Chapel 
Windsor Castle 

l.A.P.S. C.S.A. 


VOICE TRIALS 

Saturday 7th February. 1998 

An audition for potential boy Choristers aged 
between 6 3l 4 a nd 9 years for entry in 
September 1998 . 

Choristers sing in the Queen's Free Chapel of 
St. George and become boarders at St. 
George’s School, an I APS school with a high 
academic and musical record. 
Choristerships are worth half the School Fees 


OPEN MORNING 

Saturday 24th January 1998 lOuni - 1.00pm 




Mil IJJ. IJ.i I’ 




For further details please 
contact: 

The Reid. Roger Marsh 
Head Master 

St. George's School W indsor 
Castle Berkshire, SU IQF 
Tel: 01753 865553 
Fax: 01753 842093 
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A Providing love , laughter 

mBa & opportunity 

Nearly 2000 children with disabilities will share in the 
42nd Annual HCPT pilgrimage to Lourdes this Easter 1998. 


The cost of sending a disabled child to Lourdes is high 
- sponsorship for 1 998 is £ 425 - but your financial 
support will enable a child with a disability to enjoy a 
pilgrimage holiday of a lifetime. 

Up to 1 OOO adults u>ith a disability will also stay at 
our residential centre. Hosanna House, situated at the 
foot of the Pyrenees for a week's pilgrimage holiday 
during the 1998 season. 

Your support is greatly appreciated and 
we wish you all a 
Peaceful New Year 


PILGRIMAGE TRUST - 1 

Cheques made payable to HCPT&HHT 
ACCESS / VISA / CAF 

FTTJ1 
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Kxpiry Date / / 


Name (Rev / Mr / Mrs / Miss ) 

Address Post Code 

HCPT & Hosanna House Trust, 100 A High Street, Banstead, Surrey SM7 2RB 

■■■■ Registered Charity No 281074 Registered in England as a Company 

Limited by Guarantee No 1095198 


THE TRADITIONAL CHURCH OF ENGLAND 


Enquiries are welcomed from Clergy & Laity. 

We publish: THE HERALD: a bi-monthly Newsletter for 
Traditional Anglicans; THE GUILD OF ST. ANDREW: 
provides fellowship for isolated traditionalists through its 
Bible Study Notes and suggested Order for 
household devotions. 

THE ORDER OF THE SACRED ADVENT: is a 

dispersed Benedictine Order for Clergy, Laymen & 
women with a ministry of prayer and service to the TCE. 
Full details of Membership and TCE congregations 
are available from: 

The Rt. Revd. L. John Whiting, 

1 King Edward Avenue, Worthing, W. Sussex 
BN14 8DB. Telephone or Fax: 01903 237315 


TRADITIONAL BELIEF-WORSHIP-VALUES-MINISTRY 


mm 


A Christening or Birthday 
Present or just for you. 

ICONS 

HANDtPAINTED to order 
BY THE TRADITIONAL METHOD 
AT VERY REASONABLE PRICES 

Tel: 01865 340548 


ALL SOULS 
ORCHESTRA 


ASO 


All Souls Orchestra 

1998 EVENTS 

28th February 

PROM PRAISE Bristol Colston Hall 

21st March 

PROM PRIASE London Royal Albert Hall 

13th June 

Summer Event with special 

guest artist (venue to be confirmed) 

1st - 11th August 
PROM PRIASE tour of Scotland 
24th October 
Charity Concert for 

‘Send a Cow’ (venue to be confirmed) 

14th November 

PROM PRAISE Brussels Cathedral 

19th December 

CHRISTMAS Westminster 

PRAISE London Central Hall 

For further details contact Langham Arts 

0171 935 7246 


Protect your home with 


ON-LINE BIBLE FOR PC & MAC 

8 versions of the Bible. 644,000 cross references. Thompson’s chain 
reference. Maps and Charts. Matthew Henry's 10 million word and Gills 
Commentaries. Greek and Hebrew Lexicon keyed with Strong's 
Numbers. 24 foreign language versions and many other features. 

AMAZING LOW PRICE ONLY £30 ♦ £10 
NIV Add-on and £1.50 p+p FAO Mari of Barbara at 01637 875114 
NCC Bookstall, Newquay Christian Centre, Seymour Avenue, 
Newquay, Cornwall TR7 1BL 



When it comes to insurance we know a thing or two. Established in 1 891 
and now one of the UK's leading Church insurers Congregational & General 
has been providing security and peace of mind for over a century. 

You CAN protect your home with a company that really understands 
insurance and cares about its customers. 


Publish Your Book 

M New and M 

Pen Press 

m established authors^ 

Church House (Dept DOX) 

m invited to submit m 

Portland Avenue 

m manuscripts. ■ 

m All subjects ■ 

i London N16 6HJ 

m considered. 1 

V Tel. No. 0171 607 0517 

A Fax No. 0171 607 9099 
® www.interreach.com/penpress 

Complete Service Under One Umbrella 



<CD> ini 1L u. ini <e> BBe 
1E» iLlb»ll<o 

NEW RELEASES 


For MACINTOSH 2.52 
CD ROM wilh NIV, NKIV, 
NRSV and NASB £60 

Standard wilh non-copyright 
material £30 

For PC 

Windows CD ROM Version 7 
Standard * £30 

with cither NIV or NASB £40 
with both £50 

State whether Windows or 
Windows 95 i 


For further information contact: 

Online Bible Foundation, 

12 Birk field Place, 

Carluke 
ML8 4PZ 

Tel. (01555) 752943 

email 1 00674. 2270(«coni puscrve.com 

Registered Charily No SC023693 
Online Bible foundation exists lo 
provide the word of (iod in computer 
form. 


Home Choice offers you 

• NIL standard excess for buildings * • Choose from Buildings only or combined with Contents 

• No claims bonus worth up to - 20% after 4 years rewarding valued customers 
• Age discounts for policyholders 55 years old and over 

PLUS 

• Free helpline for home emergencies and legal advice so you can get immediate action 

• Quick response broken glass and frame replacement 

For a free Home Choice quotation call your insurance adviser 
or phone Mandy Smith on 01274 700700 

A range of products to meet your needs 

Congregational & General also provide Church Insurance, 
as well as insurance for your business - call now for more details. 

iimi 

Congregational 

I S' General 

INSURANCE PLC 



CAN YOU SPARE SOME TIME FOR HOMELESS 
AND BADLY HOUSED PEOPLE... 


SHELTER'S HOUSE TO 
HOUSE COLLECTION 


SAT 7th THROUGH SUN 15th MARCH, 1998 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED . 

Shelter is the UK's largest registered charity working on 
behalf of homeless and badly housed people. Shelter 
was set up by a group of church housing trusts in 1 966 
to provide practical solutions, to raise and harness the 
public's conscience and to campaign for a fairer housing 
system. 

WE NE5 P YQUR HELP 

Each year during Shelter Week we ask volunteers to help 
us raise desperately needed funds through House to 
House collecting. Any time you can spare, even a few 
hours, could make a big difference to those people who 
come to us for help every day of the year. Can you 
distribute and retrieve envelopes in your local area? We 
will provide you with all the collecting materials you need, 
simply complete and detach the coupon and return it to 
me at the freepost address below ASAP. 

"SHELTERTiOUSE ToTiOuTe^OLLECTION" 

PLEASE RETURN TO: FIONA HEAD, SHELTER, 
FREEPOST, LONDON EC1B 1ND 
I would like to volunteer for Shelter's House to House Collection 

NAME: ' 

ADDRESS: 


Integrity in Insurance since 1891 



POSTCODE: 

TEL NO. HOME (INC STD) 

Please let us know the street and postcode you wish to collect in 
if different from above 


^eg^sterecU^iarjt^numb^ 
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Learning for life 

Whether they live in Paris, Washington or Oxford, parents are discontented with the 
education system, says the Revd David Barton, Senior Schools Adviser for the 
Diocesan Board of Education. Schools which draw their values from the Christian 
gospel have something important to offer our society 


Education, education, education. Mantra of the elec- 
tion campaign, constant debating point for 
politicians, and, rather more down-to-earth, focus of 
anxiety for many parents. A friend, travelling in 
America and Europe recently discovered a similar 
story there. It seems that western society as a whole 
is alternately anxious about and discontented with 
its education system. 

There are many aspects to this anxiety, but the one 
that will most concern the churches will centre round 
values, and the passing on, from one generation to 
another, of crucial bits of knowledge about our 
Christian inheritance. 

How can we, as adults, convey to children and 
young people - whether they are from a Christian 
family or not - the central ideas of the Christian faith, 
and the conduct and attitudes that we believe to be of 
such crucial importance? Part of the answer to this 
lies in the home, part in the parish church, but some 
of the answer lies within the education system, and 
within the schools that are closely associated with the 
Church by their foundation - the church schools. 

Church schools are popular 

Within the state maintained system church schools 
still retain certain privileges. Their worship can be 
conducted in accordance with the Christian faith. In 
aided schools the religious education (RE) can also be 
determined by the governors. In aided schools the 
church has a majority on the governing body, in con- 
trolled schools the church is in a minority, but 
nevertheless an important influence. 

In recent years^hurch schools have proved to be 
•popular with parents. They seem to have done well in 
all the performance table measurements that regular- 
ly fill our newspapers. Many parents aspire for their 
children to have the values they see at the heart of the 
church school. But it is important to be clear that 
church schools are not ‘better’ than the county schools 
with whom they are partners. 

What matters about a church school is that it 
should be able to draw inspiration for its values from 
the Christian gospel. Values are implicit in every 
school, whatever its foundation. For the community of 
children and teachers in a church school there is, 
either overtly or implicitly, a reference back to the 
Christian faith for understanding the way in which 
they, as a community, should operate. 

A number of years ago, when I was the head of a 
multi-cultural church school in London, we found 
ourselves facing a growing number of incidents of 
racism both in the community and within the school 


itself. It was hard to do anything about the racism we 
met on the streets, but we could do something in the 
school. And for us the reason for doing so was a pow- 
erful one: each of us is made in the image of God. 
Racism was, and is, an offence that cannot be tolerat- 
ed. Our subsequent policy and practice grew from 
this. The county school not far away also faced a simi- 
* lar problem. They began from a more secular stand 
point, though I don’t think our final policies looked 
very different. But it mattered that our beginnings 
were from different places. 

There is nothing easy about being an institution 
which attempts to set up values that are, as those 
were, counter to those in the community outside. 
Running schools, for heads and governors, is hard 
enough. Running a church school in a society such as 
ours is sometimes very difficult. 

The Diocesan Board of Education is responsible for 
supporting such schools. On behalf of the Diocese its 
officers offer a range of services: governor training, 
advice to governors on appointments, management 
advice, training in RE and the leading of worship, cru- 
cial advice about buildings. Through it all the pastoral 
care of heads and teachers is a significant and vital 
task. If we are to continue to have church schools we 


cannot neglect the professionalism implied by the 
ljnk between school and Diocese. 

Together we are engaged in something vitally 
important: helping to shape the attitudes and view- 
points of children and young people, so that, as 
individuals within a community they begin to realise 
something of their own giftedness, and their potential 
as children of God. There are 279 church schools in 
the Diocese. They need the support of our prayers. But 
we should all be proud of them too for the significant 
work that they do. 



Children at North Hinksey Primary School and the 
'stained glass window’ they made after a visit to their 
local church, St Lawrence’s 


Schools in the Oxford Diocese 



Primary 


Secondary 


Totals 


CE 

RC 

County* 

CE 

RC 

County* 

Total 

Bracknell 

7 

2 

24 

1 


5 

39 

Reading 

4 

4 

31 



8 

47 

Slotigh 

2 

4 

25 

1 

2 

8 

42 

West 








Berkshire 

31 

3 

34 



10 

78 

Windsor & 








Maidenhead 

21 ' 

4 

21 

3.5 

0.5 

10 

60 

Wokingham 

15 

2 

37 

1 


9 

64 

Buckinghamshire 








61 

7 

134 

1 

1 

29 

233 

Milton Keynes 









8 

4 

70 


1 

7 

90 

Oxfordshire 

118 

15 

104 

4.5 

2.5 

38 

282 

Totals 

267 

45 

480 

12 

7 

124 

935 


The number of pupils in the 279 Church of England schools in the Diocese is 47,000, which is 18% of the 
total of 263,000 pupils in schools. The list above includes two Anglican/Roman Catholic Ecumenical 
schools (in Oxford and Windsor). 

* The County column includes all schools which are neither Church of England nor Roman Catholic. 


Postgraduate Courses at 

Heythrop College, University of London 

Heythrop College enjoys a world-wide reputation for the quality of its postgraduate 
courses. Full details of all Heythrop's courses are available from the college. 



THEY'RE WORKING 
TOWARDS 

LOCAL MANAGEMENT 


but the young church off 
South America and the 
older churches off Iberia/ 
facing new opportunities 
and daunting challenges/ 
still look to us for help. 

Will you be part of that? 

3S5AM5 

South American Mission Society 
Registered Office 
Allen Gardiner Cottage, 
Pembury Rd, 

Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN2 3QU 
Tel: 01892 538647 
Fax 01892 525797 


Master of Arts in Philosophy and Religion 

(2 years part-time) 

- lectures and seminars on one evening a week and on up to four 
Saturdays each year. An opportunity to explore in depth a range of 
current issues in religious and philosophical thought while * 
maintaining a career. 

Master of Arts in Pastoral Studies 

(I year full-time, 2 years part-time) 

- provides either a general introduction to pastoral theology in 
practice and reflection, or the chance to follow one of four specialist 
tracks; Christians in Society, Community and Sacraments, Christian 
Ethics, Theology and Spirituality. 

Master of Arts in Christian Spirituality 

(1 year full-time, 2 years part-time) 

- Taught in the evenings, it consists of a compulsory paper on 
Christian spirituality and two further papers covering various aspects 
of spirituality and related subjects. 

Master of Arts in Philosophy 

(1 year full-time, 2 years part-time) 

- for those with a first degree in philosophy, or one in which 
philosophy was a major subject. It consists of study of three areas 
from a variety on offer, including particular topics in philosophy and 
the study of particular philosophers. 


Master of Arts in Pastoral Liturgy 

(1 year full-time, 2 years part-time) 

- exploring Liturgy from a pastoral viewpoint, with a core paper on 
the development of Liturgy since 1900, this course attracts students 
from a variety of backgrounds and traditions. 

Master of Theology (MTh) 

(1 year full-time, 2 years part-time) 

-primarily intended for those who wish to improve their existing 
qualifications in Theology by one further year of study. Areas of 
study include: Christian Ethics, Church History, New Testament 
Studies, Old Testament Studies, Pastoral Theology, Philosophy of 
Religion, Systematic Theology. 

Diploma in Christian-Jewish Relations 

(I year part-time) 

Taught in the evening by Christian and Jewish teachers. It will 
address the major theological issues in the dialogue between 
Christians and Jews: the ‘Parting of the Ways’; anti-Jewishness in 
Christian Teachings: Jewish Self-definition; the Impact of the 
Holocaust; Theological Developments since Vatican II; ‘from rivalry 
to mutuality’; Jewish Responses to Christianity; ‘Mission to the 
Jews?’ Zionism. 


Diploma in Theology 

(1 year full-time, 2 years part-time) 

- ideal for postgraduates seeking a foundation in theology. 

Diploma in Pastoral Theology 

(1 year full-time, 2 years part-time) 

- students follow the same courses of lectures and seminars as 
Masters students in the Department of Pastoral Studies, but their 
work is assessed differently. 

Research Degrees: 

Supervision is available in many areas of theology and philosophy for 
research leading to the degrees of Master of Philosophy (MPhil), 
and Doctor of Philosophy (PhD). 

MA in Contemporary Theology in the Catholic 
Tradition 

(2 years part-time) 

- One evening a week. Required elements are: Catholic Identity and 
Its Main Themes; Vatican II in Its Historical and Theological Context; 
Theology after the Council: Theological Styles and Systems. One 
option from: The Church and Social Teaching; Catholicity, Cultures 
and Religions. 


For further information please contact: 


The Academic Registrar, Heythrop College (University of London) Kensington Square, London W8 5HQ 
Tel: 0171 795 6600. Fax: 0171 795 4200 e-mail: a.clarkson@heythrop.ac.uk 


^ittp://www.heythrop.ac.uk 
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Hope through change 

The CCBI Lent course for 1 998 


vL# CHURCHES 
TCJS ETHER 
/n ENGLAND 

The Lent course prepared 
for 1998 by the Council 
of Churches for Britain 
and Ireland reflects on 
hope as a Christian 
resource. The hope that 
Christ offers for the pre- 
sent life as well as for the 
future is something to 
share with those 
amongst whom we live. 

It’s good to get 
together 

Lent is a good time to 
meet Christians of other 
traditions. John Fox, lay 
chairman of the 
Woodstock Deanery, 
spent Lent last year in 
the company of local 
Christians from Baptist, 
Methodist, Anglican and 
Roman Catholic church- 
es: ‘We talked about what 
we understood by 
‘church* in the phrase 
‘The Visible Unity of the 
Church* and agreed that 
it did not mean a build- 
ing. Our suggestions 
included a community 


of Christian people who 
believe in God; those who 
actively believe in God 
and in Christ - ie faith 
rather than intellect, and 
those who carry out the 
mission of Christ in the 
world. 

‘Then we looked at 
each other’s churches 
and noted the difficul- 
ties: such as when Christ 
was no longer at the cen- 
tre of the assembly, it did 
not hold on to its young 
people or it became 
inward-looking.’ 

Hope in 4 98 

The CCBI course for 1998 
Hope in a Time of Change 
will again draw together 
Christians of different 
traditions as they work 
through the five weeks 
of study: Hope through 
Change; Hope through 
Discipline; Hope through 
Christ; Hope through 
Tears and Hope through 
Vision. 

Copies of Hope in a Time 
of Change are available 
price £1.50 from CCBI 
Bookroom, Lent 98, Inter- 
Church House, 35-41 
Lower Marsh, London SE1 
7RL. Tel: 0171 523 2001/2. 


Student scheme puts marriage to the test 

Clemency Fox introduces the Students Exploring Marriage Initiative which is being piloted in the Banbury area 

opportunity to interact with adults who are pre- 
pared to take the time to share their experiences. 

Is Marriage Outmoded? 

Nowadays doubts are often expressed as to whether 
Christian marriage is outmoded or unnecessarily 
restricting. Young people share these doubts, even 
though they often do not have enough information 
with which to form realistic judgements. With the 
help of the couples taking part and through their 
own questions, they will have the opportunity to dis- 
cover something of the love and commitment which 
contribute to a Christian marriage. 

Married couples invited to join in 

The scheme was first tested in Kent last year. Now 
two local steering groups have been set up, one in 
Kent and one in north Oxfordshire. The Oxfordshire 
Steering Group would welcome enquiries from local 
couples who believe they are in a Christian marriage 
and are interested in taking part in the project. 

The Grubb Institute, which is providing professional 
support for the project, will train an adviser for each 
student group to ensure that the couples are given 
proper support before and after the question and 
answer sessions and to encourage the students 
involved to take responsibility for the running of the 
groups and for raising the questions they want to 
pursue* 

Couples interested in taking part in the project are 

The Students Exploring Marriage Initiative is a new t0 at I en February 12, from 

venture which will enable young people to research * 3 0- 9 P m at Banbury School, Ruskm Road Banbury, 
the question: is Christian marriage relevant to our To book a place please contact Clemency Fox, 
society today? Chairman, Oxfordshire Steering Group, tel/fax: 

As they face the transition to adulthood, young peo- 01865 722668, or Ju^in Tomkins at The Grubb 
pie are often confused, with little knowledge of what Institute, tel. 0171 278 8061. 
marriage and parenting can involve and lacking the 



Roadshow for church 
computer users 

Exhibitors at the Church 
Computers Roadshow at 
Diocesan Church House, which 
runs from 2-9pm on March 6 
and 9am-3pm on March 7, will 
offer advice on music publish- 
ing, church administration 
software, desktop publishing 


and web site composition not to 
mention the Bible online. The 
Data Protection Register will 
remind church administrators 
that they should be registered if 
they hold personal data on com- 
puter and a supporting 
programme of lectures will help 
everyone from the complete 
beginner to the seasoned user 
get more from their systems. 


On Unemployment Sunday 
on February 22, churches 
are Invited to join Church 
Action on Poverty in 
prayers for the unem- 
ployed and the future of 
work. Packs price £ 1 .50 are 
available from the organi- 
sation’s offices in 
Manchester, telephone: 
0161 236 9321. 


All Change on Tear 
Fund Sunday 

March 1 is Tear Fund Sunday 
when we will be considering 
our mission and the impact of 
the Gospel on the theme of ‘All 
Change*. Tear Fund has a new 
pastel-coloured logo and a new 
look to bring it up-to-date but 
Luke Whitcomb, the charity’s 


education and marketing direc- 
tor says, ‘Our visual look may be 
changing, and new ideas for 
action are being added, but our 
work rests on an unchanging 
and biblically-inspired commit- 
ment to the poor worldwide*. 

An All Change action pack is 
available from Tear Fund at 100 
Church Road, Teddington, 
London TW11 8QE. 



ABBEY HOUSE 

(Diocesan Retreat House) 
Chilkwell Street 
Glastonbury 
Somerset BA6 8DH 
Tel. 01458 831112 
Registered Charity No. 224866 

RETREATS AT ABBEY HOUSE 

Feb 13-15 THE CHRISTIAN RESPONSE TO POVERTY. 

Sr Pat CSF and Helen Stanton 
Feb 23-27 VENTURE INTO ST JOHN’S GOSPEL 
Canon Geoffrey Barton 
Feb 20-22 MEDITATIONS AND MENUS FOR HOLY 
WEEK. Jim Cotter 

Details and full programme available from: 

The Warden, DAVID HILL, on receipt of SAE. 

Abbey House exists to provide space for prayer and spiritual refreshment 


find the 



Stockton 
Retreat Centre 


retreats, short breaks, 
counselling, conferences 
and craft workshops in 
beautiful surroundings 


COURT FARM, STOCKTON ON TEME, WORCESTER WR6 6UT I 
Tel. 01584 881607. Mtp://www.kK*^^ 

Stockton provides welcome respite and is a Charily (No. 1025546) of The Mutoerry Trust | 


COMMUNITY OF ST DENT S 


Registered Charity 
February 26th • 28th 

WALK INTO QUIETNESS WITH GOD - Sisters Team 
June 8th • 12th 

OPEN RETREAT - led by Bishop Anseln Genders 
June 20th - 24th 

OPEN RETREAT - led by Ref Dr John Tbmer 
(based on prayerbook) 

Apply to: Retreat Secretary, St Denys Retreat Centre, 

2 Church Street, Warminster, Witts BA 12 8PG. 

Tel. 01985 214824 

Si l>rn>> Krtreut Cmlrr has a full programme <*f Retreats for jear In addition the 
Individually Guided Retreats are a personal eaperience of the F.iereise of Si. 
Ignatius. Quiet Days and I'arish Retreats ran also tie arranged and there are tor 
dales available for 1998 - please contact the Retreat .Secretary for details. 




THE OLD RECTORY 

CROWHURS T 

Director/Warden: Rev. Trevor R Blackshaw 
Come and stay in an atmosphere of peace for rest, prayer, renewal 
and love. Meet with Jesus to receive afresh His healing touch in 
the context of daily worship and ministry of the word. 
HEALING SERVICES: 

• , are held twice weekly 

Monday 7 JO pm Thursday 10.00 am 
Teaching courses are also available 
at certain tfmes of the year. 

Further details from: 

The Secretary, The Old Rectory, 

Crowhurst, Battle, 

East Sussex TN33 9AD 
Tel: 01424 830204. 



The Ammerdown Centre, 
Radstock, Bath, BA3 5SW. 
Tel: (01761) 433709 
Fax: (01761) 433094 

Are you looking for time and space? 

Come and be away from the telephone and day to day 
pressures to walk, read or simply be, in the heart of 
the Somerset countryside. For further details ask for 
our 'Quiet Spaces' leaflet. 

1 998 programme of courses available, 

including Religion & Justice - Bruce Kent, 
Calligraphy, Dreams Workshop, Circle Dance, 
Enneagram, Holidays and much more. 


SHEPHERDS DENE 

Shepherds Dene is a Diocesan Retreat House and 
Conference Centre in rural Tynedale convenient for 
Hexham, Corbridge, Durham, Roman Wall country 
and the Borders. 

It is an ideal venue for parish or group retreats, 
holidays, residential or day meetings and conferences. 

Enquiries to the Warden, David Bennell 
Shepherds Dene Retreat House 
and Conference Centre 
Riding Mill, Northumberland NE44 6AF 
Tel 01434 682242 Fax. 01434 682582 
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CLEWER SPIRITUALITY CENTRE 

Convent of St John Baptist 
Hatch Lane, Windsor. Berks SL4 3QR 
Telephone: 01753 868602 
Fax Number: 01753 869989 

1998 

February 13-15 “After the journey to God, there is a journey in God". 
Retreat for Lent - Canon Cyril Ashton. 

March 13-15 “The journey and the journey’s end.” Retreat for beginners 

- Tina Lamb & Joanne Adams. 

May 15-17 “Divine Dance of Love” : Exploring God’s Love for us. 

- Canon Chris Collingwood. 

May 23 “Music A Prayer” - Jeremy Plummer TOSSF 

June 5-7 “Harp A Sour : Leant the Harp the easy way. and meditate 

on the Psalms. • James Maybury A Robert Langton. 

For further details & booking form apply to: 

The Administrator/Warden 
Registered Charity No. 236939 
A retreat existing to provide for your spiritual needs. 




Green Pastures 

Christian Centre of Healing 


# Ideal for personal ex group retreats and holidays 

# Healing services # Skilled Christian counselling, 
open to all, (residential or non residential) 

# Excellent facilities, many ensuite rooms set in 
beautiful landscaped gardens. Swimming pool. 

Send for Brochure or ring to:- 
The Director (Dept OX), 17 Burton Road, 
Poole, BH13 6DT. Tel: 01202 764776 

A Registered Charity No 1025546 to provide a Christian Healing Centre 


Leadership 

SEMINARS & WORKSHOPS 

s Brochures available from: 

Mr S. Laugher, 

Jasmine Cottage, 

HEALEY, RIPON, HQ4 4LH ■j'ST'N. 

01765-689559 


% 


Brochures Crocus Rest Ministry for Christian 
ministers and leaders are available. A Rl . g . charity No MM 6 IK 4 m 
Please request by telephoning provide xcminant & workshops 
01889-582650. fur Christian people 


{ amt change 

w 



THE DYKE 

Christian Holiday/Conference Centre Norfolk 

THE DYKE Shcringham is situated two minutes from sea 
and shops, has its own car park and putting green. All 
bedrooms have tea/coffee making facilities and some 
rooms are en suite, home cooking and a warm welcome 
are assured. 

The house is double glazed and centrally heated and open 
all year with special offers for mid-week or weekend 
breaks out of season. 

For information contact Dee Hodge 
The Dyke, 5 St Nicholas Place, Sheringham, Norfolk NR26 
8LFTel: (01263) 822053 





SOCIETY OF RETREAT CONDUCTORS 

STACKLANDS RETREAT HOUSE 

West Kingsdown, Kent TNI 5 6AN (01474) 852247 

We are an Anglican Centre for the giving of retreats according to the 
Spiritual Exercises of St Ignatius Loyala. 

Open & Group Retreats - preached or individually guided - are listed 
in the current programme which is available from the Administrator. 
(Registered Charity No 246045) 


CORNWALL 

A place set apart 

Trelo warren is an ancient manor house in the heart 
of beautiful country where Christians of all 
denominations can come for a time 'away from it all' 
in Church groups, families or individually - healing 
services - conferences - retreats etc. Ministers on 
sabbatical especially welcome. Here you can find 
physical and spiritual refreshment and a listening ear 
Worship held daily in the House Chapel. 

SAE please to Avril Rogers 

Trelowarren Fellowship, Mawgan, Helston, Cornwall TR12 6AD 
01326 221 366 

Reg Charity No. 269444 Exists to promote the healing of the church 
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national marriage week . 9 


Superglue 

Statistics can be read in any way 
you care to take them. So when 
it was being said that one in 
three marriages were ending in 
divorce, I was saying that a 67% 
success rate was not at all bad. 
That statistic has now been 
changed and it would seem that 
about half of all marriages now 
end in this way, giving the UK 
the highest divorce rate in the 
European Union.There is the 
added fact that more and more 
couples are choosing to cohabit 
before marriage or to bypass 



February 8th - 1 6th 


marriage altogether. For these 
reasons we can thank God for 
those who came up with the 
idea of having a week in 
February 1 997 to celebrate 
marriage and to bring it to the 
forefront of the nation’s mind. It 
is to be repeated this year and 
during that week we hope that 
those who value marriage will 
not only make it a priority in 
their prayers but also arrange 
some event to mark it. We 
suggested in The DOOR last 
October that a service of 
Thanksgiving for Marriage like 
the one described on this page 
could be arranged, including the 
renewal of vows. We hope that 
the idea has been taken up all 


The Family Life and 
Marriage Education 
Group (FLAME) fosters 
not only marriage but 
family life in general. For 
more details about its 
work and about other 
groups in the Diocese involved in 
pastoral care , turn to page 1 2 


for couples 

over the Diocese. 

But National Marriage Week, if it 
is to have an impact, must take 
us beyond a one-off event. It 
should help us focus on what we 
are doing in our parish to help 
those who are preparing for 
marriage as well as supporting 
those who are married by 
helping them enrich their rela- 
tionship.The FLAME (Family 
Life and Marriage Education) 
group in the Diocese can help to 
make these aims achievable. 
There is wealth of resource 
material available - much of it at 
Diocesan Church House. In 
particular there is a day for 
clergy and laity to come 
together to discuss preparation 
for marriage on February 1 9 at 
Church House. If it is oversub- 
scribed, it will be repeated at a 
later date. 

Please observe National 
Marriage Week. Make sure that 
your parish is offering all the 
help it can to those who want 
their marriage to fully realise 
their expectations for it. 

Peter Poole 

The Revd Peter Poole is Rector of 
Chalfont St Giles and chairman of 
FLAME'S Marriage Education Group. 



A Prayer for Marriage 

(from the National Marriage Week WorkBook) 

For our parents and homes and for our upbringing, 
For our schools , and for all who have influenced 
us for good, 

For our growth to maturity, 

For our first meeting, our courtship and marriage, 

For life together so far. 

For the happiness we have known and for 
the problems we have overcome, 

For the adjustments we have made, and for our 
companionship together, 

For our home, 

(For our children, and for our grandchildren,) 

For the confidence these gifts give of your good 
hand upon us, we thank you Heavenly Father in 
Jesus’ name. Amen 


A Valentine’s 
night to 
remember 


It is the night of Friday, February 14, 1997 - 
Valentine’s Day - in Sandhurst on the edge of 
the Diocese. Warm welcoming light shines 
through the church windows as 20 couples of 
all ages gather tentatively, but expectantly. 
Some have brought their children, others 
have come alone. They are all there because 
their marriage really matters to them. There 
has been a lot of talk in the parish about 
what marriage is all about, whether it is nec- 
essary or even ‘proper’ to renew marriage 
vows - the ripples of this gathering have 
spread much’further than the couples 
involved. 

The service starts and folk begin to relax. This 
is more than just saying our vows again. 
Skillfully and thoughtfully we are led to con- 
sider our failures, disappointments and our 
need for forgiveness. We are moved on to our 
thankfulness and joys; the good times and 
the difficult times we have weathered togeth- 
er. Then comes the moment we have been 
waiting for, as we stand to reaffirm our com- 
mitment to each other through our holy 
vows. It is a moving time made more so by 
the sight of our Rector Alan and his wife 
Lucy, standing at the front renewing their 
vows along \6ith the rest of us. 

But the icing on the cake is yet to come as we 
leave the church and enter the candle-lit hall, 
lovingly decorated for a romantic reception 
by two hard-working couples. Another couple 
has made a wedding cake, iced 
by their son. There is even a 
photographer to record the 
event. ‘What a beautiful ser- 
vice’, ‘We’re so glad we came’, 
‘That’s the first photo of the 
two of us for years’, were some 
of the comments. Lives have 
been touched. The ripples are 
spreading. What are you going 
to do to celebrate marriage and 
encourage married couples this 
year? 

Liz Perdval 


Liz and David Perdval are the Anglican 
leadership couple of Marriage Encounter. 
Liz is also on the Marriage Education 
group of FLAME. 



A romantic ‘wedding’ reception complete with cake 
reminds the couples of their first time around 




Jann and Richard Hodge 

‘We were married on 
Valentine’s Day, 1 987 in a 
registry office and had a 
church blessing. I wasn't a 
Christian so this service was 
an opportunity to bring it all 
before God.* 


Rupert and Sheridan 
Cremer-Evans 

‘This was a special opportunity 
to renew our marriage vows 
amongst friends and to give 
thanks forthe time we have 
spent together as we look 
forward to our 25th anniversary 
in 1998.’ 


Len and Doreen Western 

‘Over the years my husband has 
not enjoyed good health.The 
service reminded me that what- 
ever we have to go through, our 
love for one another and our 
faith in the Lord would give us 
strength to face the future. ’ 

Len died on January 10. Doreen has 
generously allowed us to use this 
photograph. She says last year’s 
service is a predous memory. 


Stephanie and Jeremy Randall 

*We have been married for 1 9 
years. We were reluctant to attend 
but we were encouraged by those 
about us We emerged feeling joyful 
and in close affinity.’ 


PENTRENANT HALL 

• Quality accommodation for your groups next holiday 

• Competitive self catering or Tull/part board rates for 20-53 people 

a Various recreational facilities inc. outdoor pool on 5 acre site 
a Adventure activities (extra cost) A. 

a One hour from West Midland* ft , 


colour brochure from: 

Peter Rccv Peril rcnunl Hall. 
Churchstoke. Montgomery. 
Powy» SYIS6TG. 



Tel. (01388)620430 Pax: 01388 620130 


Centre 

This lovely old manor house in beautiful South 
Devon , is the present home of the WOODLANDS 
HOUSE OF PRAYER TRUST, formed in 1942 to 
provide a place of physical and spiritual renewal - a 
vision still being fulfilled today. 

“A very special place...” J.John 

* En-suite bedrooms 

* Full conferences facilities 

* 12 acres of grounds 

* Heated indoor swimming 
pool 

* Kids Adventure playground 

* Tennis Court 

* Delightful views of Torbay 

Now taking bookings for Holidays, 
Conferences and Houseparties. 

Brunei Manor. Dept DR. Watcombe Park, Torquay. Devon TQl 4SF 

Tel: 01803 329333 Fax: 01803 311857 

e-mail brunel_manor(a min.com 





BARNABAS TRAINING CONSORTIUM 
ACC RECOGNISED PROFESSIONAL TRAINING IN COUNSELLING 
COURSES BEGINNING IN 1998 

Foundation courses - Brentwood (Essex), Chichester, Cornwall 
Lowestoft, Newport (S.Wales),Thetford (Norfolk), Rochdale. 

Advanced Courses - Brentwood (Essex), Chatham (Kent), 
Chichester, Cornwall. 

Supervision Course - Level 1 - Brentwood (Essex). 

B.T.C Pilgrims Hall, Ongar Road, Brentwood, Essex, CM 15 9SA 

Tek 01277 375590 


LETTON HALL 

A Christian conference, holiday & houseparty centre. 



Set in 10 acres of its own grounds and surrounded by parkland. 
Letton Hall Christian Centre is suitable for • Conferences • 
Retreats • Houseparties • Teaching weekends • Holidays • 
Parish weekends. 

The centre can accommodate up to 125 people and this can be 
augmented by use of camping and caravans! 

The centre hosts a comprehensive range of recreational 
facilities too many to list here (including its own 400m Go-cart 
track!) 

In addition, the following special events are planned for 1998. 
Please ring or write for details, costs etc. 

1. Two Counselling Courses in 1998 - 16-19 March & 9-12 Nov. 

2. A Care for the Family Adventures in Parenting Motoring Fun - 
6-9 April. 

3. Two Letton Family Weeks in the summer - 1-8 August & 22- 
29 August. 

LETTON HALL 

Shipdham. Thetford, Norfolk IP25 7SA 

Telephone: 01362 820717 for Office - LETTON HALL 
01362 820156 for Hail Guests - 01362 
821443 for Dolphin Court Guests 
Fax: 0136? 820877 


In partnership with # 
The Barnabus 
Training 
consort kir.. 



The Acorn 
Christian Healing 
Trust 

A healing resource to the 
Christian Church and 

medicine. 

Contact: Whitehill Chase, 
Bordon, Hampshire GU35 0AP 

01420 478121 


We want to see 
the British Church 
in Retreat. 

The Wycliffe Centre is dedicated 
to helping Christians to 
"Be still and .know that I am God." 

We would love to welcome you - 
especially families, but any group 
from 1-120. The Wycliffe Centre 
is situated close to the M40. 

M 

For more details contact: 

Conference Manager The Wycliffe Centre, 
Horsleys Green. High Wycombe. Bucks HP14 3X1 
Tel: 01494 482521 







oV 


Ex 


p e c t 


EARLY SUMMER HOLIDAYS 


There is a place to ESCAPE to, where the spectacular 
North Devon coastline, cliffs, woodlands and rivers merge to 
create almost 300 acres of the most salubrious grounds imaginable 
^ - Lee Abbey the Christian Holiday and Conference Centre. 

ENJOY an Early Summer Holiday this June, relaxing in the tranquil 
^ * surroundings, making the most of the warm Christian welcome. There’s no 
obligation to join in with our programmes - simply Go-as-you-Please. With a 
group or on your own, whatever you choose you can EXPECT to meet with God. 

Call or write for more information. 


Lee Abbey, Lynton, North Devon FX<5 6jJ Tel: 01598 752621 Fax: 01598 752619 
Reg.Charity No.227322 Email- oookings@leeabbey.org.uk Website: www.leeabbcy.org.uk 
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comment from 

The Bishop off Dorchester 
God Bless the Plough 

Immediately after Epiphany comes 
Plough Sunday when traditionally 
those who work on the land come to 
church as the priest blesses the 
parish plough at the beginning of the 
spring cultivations, with the words ‘God speed the 
plough’. Changes in the farming year and the 
design of ploughs (which no longer fit down the 
aisle) have made certain aspects of this ancient 
service anachronistic but it remains, along with 
Rogation, Lammas and Harvest, one of the four 
farming festivals. But will the farming community 
be in any mood for such a celebration? 

Recent visits to Smithfield and Banbury Markets, 
together with a number of local farming groups 
have made me aware of the extent to which the 
farming community feels that it is an embattled, 
distressed group of people whose work is neither 
valued nor understood by the wider society. 

Part of the problem is that we live in an urban 
nation, with urban understandings and values.The 
world of growing crops, of finishing and slaugh- 
tering animals is totally alien to most people and 
even the connection between farming, as food 
production, and food bought from the super- 
market shelf has been broken in the minds of 
many. Attitudes towards the countryside and 
farming are shaped by the immensely powerful 
conservation and animal rights organisations 
(there are over 3,000 registered animal welfare 
charities) and by the way in which the environ- 
ment is treated in schools and in the media. 

Farm incomes in the last year have dropped 
between 37% and 47% as commodity prices have 
in some areas dropped by one third in a few 
months. It is no wonder that numerically there are 
more suicides in the farming community than any 
other occupational group. 

The individual farmer finds himself caught up in 
the midst of far-reaching changes, of which the 
BSE tragedy is only a part.Today, he faces a config- 
uration of circumstances which in a matter of 
months may have made his farm uneconomic and 
his family’s future uncertain. 

On Plough Sunday many farmers will come to 
church. But how can the Church support and help 
the farming community? We are fortunate to have 
Agricultural Chaplains and Rural Officers in each 
Archdeaconry to keep us sensitive to the issues of 
the countryside in general, and the farming 
community in particular. In addition the Revd Nick 
Read (Charlbury) has been seconded from the 
NFU to work at the Arthur Rank Centre as the 
National Organiser of the Rural Stress and 
Information Network which co-ordinates the 
work of the county-based organisations which 
seek to provide support for farmers in distress. 
Farmers have repeatedly said how much it means 
to them to hear their work remembered in the 
intercessions of the Church, and we need to add , 
our voice to those who are stressing the serious- 
ness of the present situation facing the farming 
community and not collude in the widespread 
demonisation of farmers. 

* Anthony Oxon 



The Millennium - a time of 
personal meaning and public hope 


The Bishop of Oxford, the Right Revd Richard Harries, has called on the Government to ensure that the 
Christian message is not marginalised in the Millennium celebrations. ‘The Millennium is after all, first and 
foremost a celebration of the birth of Christ/ he said.The Bishop expanded on his vision and gave details of 
the plans for some Millennium events in the Oxford Diocese, in his address to the new Diocesan Synod 


God takes time seriously. He creates it 
and he himself has come amongst us as 
a creature of time. So from the earliest 
days of the Church there was a move- 
ment to sanctify time, to make the 
whole cycle of the year reflect some 
aspect of Christian truth. As Ghristians 
we take time and the possibilities 
which time affords seriously. So we are 
not ashamed to celebrate two thousand 
years of the birth of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. God chose to work 



for the 
world’s poor 


his purpose not from on high but from 
within the matrix and flux of human 
history. For two thousand years the 
Word made flesh has, through his Holy 
Spirit, been at work in our history. 

If the birth of Christ is foremost in 
our minds in the year 2000, closely 
associated is the theme of Jubilee. This 
was one of the leading ideas of the 
Pope’s excellent epistle Tertio Millennio 
Adveniente which he published in 1994. 
Building on the Israelite custom of the 
sabbatical year, during which the earth 
was left fallow and slaves set free, the 
concept of the Jubilee year was promul- 
gated. Every 50 years each Israelite was 
meant to regain possession of his ances- 
tral land, if he happened to have sold it 
or lost it by falling into slavery. In short, 
Jubilee was meant to restore the origi- 
nal creation, in which the goods of the 
earth which belong ultimately to God 
were shared fairly between all human 
beings. It is probably to the concept of 
Jubilee that Jesus referred when he 
preached in the synagogue at Nazareth 
at the opening of his ministry. 

Since the Pope’s Encyclical, the cam- 
paign called Jubilee 2000 has got going 
in the most remarkable way. Initiated 
by two lay people, it is now being taken 
up in a major way by all churches and 
aid agencies. The concept is a simple 
one, to remit the unsustainable debt of 
the poorest countries in the world by 
the year 2000. 1 do not believe that this 
is simply an idle dream. There is already 
an initiative in the treasuries of the 
world called the Highly Indebted Poor 
Countries Initiative, which sets out 
some steps towards the Jubilee 2000 
goal. But those who know most about 


these issues argue that the HIPC is too 
slow and too rigorous in its criteria. 

The sorry, tragic tale of Third World 
debt is a familiar one. Many of the poor- 
est countries in the world have to pay 



Logo from Christian Aid’s Jubilee 
2000 petition.The aim is to collect 
22 million signatures worldwide. 
More about Jubilee 2000 on page 1 5 


more in interest each year than they 
spend on the total of their education, 
health and welfare programmes. In 
order that the debt can be serviced very 
stringent conditions are laid down 
which, as always, bear most heavily 
upon the poorest people in the coun- 
try. Jubilee 2000 is not utopian. It is not 
directed at all debt but only the unsus- 
tainable debt of the poorest countries 
in the world. It has been said rightly 
that this movement is the equivalent 
in our time to the great campaign to 
abolish slavery in the 19th century. I 
know that everyone within this Diocese 
will want to give it the fullest possible 
support, not only to a major public 
campaign but also in more private ways 
if we are able to have influence with 
those who shape the economic and 
political structures of the world in 
which we live. 

The Millennium will be a time to cel- 
ebrate the birth of Christ, a time to 
express his love in a concern for the 
poorest people in the world and a time 


also to face the failures of our Christian 
history, praying for forgiveness and 
renewal. 

I think especially of the long teach- 
ing of contempt for Judaism resulting 
in persecution and pogroms, preparing 
the ground for the anti-semitism of the 
19th and* 20th centuries which culmi- 
nated in the terrible Shoah. Clearly 



at home 


there can be no celebration of Jubilee 
without profound regret for the sins 
and tragedies of the past and a new 
spirit of constructive engagement with 
those who differ from us and urgent 
prayer for the renewal of our life in 
charity. With this in mind the 
Archbishop’s Millennium Advisory 
Group has brought out a statement 
called ‘The Millennium and other 
faiths’ which seeks to ally the fears 
which have been expressed by some 
members of other faiths about the 
Millennium celebrations. 

In this Diocese we have decided not 
to have a major Diocesan service in the 
Cathedral. The reason is that we wish 
celebrations to be both local and ecu- 
menical. Our hope is that Christians in 
each locality will first of all engage 


with God 

V 



with the secular authorities and secu- 
lar organisations in order to bring a 
Christian influence to bear. It is obvi- 
ously right that such celebrations 
should be as ecumenical as possible. 
Beyond the local, responsibility for 
organising Jubilee events as far as the 
churches are concerned rests with the 
three County Ecumenical bodies, 
Churches Together in Oxfordshire, 
Buckinghamshire and Berkshire. In 
some places the plans are already well 
advanced. For example the churches in 
Buckinghamshire are planning a big 
event on Sunday, Junell, Pentecost 
2000, and have already booked the 
Buckinghamshire Show Ground for 
this purpose. 

Continued on page 15 


Gaines 

9 CHRISTIAN YOUIHCEKIK 


needs 

people aged 
18-30 to join our 
teanriyOf volunteer 
workers 


• Full board, plus £25 weekly pocket money 

• Commitment required for between 3 months and 1 year 

- Work in house, kitchen, gardens, maintenance and 
activity supervision. In house training given 

- Our Christian faith and commitment to God is made 
evident in the way we serve our guests 

• Regular fellowship and Bible readings 

- Applicants with current BCU placid water instructors 
qualification or greater welcome 

Gaines is also seeking a full-time cook, activities co- 
ordinator and house keeper. 

We provide facilities for youth evangelism and for 
education in a Christian environment. 

Full details from Gaines Christian Youth Centre, 
Whitbourne, Worcester WR9 5RD. 

Tel. 01886 821212 

A Registered Charity No. 1057267 providing facilities for Youth Evangelism 
and Education in a Chnstian Environment. 


TO ADVERTISE 
TELEPHONE DAVID HOLDEN 
ON 01865 249205 

V - - ~7~ 



1998 Diary of Pilgrim Hall events now available 
Some of our forthcoming events are: 

EASTER CELEBRATION 

Thursday 9th • Tuesday 14th April 

Join us at this special time of year and be refreshed, both 
spiritually and physically. An opportunity to spend time 
with family and friends and enjoy fellowship with other 
guests. 

Full board Thursday tea to Tuesday breakfast: £170 
COUNTY BREAK 
Monday 18th - Friday 22nd May 

A chance to unwind in the peace and quiet of this beauti* 
ful East Sussex countryside. Enjoy our superb cooking, 
relax in our grounds or visit some of the many local 
places of interest. Worship time each morning. 

Full board Monday tea to Friday breakfast: £105 
Please ring or write for 1998 diary and booking forms: 

Pilgrim Hall, Easons Green, Uckfield, 

East Sussex TN22 5RE 

Tel. 01825 840295 Fax. 01825 840017 


THE ABBEY 

Sutton Courtenay, Oxon OX14 4AF 

Jan 30-Feb 1 : Calligraphy of the Heart. 

Feb 14: Openness, Clarity & Sensitivity in Buddhism 
Feb 28: The Ensouling of the Personality 
Mar 14: ‘A Spirit I am Indeed . . 

(Day with Shakespeare) 

Mar 21-22: Community Building Workshop 
The Abbey community is a charitable organisation 
open to the universal quest for truth and the chal- 
lenges of the21st Century, whilst rooted in the 
essence of Christianity, lived out in relationships. 

Charity No 278687. 

for more information on these and many other 
Seminars, Workshops and Retreats please call 
(01235) 847401 or send SAE to: 

THE ABBEY, SUTTON COURTENAY, ABINGDON, 
OXON OX14 4AF 


Community of AH Hallows 

Anglican (open to all) 

Ditchingham, Bungay NR35 2DT 

Tel: 01986 892749 

We run Retreat Centres for group bookings and 
Retreat Houses for individual bookings. 

A choice of full board or self catering. 

We also offer a programme of retreats 
throughout the year. 

A registered charity. 
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letters to the editor 


Pam Rhodes 
- in need of 
conversion? 

The interview with Pam Rhodes 
(December DOOR) included a popular, 
but very mistaken idea of what it is to 
be a Christian. Pam says she had no 
Damascus Road experience (and 
implied she didn’t need one) ‘because I 
have never seriously doubted that 
there was a God and that he was per- 
sonal to me’. She concluded that her 
faith ‘has been simply part of my life 
from the start’. 

Whatever Pam might have experienced 
at the hands of insensitive ‘born-again’ 
Christians, I think they were probably 
only trying to help her. Most of them 
had probably thought they were 
Christians all their lives too - until 
they were really born of the Spirit and 
could testify to the difference. We sure- 
ly cannot set aside Jesus’ warning to 
Nicodemus and say, oh well, it’s differ- 
ent for me. 

I’m sure both Nicodemus and St Paul 
believed in God and prayed more than 
any of us, but they still needed that 
radical spiritual birth before they 
could be Christians, in the biblical 
meaning of the name. 

The very first sin that many of us will 
have had to repent of is the idea that 
we don’t need any heavy ‘conversion* 
because we are ‘basically alright’ or 
have ‘always believed.’ This kind of 
thinking is really saying that either 
Jesus’ death was unnecessary or that it 
provided some kind of blanket justifi- 
cation of everyone. But saving faith 
involves understanding the simple 
Gospel and an appropriate response to 
its claims. One of its claims is that we 
are all lost sinners deserving eternal 
punishment. It seems to me that the 
above popular notions cannot be 
accommodated within an appropriate 
response to such a Gospel. 

Alan Bourne, Drayton. 

In support of the Monarchy 

May I congratulate you on The DOOR 
which I find very interesting. I appreci- 
ated a letter in the November 97 issue 


from E Palfry (Monarchy sealed its own 
fate). Now it is being challenged I must 
write in support. 

I was born during the reign of George 
V and he and each succeeding 
monarch have served God and their 
people with dedication, living 
Christian lives, conforming to the stan- 
dards found in the formularies of the 
established Church of England. 

This, in my view, is the one vital char- 
acteristic for our monarch. May our 
present Que£n live many more years. I 
think she is wonderful. I feel deeply 
saddened by the lower and lower stan- 
dards of society during the last 
decades. No, I am not a saint, but I do 
seek God’s help day by day and He is 
always ready to bless His children 
whom He loves. 

Dorothy Meadows, Milton Keynes 


Not just for women 

It was surprising to read in December’s 
DOOR that the Oxford Diocesan 
President of the Mothers’ Union felt 
that passing Resolution B somehow 
negated women’s ministry. We are all 
called to some form of ministry, which 
in this case means service, both men 
and women equally. 

Barbara Teague seems to have fallen for 
the idea that ‘ministry’ means ‘priest- 
hood’, and that only some are called. It 
is nothing to do with being valued, or 
not being valued. 

John Mitchell, High Wycombe 


Get your facts straight 

Reading Issues in Human Sexuality has 
convinced me that complaints from 
both sides do our bishops a great dis- 
service; portraying them as weak, 
ignorant and hypocritical, and unable 
to lead the Church in its time of need. 
The depth of their discussion and 
lucidity of their recommendations 
gives a lie to all this and it would in my 
opinion benefit all parishes in the 
Diocese to see that copies of the report 


are available to their parishioners to 
help clear the air and forward the 
cause of the Church in this field of 
uncertainty. 

Dick McMahon, Abingdon 


The Creed should be amended 

What is a Creed for? I suggest that it is 
intended to define the basic essentials 
of the Church’s belief. If this is so, sure- 
ly it is high time that reference in the 
Creed to the Virgin birth should not 
merely be amended, but,should be 
deleted altogether? 

John Clark-Maxwell 

Islamophobia is a myth 

I did not feel that the Editor’s report 
on the danger of collusion with 
Islamophobia (p4, Dec 97) should go 
unanswered. The Runnymede Trust 
which has worked on this issue is 
apparently suggesting that Muslims 
are stereotyped in the media as violent 
and that it is the responsibility of the 
Church to challenge such prejudice 
and bias when it occurs. 

My concern is twofold: first whether 
such ‘Islamophobia* is really the domi- 
nant attitude it is made out to be. 
Whilst it is sadly the case that Muslims 
are ‘murdered and beaten up on the 
streets of Britain’ it is less clear 
whether this is a fact of religious or 
racial violence. Certainly such inci- 
dents in and around Milwall in 1993^ 
when I was doing youth work among 
local Muslim boys had to do with hous- 
ing problems and the colour of skin, 
but not religion. 

Second, I too share the hope of a soci- 
ety in which all religious heritages 
may be protected and upheld. I am less 
convinced that Islam as a system con- 
ceives of such a pluralism as desirable. 
Islam is fundamentally a territorial 
religion which is stable only if it has 
claimed the right of establishment. 
Whilst the establishment of a Muslim 
state in Britain is far from the hopes of 
much of our Islamic community such 


tolerance may prove difficult to sus- 
tain if Islam is to remain faithful to 
itself. Witness the ‘tolerance’ that 
many of our brothers and sisters suf- 
fer under in many Islamic nations. 

The Revd Simon Walker, Christ Church, 
Abingdon 

Call for accountability at 
Church House 

Re David Haylett’s ‘In My View’ (Dec 
97): in making comparisons within and 
without the Diocese, it is important to 
consider all the types of giving in addi- 
tion to covenanted gifts. In most 
churches there is regular giving by 
cheque, collections and CAF vouchers. 
Also there is usually significant giving 
to various missions etc which is sent 
via the church and is usually termed as 
giving to restricted funds. Of course 
there is also much direct personal giv- 
ing by individual church members. 
With the increasing Diocesan costs 
falling upon the parishes, it will be 
essential for Church House to provide 
enhanced information about its spend- 
ing in a way that is easily understood 
by the average parish member, thereby 
avoiding the danger of the parish share 
being seen as a tax or levy and all that 
that implies. 

Brian Strand (Chartered Accountant) 
Aylesbury 

The Green Church 

I read Stefan Sidorowicz’s letter in the 
November DOOR about green issues. 
Jesus instructed us to care for each 
other so Christians should be con- 
cerned when pollution is causing 
people to suffer. In Britain 10,000 peo- 
ple a year die prematurely from 
breathing problems caused or exacer- 
bated by traffic problems. One in seven 
children now has asthma. Diesel fumes 
damage the delicate lung linings mak- 
ing them less able to cope with dust 
mites and other irritants. 

Humans are not independent of the 
environment and if that fails we all go 
down with it. In caring for the environ- 
ment we are also caring for people, 
details on how to work for a greener 
Church are available from the 
Christian Ecology Link, 20 Carlton 
Road, Harrogate, North Yorkshire HG2 
8DD. Tel: 01423 87616. 

A Wells, Ruislip 


GOOD NEWS CRUSADE 


FAMILY CAMP 


8-15 August 1 998, Three Counties Showground, Malvern, Worcester 


Registration Fees: 

Adult: £43 

•Concessionary Adult: £26 

Young People 11-15 yrs: £26 

Children 2-10 yrs: £22 

Under 2s: £8.50 

Concessionary rate for anyone who claims 
State Pension , Job Seekers' allowance , 
Income Support (including Family Credit) 

Accommodation: 

Site Fee: per tent 
or caravan £48 


NEW FOR 1998: 

Superb Half-Board 
accommodation in 
Malvern - limited spaces - 
book early to avoid 
disappointment. 

Also Hotel, B&B, caravan and tent hire 
details available on request. 

Early Booking Discounts 
before 1 3 March: 

Adults £6 off, concession rates and 
young people £5 off, Children 2-10 
years £4 off. 


Early 
Booking 
discounts 
before 
13 March 


'I want to know 
you more, Lord’ 

Guest speakers include: 

Selwyn Hughes 

Terry Law -m/m 

Don Double 

Colin & Carol Owen leading JJ 

worship 

plus lots more i Ik 

There is something for someone every day 


For booking form and detailed information on residential and other 
accommodation, please contact: Malvern Secretary, Good News 
Crusade, 17 High Cross Street, St Austell, Cornwall, PL25 4AN. 

Tel: 01726 72282. Fax: 01726 69853 or E-mail1iOOdNewsC@aol.com 




Scottish Renewal Ministries 

in association with 

Network 

presents 

Kingdom 
Gathering '98 


'The Power and The Passion' 

25-31 July ’98 



held in the lovely holiday town of St Andrews 


Come and join us for Worship, Teaching and 
Ministry in the Power of the Holy Spirit in a 
setting of warm fellowship and holiday fun. 
For details contact: 

Scottish Renewal Ministries, PO Box 11458, 
FRASERBURGH 
Aberdeenshire AB43 6SQ 
Tel: 01771 637365 Fax: 01771 637941 

e-mail: SABLAKEYOaot.com 
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Stewardship 

a decent investment 


Your chance to invest for a better world 


• Invests in companies 
which make a positive 
contribution to society 

• Seeks to avoid companies 
which barm the world, its 
people or its wildlife 

> Investments monitored by 
a separate Committee of 
Reference 


• The UK's first and 
largest range of ethical 
investment funds 

• Over £750 million 
under management 

• More than 100,000 
Investors 

For further details please see 'Stewardship' leaflet insertion in this 
issue of Renewal magazine and/or contact the below mentioned: 
CAROLINE JOBSON 
LLOYD BOSWELL PARTNERSHIP 
11 CHATSWORTH ROAD. WORTHING 
WEST SUSSEX BN 11 1LY 
TELEPHONE (01903) 205333 
FAX (01903 205360) 

LLOYD • BOSWELL 

PARTNER S H I P 

Independent Financial Advisers 
Pensions • Investments • IJfc Assurance • Mortgages 

P/mm not a tty valua of mn Invaatmant and any Incoma from It can go down 
aa wall aa up and la not guarantaad. Full datalla arm avallabla on raquaat. 
Independent Financial Advisers P/A Regulsted by the Psrsonsl Investment 
Authority For Investors Business 



Produce Your Own 

★ Magazines ★ Newsletters 

★ Parish Information 

• Professionally 

• Efficiently 

# Economically as a Printer 

• Delivers 1 30 copies Per Minute 

# Operates like a Copier 

• 1,000 copies cost only £1.37 (plus paper) 

# Copies in Colour 

With the 

0(3180 Digital printer 


New and Refurbished Photocopiers 
always available 


For details or demonstration phone 

01703 330611 

APPLE OFFICE EQUIPMENT 

Unit 5 Vicroy House, Mountbatten Business Centre 
Southampton SO 15 1HY 



SOLVE THE 
MYSTERY 

OF MAKING A WILL 


It’s elementary - 
send for your 

free guide today 



‘Picture the scene, 
^ Watson. Her husband 
did not make a will. 
Quite why not is a 
mystery. He just hadn’t 
got round to it. 


In fact most people don’t - I really haven’t a 
clue why. It is elementary and indeed vital to 
make a will. There were lots of complications 
for his poor wife, what with tax and so on. 

I do believe she’d have done away with him, 
if he hadn’t been dead already...’ 


Royal National Institute for the Blind 

Please tick relevant box(es) below and send to: 
RNIB, FREEPOST (WD 3414/1), 

London El 8BR 
Or telephone 0171-388 1266 

Please send me my FREE copy of: 

□ Making your will □ Changing your will 


Mr/Mrs/Ms 


Address 


Postcode 


Telephone no. 


Please tick your choice(s): 

□ standard print □ large print 

□ tape □ braille 


■Ji 



The first Christians lived as a community, sharing their resources and caring for one another. Today car- 
ing for people is still central to the work of the Church. In this Diocese, under the umbrella of Pastoral 
Care Forum there are a number of groups which have a special interest and concern for different areas of 
pastoral care. This feature focuses on their work and is introduced by the Revd Beaumont Stephenson, the 
Diocesan Pastoral Care Adviser (pictured) 


What we believe is expressed in what 
we do; faith and works cannot f>e 
separated from one another. This is 
one of the central themes of the 
Epistle of James. 

So pastoral care is central to what 
the Church is about because it 
expresses what our faith really is. 
How we express our love towards 
people who are in need, both within 
and outside the Church is very much 
an expression of how well we express 
the Gospel. Jesus said that when we 
feed the hungry and welcome the 
stranger, we are feeding and welcom- 
ing the Lord himself. 

What is pastoral care? 

Pastoral care is the total provision 
which we make for the support and 
nurture of people within the world 
in which we live. I can think of no 
better way to express what pastoral 
care is than to quote from the 
booklet put out by the working party 
of Diocesan Advisers in Pastoral Care 
and Counselling called Standards of 
Practice in Pastoral Care: 

‘The human race can only sur- 
vive because people care. Caring 
is the necessary attribute which 
makes possible the survival of 
the infant, the forming of 
groups, and the life of societies 
and nations. The caring response 
within humanity is part of the 
image of the God who so orders 
the creation. The conscious 
acceptance of a pastoral care role 
is a conscious acceptance that 
the carers know themselves to be 
engaged in the responsiveness of 


God. Each experience of caring 
however brief or inconclusive 
will be recognised as part of a 
whole. Avoiding too high an 
expectation of themselves, pas- 
toral carers will see their work in 
an awareness of the whole work 
of God. Thus, their work will be 
their privilege and their prayer.’ 



It is a two-way process 

Like prayer, pastoral care is a two-way 
process. One of the real benefits of 
caring for others is what we receive 
in return, though this may not have 
been our original intention. Mother 
Theresa of Calcutta once said that 
the West was really a ‘third world’ 
spiritually. We are so protected by 
our material benefits that we don’t 
always realise that we have spiritual 
needs. It is often only when we 
involve ourselves in caring for oth- 
ers, that we realise how very much 
they are giving us. We recognise in 
them ourselves striving to care, to 


understand and to grow. Sometimes 
it is through a personal loss or crisis 
that we get involved in a particular 
organisation. 

What can I do to help? 

Most groups for helping others in 
the Diocese have been formed 
because one concerned person meets 
another and asks: ‘What can I do to 
help?’ The work grows through inter- 
ested and caring persons giving their 
time and help doing what they do 
best. Some help on the ‘front line’; 
others in supporting roles. Working 
together they form the body of a 
group, which is also part of Christ’s 
body, the Church. 

Caring for the carers is also an 
important part of any good pastoral 
care scheme. Emotionally and spiri- 
tually we are only as good as our 
supply lines. It is of vital importance 
that people who offer care to others 
are themselves receiving support. 
Without that care, there is a danger 
that they will become overworked 
and unable to give nurture to others. 

The groups described here have 
been born out of a desire to care for 
people with particular difficulties. 
Jesus tailored his response to specific 
needs and each person who 
approached him, saw the loving 
hand of God in what he did. Pastoral 
care is an extension of that same 
incarnate love of the living God at 
work now. It enables us to see the 
Holy expressed through the practi- 
cal. I feel when we stand before the 
judgement seat of Christ, we will be 
judged according to how we cardd 
for others. It is as important as that. 


TANDEM will bring friends together 

TANDEM will offer a befriending scheme for people whose anxiety, depression or other mental health 
needs have isolated them from other people and ordinary social activities, drawing upon the support of 
our churches, as appropriate. The TANDEM Committee hopes to have the pilot project, with eight to ten 
volunteers working with an enabler, up and running hy mid-summer. The Editor has been talking to 
Margaret Coombs, the Oxfordshire Community Care Rights Adviser, who chairs the TANDEM group, and 
Jon Bowden, a committee member, who has been a user of mental health services. 

Margaret Two years ago, Penelope Weston, the wife of the coming out of that I found it very difficult to meet people 


then Archdeacon of Oxford, started a group called Person 
to Person, because she felt that the Church had a part to 
play in reaching out to people isolated by mental distress. 
Jon and I were involved. Her vision was of a network of 
befriending schemes across the Diocese. The TANDEM 
scheme will be started modestly as a pilot project in 
Oxford City, with links with one or two churches. It will 
be evaluated to provide a model for future initiatives in 
other parts of the Diocese. Further outreach will depend 
on getting more funding. Complementing the excellent 
work undertaken by Archway during the past 15 years, 
TANDEM’s aim is to train and support ordinary people, 
who may be church members, to enable them to reach 
out to people who are battling with mental distress. 

Jon Befriending is a bit of a buzz word. It means different 
things to different people. What we envisage is a kind of 
partnership between people which is mutual. 

Margaret This emphasis on equal partnership is vital. In 
TANDEM, a volunteer will be put in touch with someone 
seeking our support to help them to find ways of becom- 
ing integrated into the kind of social activity that would 
best suit them. I also have this vision of not just a one to 
one service, although that is important, but also of 
friendly, informal groups. The idea of Church should not 
be thrown at people for whom it would be unacceptable 
but, of course, links with church groups offer varied 
opportunities for joining in community life. 

Jon The most important thing is contact. When I was 
experiencing depression and was very low, I had very lit- 
tle contact with anyone and very little to say. When I was 


again, and this is where a scheme like TANDEM comes in. 
I see it as having people involved who are aware of those 
sorts of things and who are prepared to meet regularly to 
do ordinary things like going to the cinema or for a cof- 
fee or whatever. It’s about meeting people where they are 
and being alongside them. This to me is crucial. 

Margaret Befriending is not about being a professional, 
but you do need mental health awareness. People who 
would like to be volunteers will be interviewed because 
regular commitment and the right approach is essential. 
We are currently planning the training course and there 
will be opportunities to tap into other relevant training 
programmes. It’s more a matter of learning quite a bit 
about mental health and then pushing it to the back of 
your mind. It’s also about not being too worried if some- 
one is hearing voices or having troubling thoughts but 
just accepting that this is something the other person 
has to deal with and that he or she has an enormous 
amount to give back in return. All of us go through peri- 
ods of depression, anxiety or vulnerability when we need 
to lean on other people. Volunteers will need to know 
what to do if someone was in a really stressed situation 
and about how the mental health system works. There 
will be back-up from the central Oxford community men- 
tal health team as well as our support and training. 

Jon Bowden is studying theology on the St Alban's and Oxford 
Ministry Course and is a member of SS Mary and John Church. 
Margaret Coombs trained as a mental health social worker and is 
married to a Vicar. If you would like to find out more about TAN- 
DEM, ring Margaret Coombs on 01865 724343 or Jo Saunders . * 
01865 208213. 
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Social changes in atti- 
tudes to marriage and 
family life have had an 
unsettling effect on many 
people. The Diocesan 
Family Life and Marriage 
Education (FLAME) group works to 
support and sustain education in 
family life, marriage and the whole 
range of human relationships. 

Here in the Diocese of Oxford, 
FLAME offers training in parenting 
skills. We can provide courses for 
parents of O-five-year olds, five-1 2- 
year olds and teenagers. There are 
also courses on sex education and 
on parent assertiveness - very valu- 
able! The aim is to help parents 
develop secure, loving relationships 
with their children, with an empha- 
sis on listening and encouragement. 
The training programmes also 
include the needs of parents and 
children for space and strategies for 
dealing with conflict. These courses 
are used widely throughout Britain 
and are highly recommended by 
bodies such as the Health Visitors 
Association. 

There are training courses avail- 
able in marriage preparation and 
renewal. We also have an excellent 
programme for step families called 
‘Learning to Step Together’. 

In all it does, FLAME seeks to 
affirm people in their wish to 
strengthen their relationships and 
to help them to grow and under- 
stand the stresses of life. We would 
be happy to provide a speaker to talk 
about FLAME. For more information 
please contact Heather Llewellyn on 
01491 680718 or Jo Saunders, Social 
Responsibility Officer on 01865 
208213. 
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See more about FLAME’s support 
for marriage on page 9. 


All is not 
well in the 
countryside 


Nick Read writes about how 



Rural Idyll or'prison? 


‘ How blest is he who leads a country 
life, unvexed with anxious cares and 
void of strife.* Dryden’s words are, for 
many, the prevailing image of rural 
England, and not without cause. 
Living in the countryside can be 
extremely restful and is the chosen 
lifestyle of many. However, this image 
of rurality only serves to mask the 
very real stress and depression felt by 
a significant minority of country peo- 
ple at some period of their lives. The 
Rural Stress Information Network 
(RSIN) is a national charity which is 
establishing a support matrix for 
those in rural communities who feel 
distressed and even suicidal. A recent 
caller to the Network who farmed a 
county council smallholding 


Federation of Christian Caring 
and Counselling for 

Bucks, Berkshire and Oxfordshire 

s 



FOCUS is an umbrella 
organisation for 
Christians involved in 
caring or counselling 
in Buckinghamshire, 
Berkshire and 
Oxfordshire. A formal 
membership is for 
those churches, agen- 
cies and individuals 
who are providing 
counselling or caring 
services and who have 
met the criteria 
required for full 
membership. Some of 
the important consid- 
erations for member- 
ship are length and 
type of training as well 
as the vital issue of 
supervision. Associate 
membership is suit- 
able for those inter- 
ested in caring or 
counselling and we 
also have an extensive 
mailing list of anyone 


interested in our 
services or our 
training days. 

Names and details of 
full members are 
published in our 
Directory (£5) and 
Resources List (free) 
and are available for 
those seeking referrals 
to Christian carers or 
counsellors. 

One of the services we 
offer members is a 
reduction in fees for 
our popular and stim- 
ulating training days. 
Recently we have held 
training on the 
subjects ‘Step- 
parenting' and 
‘Pastoral Care'. In 
1 998 we plan to cover 
‘Suicide* and also 
‘Cross-cultural coun- 
selling'. Training days 
also provide informal 
opportunities for 
members to meet 


each other and share 
news and views. It is a 
helpful forum for 
mutual support and 
encouragement. 
FOCUS is run by an 
elected Management 
Committee, account- 
able to the members 
of the Federation and 
guided by a Council of 
Reference who bring 
professional expertise 
from a number of 
relevant disciplines. 
We are pleased to 
receive enquiries from 
any Christian carers 
or counsellors inter- 
ested in membership 
or from clergy or 
others wishing to 
receive a copy of our 
Resources List. Please 
phone: FOCUS 
Secretary: 0118 959 
9166. 

Sheila Stephen, 
Chairman. 


BaMHaaj 

bring suicide 
and self-harm 
out of the closet 

Nearly 5,000 people kill themselves 
every year. However, the Church has 
often chosen to ignore this difficult 
subject. Its last report on the sub- 
ject was ‘Ought suicide to be a 
crime?’ published as long ago as 
1959. 

SASH, the Diocesan group con- 
cerned with issues of Suicide and 
Self Harm, came into being follow- 
ing a Continuing Ministerial 
Education workshop in October 
1995. The workshop was led by 
Chris Tadman-Robins, a non-stipen- 
diary priest at Burford in 
Oxfordshire, soon after he had been 
awarded a Westminster College 
higher degree in theology with a 
thesis which focused on suicide 
and the Christian response. A small 
group under the chairmanship of 
the Revd Ivor Cornish was formed 
as a result of the workshop. 


The SASH group see their main 
tasks as: 

1) To encourage theological thought 
about suicide. Is it in fact always 
wrong? What does the Bible have to 
say on the subject and what are the 
relevant Christian insights? 

2) To support people affected by sui- 
cide - those faced with taking the 
funeral of a person who has com- 
mitted suicide, who need prayers 
which are suitable and sensitive to 
the occasion, and those who are 
responsible for the pastoral care of 
the bereaved. 

3) To encourage awareness of the 
possibility of suicide especially in 
those groups who are particularly 
at risk. Members of SASH have 
worked in Oxford Colleges and in 
schools and are available to preach 
or talk to deanery or other groups. 
SASH will be running a training 
day for FOCUS (see above) in April, 
and on March 1 j will be involved 
with the Pastloral Resources 
Exhibition at Diocesan Church 
House. We are alio in touch with 
other groups in Ahe Diocese con- 
cerned with pas tori 1 care. 

\ Ivor Cornish 
The Revd Ivor Cornish ft an NSM in 
Hawridge, Bucks. He can be contacted 
about SASH on 012 96 630345. 


remarked that ‘this farm feels like a 
prison, without the barbed wire’. In 
danger of bankruptcy, and thereby los- 
ing both his business and his home, 
this young man was in a severely 
depressed condition. 

Farmers are categorised as a ‘high 
risk group’; they have a suicide rate 
which is twice the average for men of 
comparable age. Vets are three and 
half times more likely to commit sui- 
cide than other men. But there are 
other groups of people living in rural 
communities who face pressures such 
as isolation. These include mothers 
with young children, the elderly, 
teenagers, the unemployed and people 
from ethnic minorities. Those suffer- 
ing from stress aren’t present in large 
numbers - which ironically is part of 
the problem - if they were then they 
would be acknowledged and some- 
thing could be done to help. One of 
the critical factors is access to reason- 
ably priced and convenient public 
transport. Although statistics show 


that employment is rising in rural 
areas through industries such as 
tourism and the development of infor- 
mation technology, the same statistics 
rarely indicate that tourism is poorly f 
paid and seasonal, and that high-tech 
jobs are normally unsuitable for those 
made redundant from agriculture and 
forestry. Women in particular often 
have very limited choices of employ- 
ment. Much of the deprivation in 
rural communities is masked by the 
surrounding wealth. 

To whom, therefore, can people 
turn when they feel lonely, isolated or 
simply depressed? Certainly the 
Church remains one of the few nation- 
al organisations with a commitment 
to rural, as well as urban, communi- 
ties. It can make a difference, and 
RSIN is part of the Church’s response 
to the hiddenness of rural stress. For 
further details contact Nick Read at 
the Arthur Rank Centre (Tel: 01203 
412 916) 

See also From the Bishop page 10 


Shades of Glass JLeacC JLigfit 
Studio ‘WincCozvs 


“Small enough to care, 
large enough to cope” 

Craftsman built Lead Light 
and Stained Glass Windows. 

Specialists in Church Window 
refurbishment and replacement. 

Call us for free quotation on: 

* Lead Lights 

* Vandal damage 

* Hand painted detail 

* Stained glass and engraved detail 

* Suppliers of grills/polycarbonate 
protection 

Recognised by Ecclesiastical Insurance 
Group. All work undertaken in our own 
studio. 

References available. 

INTEREST FREE TERMS AVAILABLE 

Shades of Glass 
12 Fane Drive 

Berinsfield, Oxon 0X10 7NB 

Tel: OXFORD 01865 340831 
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A course covering the 
major themes of the Bible: 
its fundamental truth 
and practical application, 
taught by RT Kendall. 


S P R I N G S E S SIGNS 1 9 9 8 


Sex, singleness and marriage January 16 

Is sex before marriage sin ? Why be married? 

Openness to God's Word January 23 

Is being open to the Spirit the same thing as being open to the Word? 

Does God know the future? January 30 

Guest lecturer: Paul Helm, Professor of Phibsophy of Religion, 

King's College, London 

Gifts versus Fruits of the Spirit February 6 

Are they the same? Equally important? Equally avaibble? 

Christian Counselling and Modern Psychology February 13 

Some Christians believe Christian counselling is wrong 
if it applies principles of modem psychology. Is it? 

HALF TERM BREAK February 20 

‘Folk Religion' February 27 

What is it? Where can it be found? Is it good? 

The Ministry of Healing Today March 6 

Is there real healing available today that does 
not have a medical or scientific explanation? 

Biblical Meditation March 13 

Guest Lecturer: Campbell McAlpine, 

author of The Practice of Biblical Meditation 

Do we make God's Promises happen? March 20 

If God gives his word, do we sit still or make sure it happens? 

Offices in the Church March 27 

Are there Apostles today? What are Deacons? Pastors? 

The Significance of Palm Sunday April 3 

Foretold in the Old Testament, referred to 
in all the Gospels, why does this day matter? 

Sessions run from 16 January - 3 April. 7.00 - 8.30pm. 

They are open to all who feel they would benefit from practical study of 
the Bible. A charge of £10 is made if you wish to take the course study 
notes - which are collected week by week as you arrive - but yu j are 
quite welcome to come along free of charge. Notes and tapes are 
available by post, contact the Chapel for details. Light refreshments are 
available from 6.00-6.45pm. (Summer term begins Friday May 1st) 

For further details complete the coupon below and send it to: 
School of Theology, Westminster Chapel, Buckingham Gate 
London, SW1E 6BS. Tel: 0171 834 1731 Fax: 0171 931 8600 

Westminster Chapel is near Victoria (10 minutes walk) and St James’s Park 
(4 minutes walk) Underground stations. It is also accessible via bus 
routes 1 1, 24, 21 1 & 507. Parking is free nearby from 6.30pm. 



r _ | 

I I Please send me the School of Theology Spring 1 998 Prospectus. 

] Please enrol me for the Spring 1 998 Session, which I will be 
attending in person. I enclose a cheque for £10.* 

I I Please send me details of School of Theology by post. 

Name 


Address 


Postcode 


School of Theology, Westminster Chapel, Buckingham Gate, London, SW1E 6BS. 
• (cheques made payable to Westminster Chapel ’) 




Juh. 
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HIGHLANDS HOTEL 
JERSEY 1998 

FREE VIDEO/BROCHURE 
INFORMATION PACK 

* En-suite all rooms * Guest Speaker ministry 

* TV/Direct Dial Telephones (all rooms) 

* Special events 

* Situated peninsula, unrivalled 
sea-views 

* Discounts snr. Citizens/Church groups 

* Children Free (up to 7 yrs) 

TEL: 01534 44288 Fax: 47273 




& 

DISCOVER ISRAEL 


Explore the Jewish Roots of the Christian Faith 
with a Shoresh Christian guide 

1998 TOURS INCLUDE * 

50th Anniversary Tour (2 weeks) 

with Michele Guinness 25/4/98 

The Life and World of Jesus 
Special Celebration 

with Adrian Snell 5/9/98 

We also offer art tours, contemplative prayer, 
sabbaticals, conferences and clergy trips. 
Join one of our tours or we can help you 
organise your own group. 

One price and no hidden costs 
For information 

telephone 01727 810817 or fax 01727 848312 
E mail 100745.3540@compuserve.com 
Shoresh Ltd., 30c Clarence Road, St Albans, Herts AL1 4JJ 


Which CHRISTIAN HOTEL in 
the beautiful LAKE DISTRICT 
had OVER 25% MORE GUESTS 
IN 1997 

but has only increased 
its Summer tariff in 1998 by 
JUST ONE POUND PER WEEK? 

Phone 015395 32733 and ask the 
Managers, David & Susanna Mycock, 
or Grace Whitaker 

P.S. It’s the heart of GRANGE-OVER-SANDS 


REV TREVOR & MRS ANNE DEARING 

have vacant dates in 1998 for 
Spiritual Renewal/ Healing/ Evangelistic 
/Teaching engagements 
No fees. No fellowship too small. 

All denominations. 

Residential weekends and days at 
Launde Abbey, Leics. 

1 4th May, 3rd-5th July, 

1 1 th-1 3th December 

For tapes, books ("IT'S TRUE" £5 + 50p p&p) 
and all engagements write too: 

4 Rock House Gardens, Stamford, Lines, PE9 IAS 

Telephone: 01780 751680 

" Your work here has been deep and far-reaching" 
Archbishop of SE Asia 



UK WORLDWIDE 
EUROPEAN USA 


Disabled Christians 
Fellowship 

Are you a young person with a disability longing for 
a holiday with others of your age? 

If so, please contact: 

0117 9830388 

Holidays also available for other age groups 
Brochure on request. 



Lighthouse 

Sailing 



(A Christian Sailing 
School) 

Learn to sail on the beautiful coast of South Devon/ Cornwall 
Enjoy Christian friendship. 

RYA recognised sea school offering: Competent Crew, Day 
Skipper, Coastal Skipper Certificates. 

Beginners Introductory Courses. 

Superbly equipped 33ft yacht. 

Write or telephone for brochure to: 100 Billacombe Road, 
Plymstock, Plymouth, Devon PL9 7EZ Tel: 01752 481575 



Fun filled action packed holidays 
under canvas, for 10-20 yr olds. 

Explore God’s Word 
Change God’s World. 

This year Anglesey, North Wales. 

Details from: 

WEC Camps , Bulstrode , Oxford Road, 
Gerrards Cross, Bucks SL9 8SZ 
Tel. 01753 884631 


Disabled Christians 
Fellowship 

Are you a young person with a disability 
longing for a holiday with others of your age? 
If so please contact 0117 9830388 
Holidays also available for other age groups. 

Brochure on request. 

Disabled Christians Fellowship is a registered Charity formed 

in 1959, seeking to promote Christian Fellowship and give the less able an 
effective avenue of service, as well as reaching out to share the gospel with 
other disabled who do not know Christ as their Saviour and Lord.The 
Fellowship is an evangelical and interdenominational organisation with the 
Resource Centre in Bristol and local affiliated groups in many areas of the 
British Isles, besides holidays we have a regular magazine called the Vital 
Link, we have a tape Fellowship and also have a Workshop here in Bristol 
serving local disabled with an opportunity to learn more skills. For more 
information contact Jenny on 01 1 7 9830388. 


HOTELBOAT HOLIDAYS 
in the Brecon Beacons 

Treat yourself and be pampered with a relaxing 
holiday on the Mon and Brec canal, arguably 
Britain's most beautiful waterway. 

Fully inclusive short break or week cruises 
aboard the hotelboats 
u Rose' Of Brecon" and " Abergavenny Castle" 
(Awarded four out of five crowns by the English Tourist Board) 
* Excellent freshly cooked food * Constantly 
changing scenery * No single supplements * 
Private cosy cabins* - en suite available * Easy 
start and finish arrangements * No television 
and no smoking! 

For a copy of our colour brochure, write to: 
"Rose of Brecon", Ty Newydd, Pencelli, Brecon, Powys 
LD3 7LJ or telephone 0836 525131 at any time 


SCOTLAND 

MINI BREAKS - Tty our self catering flats 

City centre location. Free car parking. Facilities for disabled people 
July and September mini breaks available minimum stay 3 nights 
Mini breaks £15 per person per night 
Weekly lets available in August during the Edinburgh International 
Festival. Weekly lets from £360 per flat per week. 

FOR DETAILS TELEPHONE 0131 455 4331 
NAPIER UNIVERSITY EDINBURGH 


Whitsuntide in Hungary 

VILLAGE PASSION PLAY + TRADITIONAL DANCE & SONG 
LOCAL CRAFTS + WHITSUN SERVICE *F FOLK WEDDING 
4* 

Festival of World Sacred Music, Fes, Morocco 

A WEEK OF MUSIC FROM THE WORLD'S GREAT RELIGIONS, 
PERFORMED AMID THE SPLENDOUR OF THE MEDIEVAL CITY 

More Information: Folk tours, FREEPOST L0N7833, 
LONDON SE16 IBP Tel: 0171 231 5782 


Centrally heated cottages 
NEAR TORQUAY, 

SOUTH DEVON 

Indoor Swimming pool 
Sauna, Tennis, Fishing, 

Games Barn, Animals, Extensive Gardens 
High standard. Torbay 3 miles 
Rural setting. ETB Four Keys 
Short Breaks before May 
Tel: 01803 872241 


Christian Guild Holidays 
offers all you need for a 
relaxing, refreshing break 
or holiday - whatever the 
weather. 

Join the thousands of 
Christians who enjoy the 
fun, friendship and fel- 
lowship of a Guild 
Holiday at our quality 
hotel centres in superb 
locations throughout 
England. 

For tree colour brochure tel: 
FREEPHONE (24 hrs) 

0800 279 3126 

or write to 

CHRISTIAN GUILD HOLIDAYS 

FREEPOST, MATLOCK, DERBYS 
DE4 9BR 
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4-DAY SAILING BREAKS IN 
CHANNEL WATERS 

WITH CHRISTIAN 
SKIPPER & CREW 

Get away from it all from 
Tuesday to Friday 

Trips in April, May, 
June and September 

Write:- 8 Lynwood Close 
Femdown, Dorset BH22 9TD 

Or phone: -01202 875144 



Excellent conference facilities at 


CAMBRIA HOUSE 

VANDON HOUSE 

37 HUNTER STREET, LONDON WC1N 18J \ 
TEL 0171 837 1654 FAX 0171 837 1229 | 

1 1 VANDON STREET, LONDON SW1H OAH 
| TEL 0171 799 6780 FAX 0171 799 1464 


Friendly, warm, ‘ home away from home 1 atmosphere, 
smart, clean and reasonably-priced B&B. Tea and 
coffee-making facilities in all rooms. 

Full catering facilities available. Near to main line and 
underground stations. 

We can cater for all your conference or seminar needs 
- up to 40 at Vandon and 20 at Cambria. 

Full overhead projector and flip chart facilities. 

Ring either number above for full details. 


Registered Charity No. 305994 


the Eton Dorney 

centre 
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COTSWOLDS 

Enjoy a relaxing holiday in 
the heart of the beautiful 
Cotswold countryside. 
Excellent accommodation 
and personal service by 
Christian hosts. 

We are open throughout the 
year and offer weekly terms, 
3 night breaks and special 
rates out of season 

▼ All rooms have h & c, provision 
for hot drinks and colour T.V.s. 

All have en suites or private 
facilities. New luxury suites’ with 
full bathrooms. 

V Separate tables in spacious dining 
area with new conservatory 

▼ Ample car parking 

▼ Pleasant gardens with terrace, 
lawn and patio enjoying superb 
views. 

▼ Non-smoking throughout. 

For brochure please send s.a.e. to 
Tony & Hazel Gibson, 
Cotswold View Guesthouse, 
Nether Westcote, Chipping Norton, 
OX7 6SD or telephone 01993 
. 830699. N/C 
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Enjoy a break 
on the 
beautiful Hebridean 
Isle of Mull, 
Scotland. 


Phone for colour pack: 

01688 302091 


LAKE DISTRICT 

Coniston and Ambleside 

We offer peace and relaxation with the choice of 

Self-Catering or Bed and Breakfast. 

Stunning views, traditional cottages sleeping 2/5, 
warm welcomes, ensuite rooms. 

Three Keys - Commended - Two Crowns 

Ring 015394 41594 for colour brochure 


DUNSTAN HILL 
ALNWICK 

3 farm cottages with 2 beds, 
sleeps 4/6, all year round 

Terms from £130 p\v 
Tel: Mrs Morton on: 

01665 576481 


Are you between 
18 to 30? 

And a Single Christian? Then why not join us 
in Norfolk at The Pleasaunce Christian 
Holiday and Conference Centre for SEVEN 
DAYS on the 5TH SEPTEMBER 1998. 

There will be a full programme of day 
excursions taking in the various sites around 
Norfolk and in the evening join us over 
refreshments as we discuss Gods Word. 
Participation in everything is totally optional. 

The price is £190, if you share a room. For a 
single room add £12. This includes 
breakfast and evening meal with a packed 
lunch at midday. (On some occasions a 
meal at the centre is provided at midday). 

We are situated in our own 6 acres of ground 
at Overstrand which is 2 miles East of Cromer 
on the North Norfolk Coast. If you would like 
transport to Overstand from either Cromer Bus 
or Train Station, please contact Mark Bandey 
on 01553 763570. 

We are all looking forward to meeting you in 
1998. In the meantime if you have any 
questions please phone either Mark Bandey 

on (01553) 763570 or Melvin Baker on. 
(01756) 794626. 

For an order form please write to: 

The Manager, The Pleasaunce, Overstrand, 
Nr Cromer, Norfolk NR27 0PN. Tel: (01263) 
579 212. 



A Residential Youth 
Centre 

Providing Full Board 
accommodation for youth 
groups up to 35 (min. 20) 
in a comfortable, rural vicarage 
close to the River Thames, 
Windsor. 

At only £16.25 per^person, 
per night. 

Phone or write for colour 
brochure to Colin Morton 
The Eton Dorney Centre, 

The Vicarage, 

Dorney, Windsor, Berks SL4 6QS 


Telephone 
01628 662823 


Chr i sti a n 

ENDEAVOUR 

HOLIDAY 

CENTRES 



The Christian 
Holiday People 


7 Centres situated in the most beautiful areas of Britain 


Beechwood Court 
Conwy, N. Wales 
® 01492 593405 

Sf Rhadagunds 
Venfnor, Isle of Wight 
® 01983 852160 

Ye Homesteade 
Sheringham, Norfolk 
® 01263 822524 


Brockley Hall 
Saltburn, Cleveland 
tr 01287 622329 

St Winifreds 
Rhos-on-Sea, N. Wales 
c 01492 544128 

• 1 998 Colour brochure 
plus further details 
® 01695 573372 

Self catering bungalows in the grounds of Lowenna Manor and The Pleasaunce 
Ideal for Family and Church Holidays: Conferences: Mid-Week Breaks: 
School Parties: Activity Weeks: Special Interest Breaks: Alpha Groups etc. 

Christian Endeavour Holiday Centres Ltd — A Registered Charity 


Lowenna Manor 
Rock, Cornwall 
01706 355359 

The Pleasaunce 
Overstrand, Norfolk 
® 01263 579 212 

Coach Holidays 
To all the centres 
® 01772 728078 . 
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The Bishop of Oxford on the Millennium Continued from page 10 

‘The task of the churches is to forge a link 
between the year 2000 and the name of Jesus’ 


Breaking the 
chains of debt 


In the early stages of planning the 
Millennium there was a worry by the 
churches that the Government was 
not emphasising the Christian dimen- 
sion enough. However Virginia 
Bottomley, when she was Secretary of 
State, in an important keynote lecture 
on the Millennium, delivered earlier 
this year, put in this keynote passage. 
She said: 

‘I am particularly drawn to an idea 
which has been put forward by the 
churches for everyone to have a sim- 
ple, small candle which they would 
light - wherever they are, in 
their homes or streets, or at cel- 
ebrations - during the brief 
period of silence just before mid- 
night on New Year’s Eve 1999. 

We live in a busy and noisy 
world. This would be a ‘minute 
for the Millennium’, a chance 
for us all to pause and take a 
breath - like a diver about to 
plunge into the sea - before we 
embark on the great adventure 
of the new century and the new 
Millennium. A shared moment 
of stillness, and a prayer for 
those who wish to pray, is not 
too much to ask for or to 
encourage’. 


busy recruiting more ringers. Another 
initiative which has created interest is 
that of David Bellamy’s conservation 
foundation which is offering a small yew 
tree from a cutting off one of the two 
thousand-year old trees in our country. 
Thousands of churches including hun- 
dreds from this Diocese have already 
taken up this offer and there will proba- 
bly be a service of dedication late in 1999 
to distribute them. 

Churches together in England have 
produced a booklet entitled A Chance to 
Start Againr This sets out succinctly what 
should be the purpose of the Millennium 



A moment of reflection 

I very much hope that the idea of 
a moment of reflection put for- 
ward by the churches and 
welcomed by people of all faiths will be 
taken up by the Secretary of State for 
Culture, Media and the Arts as a key 
moment in the nation’s celebrations, 
and that it will indeed form part of the 
celebration in every locality in this 
Didcese. 

Following on from this it has been 
suggested that there should be a short 
service in every place of worship at 12 
noon on Saturday, January 1 perhaps 
based around the Lord’s Prayer. This 
prayer still has meaning for many people 
outside as well as within the Christian 
Church. Many other things are already in 
preparation and there is only time to 
mention a few. For example ‘The Open 
Churches Trust’ is working with bell 
ringing associations to ensure that every 
possible church bell is restored and rung 
throughout the country and they are 


The Bishop of London, the Right Revd Richard Chartres,at 
the launch of David Bellamy* s project to distribute thou- 
sands of yew tree cuttings. Photo: Ann Hills 


as the far as the churches are concerned: 
‘The task of the churches in the 
Millennium is to forge a link in peo- 
ple’s minds between the year 2000, 
the name of Jesus Christ, and the 
possibility of personal meaning and 
public hope.’ 

It emphasises that the Church’s strategy 
should owe more to parable than to pro- 
paganda: 

‘The desire should not be to deliver 
packaged Christian answers but to 
open people’s imaginations to the 
story of Jesus Christ which has so 
deeply affected our past and which 
we believe can strengthen us to face 
the future.’ 

I believe that the statement of intent is 
well worth pondering from the point of 
view of how we can make all its aspects a 
reality in our church and in our commu- 


nity. First of all it is about making a link 
in people’s minds between the year 2000 
and the name of Jesus Christ. Secondly it 
points to the possibility of people discov- 
ering a meaning for their personal lives 
at this time. None of us here needs 
reminding of the challenge facing the 
Christian churches at this time when so 
many people in our society are either 
ignorant of the Christian faith or indif- 
ferent to it. Thirdly, this renewal of 
personal meaning cannot be separated 
from the desirability of public hope. For 
a Christian this public hope will not be 
confined to our own country but will 
also embrace .the whole world 
order, especially those at present 
crushed by indebtedness. 

A chance to start again 

Since the publication of A Chance 
to Start Again the Churches have 
developed their thinking and have 
proclaimed three core Jubilee mes- 
sages under the heading ‘A new 
start’. These are: ‘A new start for 
the world’s poor’, in connection 
with which I have already men- 
tioned Jubilee 2000. ‘A new start at 
home’, for we,are also concerned 
of course with the kind of society 
and the kind of homes we want for 
the third Millennium. ‘A new start 
with God’, for that is at the heart 
of all we try to do and must be the 
foundation for the future. 

I very much hope that parishes 
are already thinking hard in con- 
junction with other churches and local 
groups about how these aspirations 
might be expressed and developed. The 
Millennium is a real opportunity to cele- 
brate the name of Christ and to serve 
him. Under God may we be blessed in 
this endeavour. 

+ Richard Oxon 


MILLENNIUM UPDATE 

We plan to have a regular 
Millennium column in The DOOR 
with an emphasis on local events. 
We want it to be lively and useful so 
we need information about your 
plans and lots of ideas. Our address 
is on page 2. 



• Come to the Debt- 
cutters Day on Saturday, 
January 31,1 0am to 4pm 
St Andrew’s Church, 
Hatters Lane, High 
Wycombe. 01 869 338225 

9 Get the Jubilee 2000 peti- 
tion signed in your congre- 
gation, place of work, 
school, shopping centre. 
Forms from Christian Aid, 
CCOW, CMS, Tear Fund, 
USPG 

9 Invite speaker from one 
of these agencies to explain 
Jubilee 2000. Christopher 
Hall has been to Ethiopia 
and can illustrate what debt * 
is doing to people. 0 1 869 
338225 

9 Display the ‘Forgive us 
our debts as we forgive our | 
debtors’ poster to show 
your congregation’s 
support. Send five second 
class stamps to CCOW, The 
Knowle, Deddington, 
Banbury 0X15 0TB 

9 Make plans to join the 
human chain around a 
meeting of the leaders of 
the world’s eight richest 
nations in Birmingham on 
Saturday, May 1 6. Book a 
coach or a rail party ticket. 

For coach seats from 
Oxford phone Jenny Swift, 
01865 246724 

9 Ask Christians with whom ( 
you ai*e linked in the world 
church to get involved. 
Women in Tamil Nadu 
trekked across their Indian 
state collecting signatures 
‘to help our sisters in 
Africa’ 

9 Find out whether your 
twin town knows about 
Jubilee 2000. Write to the 
mayor or local newspaper. 
There are people 
campaigning for Jubilee 
2000 in over 50 nations 




VICTIMS OF VIOLENCE 

Need caring for in the community in a society which 
is often far from caring. The Matthew Trust supports 
them and helps to repair their broken lives. 

The Trust supports other casualties as well - the 
mentally ill people in the community and in prisons 
and secure psychiatric hospital. 

Ours is pioneering work, of vital importance to some of society’s 
most vulnerable people. 

But inevitably it is costly and we are heavily dependent on vour generosity. 

Please support our work in the community with a donation or covenant and 
please remember us in your will. 

Please post your donation to: 

P.O. Box 604, London SW6 3 AG.Tel. 0171 736 5976 

Name 

Address 

enclose £20 Q £50 □ £100 □ Other Q 
I enclose a cheque to The Matthew Trust or please debit my Visa/Access 

AccountNo I l l l I 1 I I I I 1 I i i i i~l 

Expiry date | | | ] | 

Reg. Chanty No. 294966 


Come on 
retreat 
with the 


/^REATIVe 

URJS 


R6TR6A.T 0001/60)6 MT 

PAINTING •POETRY •CALLIGRAPHY 
EMBROIDERY •CREATIVE WRITING 
1998 30 UK. Also Spain, Bayeux and Malta 

For full programme write to: Mrs Lindsay Oliver 
182, High St, STREET, Somerset. BA16 ONH 

with 9" x 6" sae. 


/ TO ADVERTISE s. 
I TELEPHONE DAVID HOLDEN 
^ ON 01865 249205 j 
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IN I fcHNAI KJNAL MINISTRIES 


present 

"AFRICAN QUEST" 

Commencing. Oct. 98. A unique 
missions training and spiritual 
development course based at 
the excellent Kaniki Bible 
College, Ndola, in Zambia 
An ideal "year out" 

Apply now for "98. Call REAP for detail* Tel./Fax. 0121 442 4345 
21 ALCESTER ROAD, BIRMINGHAM B13 8AR 


Learning through 
serving in: ZAMBIA, 
MALAWI, 
MOZAMBIQUE, 
ZIMBABWE and 
SOUTH AFRICA 

This unique nine-month course 
will include training in four 
complementary modules: 

(1) MISSIONS STUDY 

(2) PRACTICAL SKILLS 
^ (3) SERVICE: IN 6 

STATES 
(4) WILDLIFE, 
ECOLOGY, 

WILDERNESS TRAINING 
AND ADVENTURE 


BIBLE STUDY 

SOFTWARE & COMPUTERS 

£30 CD - ONLINE Bible Workshop (Windows) 

£30 CD - SAGE Library Vol 5-330 Christian classics 
£25 CD - Wesley Heritage Library, 50+ authors 
Pentium Computer Pack £1 ,080 VATinc. 

TIMPERLEY EVANGELICAL TRUST 0161 374 1089 

183 WYTHENSHAWE ROAD, MANCHESTER M23 0AD 


A CHRISTIAN PILGRIMAGE 
THROUGH THE RAINBOW NATION 



South Africa - a land shot through with Christian insights, 
mistakes and achievements ... a place to reflect on the power 
of Cod at work in the past and in the present and future. 

From Cape Town, we travel the Carden Route and wind 
inland to follow the old mission trail We meet Christians 
working now, as they were then, to transform this fascinating 
and deeply religious country. 

Our 1998 brochure describes this and other tours, as well 
as self-drive options for visiting the new South Africa. 


L' 


Brochure/advice phone 0171 226 1004 
RAINBOW TOURS, Canon Collins House, II 
64 Essex Road, London N1 8LR 

RAINBOW TOURS 
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Couple who drowned 
together on the Titanic 
remembered in Longcot 

On a dark night in April, 1912 the SS 
Titanic hit an iceberg and sank on her 
maiden voyage. Women and children 
were first into the boats but Lilian 
Carter, the wife of an East End Vicar, the 
Revd Ernest Carter, refused to be parted 
from her husband. The couple were 
among the 1600 people who drowned 
that night. 


In loving memory of 
ERNEST COURTENAY 
CARTER 

Born 17th February 1858 and 
Vicar of St Jude’s, Whitechapel from 
November 1898 to April 1912 
and of LILIAN his wife daughter of 
Thomas Hughes the author of ‘Tom 
Brown’s Schooldays’. Born 3rd March 
1867 who after 14 years of self sacrifice 
in the cause of religion and humanity 
in this parish met death when the SS 
Titanic foundered in the Atlantic after 
collision with an Iceberg on the 15th 
April 1912. 

‘Lovely and pleasant in their lives 
in death they were not divided.’ 

She refusing to leave him 
when offered 
a place in a boat. 


Longcot in the Vale of the White Horse is 
far from the sea but there is a brass 
memorial plate (see above) to them in 
St Mary’s Parish Church. A second 
plate explains that the memorial was 
originally in St Jude’s, Whitechapel 
but when the church was demolished, 
it was transferred to Longcot where 
Mrs Carter’s uncle, John Hughes, had 
been the vicar. Incidentally her father, 
Thomas Hughes, was the author of 


Tom Brown's School Days. The Revd Jim 
Payne, an NSM in Uffington, kindly 
sent us this information which is 
taken from an article he wrote some 
years ago. The memorial attracts many 
visitors, he says. 

The Revd Y L Whitechurch 
writer of thrillers 

A detective thriller. Murder in the College 
is the last place you would expect to find 
an account of a meeting of the Diocesan 
Advisory Committee, but the author, 
Victor Lorenzo Whitechurch, was not 
only a popular novelist but a clergyman 
who spent much of his ministry in this 
Diocese. Born in 1868, he was educated 
and trained for ordination in Chichester 
before becoming Assistant Curate at 
Aston Clinton, Senior Curate at St 
Luke’s, Maidenhead, Vicar of Blewbury 
and, in 1914, Vicar of Aylesbury. Finally 
he was appointed Rector of Hartwell 
with Stone and made an honorary 
Canon of Christ Church before he 
retired to Bognor Regis where he died in 
1933. He wrote amusingly of the clergy, 
particularly the cathedral clergy, and 
one series of books is associated with the 
Berkshire Downs. 

The Canon in Residence ran to 18 edi- 
tions, but many of his 24 novels and two 
religious books are hard to come by, 
including his autobiography Concerning 
Himself (1909). The Very Revd Henry 
Stapleton, the Dean of Carlisle, urgently 
needs a copy of it and of the theological 
books in order to complete his research 
into Canon Lorenzo Whitechurch. Can 
anyone help him please? If so contact 
The Dean at: The Deanery, Carlisle, CA3 
8TZ. It is an intriguing story. Could it be 
that V L Whitechurch is an unsung 
Diocesan hero? 

Diocesan 1 998 Year Book 
The 1 998 Year Book is out. For the first 
time it includes Email addresses and a 
Diocesan Resource section with direct 
dial phone numbers to different depart* 
ments. For a copy send £6 (postage 1 
included) to Mrs Elaine Bowman at 
Diocesan Church House. Cheques to 

‘Oxford Diocesan Publications Ltd*. 

A $ *' * HH m HH 



Lessons in Witney on 
how to catch your man 


‘Let us be fishers of men and not keepers 
of aquariums’ a Saint once said. But the 
vast majority of churchgoers are women. 
So how to win men for Christ and how to 
involve Christian men in that process is 
an urgent concern. In Witney Deanery 
they are determined to find the secret of 
evangelising men. Witney Deanery 
Development and Training Group are 
running a special weekend (May 1 to 3) 
on ‘Reaching Men with the Good News 
of the Christian Faith’ at St John’s. 
Carterton. It will be Jed by the Revd 
Daniel Cozens (pictured above) best 
known as the organiser of the ‘Walk for 
a Thousand Men’ when people in differ- 
ent areas spend some weeks walking 
together sharing their faith. He is 
„ preparing for ‘Walk Kent*. 

During Saturday there will be train- 
ing in reaching out with Christian faith, 
and in the evening groups will go into 
local pubs to practice what they have 
learnt. On Friday at 8pm, Daniel Cozens 
will speak about outreach to men. It will 
be an open meeting for anyone interest- 
ed in this important ministry. Details 
from Sister Penny Horseman. Her tele- 
phone /fax is 01993 776625. 


C E ‘Teddy’ Vogel 1906- 1997 

The Revd Charles Edward Vogel, died on 
December 7 at Ellesborough Manor, the home 
for retired clergy near Wendover. He had a 
distinguished career as a school master and 
taught at Shrewsbury before he was appointed 
to the staff of his old school, UCS in north 
London where he eventually became head- 
master of the junior branch. Early in the 1 940’s 
‘Teddy’ was senior master at UCS and presi- 
dent of the Boat club. I was lucky enough to be 
in two forms in which he taught Latin, Greek 
and Divinity. One day I asked him why 
Christians evangelised. ‘It’s natural,’ replied 
Teddy ‘to want to share joys.’ His integrity and 
faith were invariably inspiring. After retiring, he 
spent a year in reading and travel before 
preparing for ordination. His first appointment 
was as Curate at Little Missenden and then he 
joined the Ridgeway Group Team Ministry. He 
lived happily with his sister, Ria, at Kingston Lisle 
where they are both buried. The Two Worlds’ 
and other sermons were published in 1 987. In 
his foreword the Archbishop of Canterbury 
admired the way Teddy, as a schoolmaster, had 
first won the affection of generations of boys, 
staff and parents before becoming a much loved 
country parson. Eleven years earlier he had 
casually remarked that he was 90. 1 insisted that 
he was only 80. ‘You’re right but what are ten 
years among so many?’ It is unlikely that he had 
made a genuine mistake; more probably he was 
pulling my leg. His charm, wit and wisdom were 
cherished by all who knew him. 

D A Freeman, Naphill near High Wycombe 


DOOR 1 998 delivery dates 

The DOOR will be delivered to deanery 
drop-off points on the following dates: 

March 

February 20 

April 

March 27 

May 

April 24 

June 

May 29 

July 

June 26 

No August DOOR 

September 

August 28 

October 

September 25 

November 

October 23 

December 

November 27 

We are sorry that there were delivery problems in 
some areas in October and November 1 997. 

Clayton Transport 

are doing their best to ensure 

that these do not recur. 


Spread the 
Word! 

Eden Press, the new Christian imprint of Penhaligon Page Limited is 
searching for talented Christian writers who want to share their 
beliefs, hopes and thoughts, through the medium of poetry, with their 
fellow Christians. 

A collection of poetry in an Easter theme is being put together for 
publication in 1998 and your entries are invited. We can accept up 
to three poems which should be no longer than 30 lines. Your poetry 
can be written in any style but must be written with an Easter theme. 
A prize of £50.00 will be awarded to the author of the best poem, 
and a donation of £200.00 will be sent to the charity of the winner's 
choice. All those published by Eden Press will receive a copy of 
Kenneth Stevens' excellent new book, Poetry: How to get Published \ 
How to get Paid. 

If you would like to be part of this exciting and charitable venture, 
please send your entries to: Ruth Byars, DOOR Easter Project, Eden 
Press, The Malthouse, Llangollen LL20 8HS. Entries should arrive no 
later than 31st January 1998. 

If you would like to speak to Ruth Byars, please feel free to phone on 
(01978) 869109. 

Alternatively, you can fax on 
(01978)869110 




THE COMPLETE 


CHRISTIAN HOLIDAY 


FOR ALL THE FAMILY 


The Place 


Situated in Tiverton, Blundell's School is 
the venue for this relaxing holiday. The 
school is surrounded by acres of 
beautifully kept grounds and offers 
superb recreational activities. 


Featuring 


SALTMINE TRUST 
PO Box 1 5 Dudley 
West Midlands DY3 2AN 
Tel: 01 902 881080 
Fax:01 902 881099 
email:smine@ibm.net 

Registered Charity No. 1038007 


Lots of fun, excellent food and good 
fellowship feature strongly in / ~ 
programme of Bible teachir 
celebrations and leisure ac 
involving Saltmine's Band - Audacity, 
Theatre Company, Steve Fenning, J 
Price and Derek Page, plus many more 
Combined with relevant Bible teaching 
and times of celebration, of 
activities include: 

• Swimming 

• Tennis 

• Climbing 

• Squash 

• Bouncy Castle 
plus new activities for 
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A step forward in 
the homosexuality 
debate 

THE WAY FORWARD? CHRISTIAN VOICES ON 
HOMOSEXUALITY AND THE CHURCH edited byTim 
Bradshaw, Hodder & Stoughton, £8.99 ISBN 0-340-69393-2 


This book is a follow-up to the 
St Andrew’s Day Statement 
drawn up in 1995 by a distin- 
guished group of evangelical 
scholars. It contains contribu- 
tions by a surprising variety of 
writers from traditional conser- 
vative to strong advocacy for 
gay/lesbian relationships. 
Contributors include Rowan 
Williams, Gerald Bray, Jeffrey 
John, Michael Vasey, Elizabeth 
Stuart and Martin Hallet. Tim 
Bradshaw valiantly attempts the 
impossible task of summing up. 
Some key issues are opened up. 
For example, should homosexu- 
al relationships be thought of 
as analogous to ‘marriage* or is 
‘friendship’ the significant fac- 
tor? The most significant essays 
are probably those by the two 
professors (in the British sense). 

Homosexuality in the Church: 

‘ Can there he a fruitful theological 
debate? by Oliver O’Donovan will 
probably upset many evangeli- 
cals, especially those who only 
read it once, and are convinced 
that ‘what we need is not a 
debate but a Confession'. 

Remarks like ‘The gay 
Christian must learn to attest 
the truth of the gay self- con- 
sciousness in the light of the 
Gospel' need to be read in con- 
text and may easily be 
understood. O'Donovan wants 
debate that is open to the ques- 
tion of homosexual vocation 
and to the judgement that 
homosexual acts are a manifes- 
tation of fallen humanity. 

This is an important article 
which deserves to be pondered 
carefully. 

Can Hermeneutics (the study of 
interpretation) Ease the Deadlock? 
Some Exegesis and Hermeneutical 
Models by Tony Thiselton con- 
tains both an irenical discussion 
about hermeneutics and vigor- 
ous argument for the relevance 
of the New Testament (especial- 
ly 1 Corinthians 5: 9-11) to 
homosexual relationships today. 


Personally I think answers to 
some fundamental questions 
would help: what is the nature 
and significance of genital 
behaviour? What makes it dif- 
ferent from ordinary stroking, 
embracing, kissing etc.? 
Connected to this would be 
investigation into relationships 
between adults and children; 
explanation of the devastating 
effects of rape (even compared 
to other forms of violent attack) 
and what about masturbation? 
How do we evaluate that? Is it 
enough to refer to Baden 
Powell's Scouting for Boys ? How 
relevant is mutual masturba- 
tion? 

From a conservative or tradi- 
tional point of view, there seems 
to be at least a growing accep- 
tance of gay and lesbian 
Christians as real Christians. 
Many acknowledge the devotion 
and pastoral effectiveness of gay 
and lesbian clergy. But there 
remains a strong fear, which 
may boil down to this: 

‘Where will it stop? If homo- 
sexual relationships are 
accepted as just as normal and 
valid as heterosexual ones, will 
we not end up with many more 
people in homosexual relation- 
ships who could have had a 
normal marriage and family?' 

There is a great deal to be 
learnt from this book, both in 
terms of issues and argument, 
and the way that debate should 
be conducted. It seems to bear 
witness to some progress in 
learning to think through diffi- 
cult issues honestly and in 
fellowship with each other. May 
it encourage more of the same. 

Mike Butterworth 

The Revd Dr Mike Butterworth is 
Principal of the St Alban's and 
Oxford Ministry Course 



Study for Lent 98 

I THE SHAPE OF 
LIVING 

by David F Ford, 
Fount, £6.99 
ISBN 000 6280358 

The shaping of your 
character and soul, 
organising time and 
energy, and looking 
into vocations and 
compulsions are 
some of the issues 
examined in the 
Archbishop of Canterbury's 1998 Lent book. 
With its stories of suffering and healing, this 
is no idealistic exercise in theology - we read 
of real lives which have been transformed just 
as our own can be. The book includes ques- 
tions for use in discussion groups. 





Jewels in 
India’s 
Crown 

SISTERS OF 
THERAj 

by Valerie Bonham, 

Community of St John 
Baptist, Windsor, 

£12.95 (3rd of 3) 

ISBN 0 95087 1 036 
In 1880 the Clewer sisters were invited to 
supervise the nursing in the hospitals of 
Calcutta. Through the cheerful letters of the 
sisters themselves we gain a unique insight 
into the administration of the British Raj and 
how the sisters’ love transcended religious 
and caste boundaries. Valerie Bonham is NSM 
at her husband’s church, St Mary’s in Speen. 


Sisters of the Raj 
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A double bereavement 

HOLDING ON by Patricia Holman, Unicorn Press, £5.99 

Patricia Holman’s story is hardly commonplace. This is the true 
story of how she lost her only child and her husband within five 
years. She is a member of St Francis Church in Langley, Slough and 
it is, in a way, a story of everyday Christian people in the Diocese of 
Oxford. 

The story starts with the Christmas shopping trip when her 22- 
year old son went missing. His body was not found for over two 
months and nobody, not even the coroner, was able to provide any 
answers. Three years later, her husband died suddenly from a heart 
attack. It was said at his funeral that he died of a broken heart. 

In this personal tragedy, ‘holding on' was the only option. 
Holding on to friends as well as to faith. It is a moving account, 
partly because it is written so simply. The author says, ‘If my story 
helps even one person who has to endure bereavement of any sort, 
then it will have been worth the telling.' 

John Hammersley 

The Revd John Hammersley is the Diocesan Portfolio Training Coordinator 
for Buckinghamshire 


Grieving in your own way 

JUST MY REFLECTION by Sr Frances Dominica, DLT,£ 1 2.95 


‘Helping parents to do things 
their way when their child dies' 
is the subtitle of this book by 
Sister Frances Dominica, 
founder of Helen House chil- 
dren’s hospice. It combines 
practical advice with prayers, 
readings and songs which could 
be used at the funeral. 

In addition to advice on plan- 
ning a funeral, Part One offers 
practical information on diffi- 
cult questions such as how to 
tell classmates, what happens at 
a post-mortem and how to write 
a death notice, and there is a 
whole chapter on ‘Non-Christian 
customs surrounding death'. 

Part Two includes an extract 
from Waterbugs and Dragonflies 


by Doris Stickney, a story for 
children explaining the death 
of a five-year old (Mowbrays, 
£4.99. ISBN 0 264 674 413). 

I recently tested the selection 
for myself when I was invited to 
be with the Orthodox Jewish 
family of a beloved friend when 
they scattered her ashes by the 
sea. She was a non-believer and 
had taken her own life so I want- 
ed a prayer which would reflect 
her rather complicated life. I 
found it in Just My Reflection. It 
came from the Reform Judaism 
Prayer Book and on that deso- 
late shore, it was wonderfully 
comforting. 

Christine Zwart 
Editor 


Top ten books 

compiled by St Andrew’s 
Bookshops 

1 What they didn’t teach 
me in Sunday School (Ed: 
Rob Parsons, Hodder 
and Stoughton, £5.99) 
ISBN 0 3406 4276 9 

2 Flame in my heart (Ed: 
David Adam, Triangle, 
£5.99) 

ISBN 028105033 3 

3 Questions of Life (with 
study guide) (Ed: Nicky 
Gumbel, Kingsway, 
£5.99) 

ISBN 085476591 3 

4 When you walk (Ed: 
Adrian Plass, BRF, £7.99) 
ISBN 0 7459 3552 4 

5 The Sacred Diary of 

Adrian Plass aged 45 3/4 
(Ed: Adrian Plass, 

Marshall Pickering, 
£5.99) ISBN055103068 2 

6 Searching Issues (with 
study guide) (Ed: Nicky 
Gumbel, Kingsway, 
£4.99) 

ISBN 085476586 7 

7 The DAY I FELL DOWN THE 
toilet (Ed: Steve Turner, 
Lion, £3.99) 

ISBN 07459 3640 7 

8 How TO SUCCEED AS A 
parent (Ed: Steve Chalke, 
Hodder and Stoughton, 
£5.99) ISBN034067903 4 

9 A LIFE WORTH LIVING 

(with study guide) (Ed: 
Nicky Gumbel, 

Kingsway, £4.99) 

ISBN 08547 6585 9 

10 With hearts and 

HYMNS AND VOICES (Ed: 
Pam Rhodes, Lion, 
£5.99) ISBN074593701 


When you study at 

Plater College 

you get a Grant NOT a LOAN! 

Yes, it’s true!!!! 

To study at Plater College you need little or nothing in the way of formal 

qualifications. 

Yes - that’s right! 

The grant covers full board accommodation at the College as well as all 
educational costs. 

You have to be over 20 - there is no upper limit. 

Few Plater College students did very well at school - that is what the 
College exists for - to provide adults with a second chance to complete 
their education. 

Courses: Theology Law Social Studies Social Administration 
Pastoral Studies 

To find out more - just telephone 01865 740506 Now! 
or write to Plater College, Pullens Lane, Oxford OX3 ODT 

Registered Charity No. 309719 


Onler of Carmelite) 

< 

The Friars, AYLESFORD, Kent ME20 7BX 
Tel: 0J622 717272 Fax: 01622 715575 
A Registered Charity providing retreats No. 1061342 


RETREATS AND COURSES 1998 
February 20-22 - Preparing for Lent. 

Fr Mark Beanie OCD. A prayerful entry 
to the Lenten season using the Scriptures. 
Cost: £77 single room. £77 shared room. 
£69 senior citizens 

March 20-23 - Lay Carmel in Spring. 

Fr Alphonsus Brennan 0 Carm. Cost: 
£72 single room. £67 shared mom. £64 
senior citizens. 

April 9-12 - Holy Week Retreat. Fr 

Fabian Cunliffe O Cam. A time for 
reflection on the sacred mysteries 
celebrated at this time. Cost: £105 single 
room. £100 shared room, £95 senior 
citizens. 

May 1-3 • Towards Wholeness. Dr 
Pietm Pizzo. Through groupwork Icam 
how to awaken your self-healing potential 
by developing a holistic approach to life. 
Cost: £105 single room. £100 shared 
mom. £95 senior citizens. 

May 29-31 - Mary in the Heart of the 
Chureh. Fr Wilfrid McGreal 0 Cam. 
Can Mary’s place in the early Church 
throw light on her significance for today's 
Church and especially on the role of 
women in it? Cost: £77 single mom, £72 
shared mom, £69 senior citizens. 

July 17-19 - Our Lady of Mount 
Carmel Fr Denis Lynch O Cam. A 
prayerful reflection on Mary’s place in 
Carmelite spirituality and in our lives. 


Cost: £77 single room, £72 shared mom. 
£69 senior citizens. 

August 14-16 • Enneagram: Basic 
Workshop. Sr Felicity Young OSU. An 
introductory workshop providing insights 
into ourselves to enable us to grow 
psychologically and spiritually and realise 
our full potential. Cost: £77 single room, 
£72 shared mom. £69 senior citizens. 
September 11-13 - Lay Carmel in 
Autumn. Fr Fabian Cunliffe OCarm. 
Cost: £72 single mom, £67 shared room. 
£64 senior citizens. 

October 16-18 - Myers-Briggs: Bask 
Workshop. Fr James Moran O Carm. A 
non-threatening insight into our personal 
giftedness; how w e can use it for our ow n 
growth and for our understanding of 
others. Cost: £77 single mm, £72 shared 
mom. £69 senior citizens. 

November 27-29 - Advent Retreat. Fr 
Wilfrid McGreal O Cam. An opportunity 
to prepare ourselves for the arming of the 
Lord. Cost: £77 single mom. £72 shared 
mom. £69 senior citizens. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 
AND BOOKINGS, please write with 
an SAE to: 

The Reception Office, 

The Friars, 

AYLESFORD 
Kent ME20 7BX 
Tel: 01622 717272 
Fax: 01622 715575 


St Andrew's Bookshops 

Across the Diocese 

Would you like to join our Mailing List, for regular 
information on new Books, special offers, and events? 
Please fill in the details below, and send it to:- 

St Andrews Bookshops, 1 Castle Court, 
MAIDENHEAD. SL6 6DD. 



Branches at: 
Maidenhead 
Wolverton 
St Clements, & 
St Ebbes, Oxford 
Reading 
Witney 
Wokingham 


Tel: 01628 621985 
Tel: 01908 221331 

Tel: 01865 247567 
Tel: 0118 9576078 
Tel: 01993 709429 
Tel: 0118 9776715 


Title: 

Name: _ 
Address: 


Town: 


Registered in England no. 1299980 Postcode: — 

Registered Office (as above) Minister Q 


Initials: 


_ County: 

_ Telephone: . 

Pastor □ PLEASE TICK 


A 
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HOMELESS WEEK BEGINNING 1st FEBRUARY 1998 



THE Christian Alliance 
Centre, 2 Seeker Street, 
Waterloo SE1 8UF has 
completed its major 
upgrading programme to 
accommodate its 121 
residents in single and 
double, self-catering 
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accommodation. 

The spacious Study 
Room, Music Room, 
recreational area with 
Pool, Table Tennis, Darts 
and a Gymnasium is still 
proving very popular with 
residents. Vending 


WHITECHAPEL MISSION 


FOR THE HOMELESS AND ROOTLESS 
OF EAST LONDON 

Entirely supported by voluntary gifts of food, clothing, 
money and prayer. 

WE NEED YOUR HELP ALL YEAR ROUND 

Warden: Mr Tony Miller 
Minister: Revd Richard Chappie 

212 Whitechapel Road. London El 1BJ 
Tel. 0171 247 8280 Fax. 0171 377 5762 

A Registered Charity Number 227905 to provide respite and homes 
for the Homeless of East London. 


Who'll be sleeping on 
this Ad tonight? 

How would you like to spend the night sleeping on this Ad? 
Thousands of homeless people do precisely that. 

There are many reasons for each person: many are mental- 
ly ill. Others have alcohol or drug problems. Some simply 
cannot cope. 

There are no set rules to being homeless. 

That's where The Passage can help. The Passage is more 
than a Day Centre. It's home for hundreds of 'roofless' peo- 
ple each day. 

We give them food, clothing and a shower. We can offer 
them help: Advice, Counselling, Medical Care plus a Job 
Club are just some of the services preparing the way for our 
res attlement work. 

In addition, we also operate an Emergency Night Shelter 
acc ommodating 50 people, 365 days a year. 

Yet we have to rely on your help to continue. 

Every homeless person we help costs an average of £5 each 
day. With many hundreds in our care, it’s a thought worth 
sleeping on. 

Please be generous, send your donations to: 

l Sr Bridie Dowd DC, The Passage Day Centre, 
Department TD, St Vincent's, Carlisle Place, 

London SWtP 1NL 

Telephone enquiries to: 0171 828 4183 

Ptet se send me more information about The Passage □ 

Pleise maka cheques payable to The Passage 

Nane 

Adcress 


Re< istered Charity No 287297 
A rt gistered charity existing to care for 
hor eless people. 
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Mission of Caring on Skidrow 

The Simon Community is a registered charity 
cor imitted to caring and campaigning for and 
wit i homeless people. 

We aim to work with those who are unable to 
acc;pt existing help, and for whom no other 
adequate provision exists. 

We have been running for 34 
years, always at the grass-roots 
of homelessness, i 
We can send you the following 
information and resources free 

BOOKS 



No i ixed Abode 


Car ng on Skidrow 


The Untouchables 


Our History by 
Anton Wallich-Clifford 
Our Philosophy and 
practice by 
A Wallich-Clifford 
A collection of Street 
histories by Neil 
Ansell 

Sch As Homelessness in 

Overview 1994 
Sire t Cafe resource pack Postcards (packs of 10 
199 for £1) 

donations of food, blankets and underwear 
would be gratefully received 
Reply to: 

IV! • Ewan Brown, Joint Community Leader 
The Simon Community, PO Box 1187 
London NW5 4HW 
Telephone: 0171 485 6639 


machines plus a token 
operated laundry system 
contributes to the inner 
and the outer person’s 
health and enjoyment! 
Our location on the South 
Bank makes a 10 minute 
walk to. the various 
theatres, cinemas and 
other attractions an easy 
expense on the pocket 
with the Waterloo Main 
Line and Tube Station, 
buses and taxis only 4 
minutes away. 

Local shopping precincts 
host major supermarkets 
and other stores The 
Strand is a 12 minute 
walk across Waterloo 
Bridge. 

The CAC is a residential 
Centre catering especially 
for young people between 
the ages of 18 and 30 
years and provides 
accommodation for up to 
three years’ duration. The 
Centre was established 
for the specific purpose of 
providing safe * and 
affordable accomm- 
odation for young people 
coming to London for the 
first time and, after 21 
years, it is doing just that 
and more! 

CAC functions within a 
Christian environment 
and the Prayer Room and 
resident initiatives like 
the Genesis Science. and 
Natural History project is 
a popular feature with 
residents. 

Cable Television, Internet 
and E-Mail facilities are 
offered and Pastoral and 
professional counselling 
services are available. 
Contact the Deputy 
Manager, Mr Morton 
Johnston, for further 
details . 


The St Vincent de Paul 
Society, in partnership 
with The Depaul Trust, 
are planning a very 
special event. On May 
2nd 1998 a journey in the 
footsteps of St Vincent 
will begin. The journey 
starts in London, then on 
to Paris for the pilgrimage 
to begin. The walkers will 
go from Dax, along the 
spectacular Pyrenean 
ridge, to Roncevaux on 
the frontier between 
France and Spain. 

At the end of the walk thp 
pilgrims will attend a 
celebratory mass at St 
Lazare, St Vincent’s final 
resting place. 

We are looking for 100 
pilgrims who are 
prepared to take up the 
challenge to walk 20 KM 
a day for five days and in 
doing so raise money for 
the important works of 
the SVP and the Depaul 
Trust. 

As well as being a great 
adventure this will be a 
spiritual journey for all 
those who take part . . . 
This journey’s end will 
mean the SVP and the 
Depaul Trust can use the 
money raised to help 
people begin their own 
journey towards a more 
hopeful future. 

Jim O’Connor - National 
President of the initiatives 
St Vincent de Paul 
Society said: 

“The pigrimage in the 
footsteps of St Vincent is 
a great opportunity to 
promote the important 
work and raise much 
needed funds for both the 
SVP and The Depaul 
Trust. 

“The charities work with 


PROVIDENCE 

ROW 



(Registered Charity 207454) 

Building on our long tradition of a Christian and 
professional response to the homeless and 
dispossesed. 

Since 1860 we have been helping people find a way 
back to settled living through access to 
acccommodation, training and long-term support. 
There are so many ways you can help us continue this 
work. Donations and enquiries to: 

Sister Winefride at: 

Providence Row, 50 Crispin Street, 

London El 6HQ 
Tel. 0171 375 0020 


/ enclose a donation for your work . 

Please debit my Mastercard □ Visa Q 
CharityCard □ (tick) 

Expirty Date ill Amount £ 

Date: 

Cheques Should be made payable to Providence Row 
Please send me further information about the work of 
Providence Row 

Name 

Address 


Postcode 


some of the most needy 
people in our society with 
the SVP performing 1.5 
million home visits a year 
in England & Wales to 
families and individuals 
in material and other 
need. Together they 
provide housing for 
young homeless people, 
the basics for the 
impoverished, holidays 
for the disadvantaged, 
food centres, support for 
the isolated and people 
with disabilities through- 
out the country. 


1 “ Share your bread with the hungry 
1 and shelter the homeless poor .” 

aft ISAIAH 58:6-7 


PLEASE BE A 
FRIEND TO 
HOMELESS PEOPLE 

^ n 

jm 



Postcode _ 


BE A 


TO HOMELESS PEOPLE 


The pilgrimage is an 
excellent way for all 
those active people who 
want to do something 
positive and tangible for 
those in need.” 

For information on the 
pilgrimage please 

contact: Alex Green - 
Marketing & 

Communications Officer, 
The Depaul Trust - 1 St 
Vincent Street, London 
W1M3HD. 

Tel. 0171 935 0111 
Fax. 0171 935 6561. 




LIVERPOOL 
CITY MISSION 

Reaching into the inner-city. 
Seeking to meet both practical and 
spiritual needs via Industrial 
Chaplaincies, working among the 
poor and homeless. 

0151-260 8866 

for further details 


The Christian Alliance House Association Ltd. 

The Christian Alliance Centre 
2 Secker Street, Waterloo SE1 8UF 

• Self-catering accommodation for young people between 1 8 & 
30 yrs 

• Double and single rooms 

• TV rooms, SKY television, gymnasium, 24-hour reception ser- 
vice, good security, senior staff member always on duty, resi- 
dent participation, prayer room, study room, laundry, vending 
machines, music practice room, counselling/Pastorial 
service. 

• Cheapest rates in the very centre of London 

• Alsp ideal for UK young people coming to London for the 
first time 

Happy atmosphere and telephone in all rooms. 

Rates and other information on request, apply to. . . 

The Deputy Manager, Mr Morton Johnston 
on 0171 450 4998 


Last night on the street 
— tonight both safe at 
St Mungo's 


M 


pic : Bruce Tanner 

It probably says a lot about St Mungo's that when we 
take people off the street, we find room for their best 
friend too. We make it our policy not to turn anyone 
away from our hostels if it can be avoided. Being in 
St Mungo's means a clean, warm bed in a safe haven. 
And once we accept people we do all we can to 
rehabilitate, retrain and resettle them. In providing 
accommodation for over 1000 people a night 
St Mungo's has set itself very high standardsindeed. 
Will you help us to maintain those standards? We'd be 
grateful and so would homeless people in London, not 
to mention their dogs. Please send whatever you qin 
afford, with the coupon below. 


I would like to. support St Mungo's work with homeless people in London 

and I enclose a cheque/ po for £ or please debit my 

Visa /Access card no... — 

Exp.date Signed - 


Name (please print)... 
Address 


Please send to: 

Si Mungo's, Froopott, Room 14, Attantic Houm, 1-3 RocMoy Rood, London W14 0DJ 


Charity exempt from registration (Friendly society No 20598R) 

□ 


please tick if you prefer us not to pass on 
your details to other charities 


Church Housing Trust is a charity offering security, 
independence, rehabilitation and support for 
homeless people of all ages. Your true Christian 
friendship can transform the lives of homeless people. 
SUPPORT Please pray for our work and help 
with a donation so this work can 
grow. Please give your support, 
now, by returning the coupon to: 
FRIENDS DEPARTMENT, CHURCH 
HOUSING TRUST, SUTHERLAND 
HOUSE, 70-78 WEST HENDON 
Reg Charity No 802801 BROADWAY, LONDON NW9 7BT. 

r I would like to become ‘a Friend to Homeless People’. 

J Please accept my donation of £ ^ 

J Please send me details of your work 

Name and Title 1 

Address : . ‘ . • . . 



0 ## 

2-10 May, 1998 

"Take a walk in the Pyrenees mountains and 
make other people feel better!" 

| Pilgrimage starts and ends in Paris ■ Only £200* plus minimum sponsorship 

| Explore the birthplace of St Vincent de Paul ■ Flights, food and accommodation included 
| Walk along the spectacular Pyrenean ridge * refundable to top fundraisers 

Call now: 0171 935 0111 pOq 

SVP charity No. 1053992 L^sJ 

P/ The Depaul Trust Charity No. 802384 



I am unable to take part in the pilgrimage, but would like to make a donation: 

Please find my donation of £ Ref: DOORO/97 

Payable to "Depaul Footsteps account" 

Mr/Mrs/Ms 

Address 

Postcode 

Please send c/o The Depaul Trust, FREEPOST 19 LON8424, LONDON W1E 5AL 
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Olympia Tracing Services 

Specialists in searches for birth family 
members of adopted people. Searches 
for missing friends and relatives 
also undertaken. 

For details of conditions and 
fees please contact: 

Kevin Whelan 
Olympia Tracing Services 
48 Holland Road, 

London W14 8BB 
Tel. 0171 602 5314 



A WARM WELCOME AWAITS 

Our homes offer top class facilities in a Christian environment with a 
wide range of eligibility for residence. More information about any of 
these homes may be found by contacting the homes direct. 

We have homes at: 

GRANGE OVER SANDS 

Westerley, The Esplanade, Grange over Sands, 

Cumbria LA11 7HH. Tel: 01539 532408 

The home is situated on the Esplanade overlooking beautiful 


HAMILTON HOUSE 

West Street, Buckingham 

Hamilton House is an extremely comfortable, well equipped 
and spacious Home providing respite, convalescent 
and long term care. 

The Home, which is located in the heart of Buckingham, 
enjoys many benefits including highly qualified and 
caring staff, full-time 

Activities Organiser, regular outings, Medical Officer cover 
and sophisticated security. 

To arrange a viewing, or for our comprehensive brochure, 
piease contact Mrs Wickham 
Telephone: Buckingham (01280) 813414 


t 


ALAN G. WRIGHT & CO LTD 
Monumental 
Masons 

Sherborne House, Shaw Hill 
Newbury RG14 2EQ 

Telephone: (01635) 40480 

for a free brochure and advice 


Hraipton Jifli Nursing Untnr 

Small, friendly nursing home situated in the pleasant village of 
Chinnor providing total nursing care in comfortable 
surroundings. 

Single and Companion Rooms • En suite facilities available 
• Long or short stay • Lift to first floor • Full central heating 
• Minibus. 

For further information and/or an 
appointment to view please contact: 

Mrs. M. Adams (Matron) on Telephone (01844) 351766 
36 Lower IcknMd Way, Chinnor, Oxford 0X9 4EB 


ALZHE1 


EPS DISEASE 


We are a Registered Nursing Home, specialising in the 
tranquilliser-free care of patients with Alzheimer’s disease. 
We have qualified and experienced staff, large gardens 
and grounds, and beautiful views. 

If you are interested in long term, 
or respite care, contact: 

GEORGE TUTHILL 
who will be pleased to show you around. 

^UKDINCTON Near Banbury 

^R)USB Oxon OX17 1SD 

Telephone: (01295) 750513 



UNLOCK 
THE 

CASH IN 
YOUR HOME 

Any Age 
No Repayments! 
No Risk! 

Telephone or write including phone number to: 

Farnham Financial Services, 

121 A New Road, Brixham, 
South Devon TQ5 8BY 

FREEPHONE 0800 0264641 

or Tel. 01803 883313 


DISABLED CARE AND MOBILITY 

SHOWROOM OPEN MON-SAT INC. 9.30am TO 4.00pm TEL. 01793 701313 

514 CRICKLADE ROAD, (OPP. MOONRAKER RUB) SWINDON. 


POWERCHAIRS AND SCOOTERS 





For a sense of freedom . . .out of doors . . .and around the home 





WALKING AIDS 


STAIRLIFT 


BATHLIFT - 

PHONE FOR A FREE MAIL ORDER CATALOGUE AND BROCHURES 
LOCAL SALES AND SERVICE - FREEPHONE 0500 124688 


Morecambe Bay. Local amenities: There is a small shopping area to 
the rear of the building which can serve most of the residents' 
personal needs. The church is in this shopping area - only five 
minutes' walk from the home. A good bus service offers residents 
the opportunity to travel further afield and there are many beautiful 

VYE STC UFF QH SEA 

Westerley, 1 Winton Avenue, Westcliff on Sea, 

Essex SSO 7QU. Tel: 01702 349209 

The home is situated about 250 yards from the Cliff Gardens which 
overlook the River Thames estuary and the county of Kent. Local 
amenities: An active theatre is situated across the road from the 
home and the area offers all the facilities of a seaside resort. There 
is a good bus and train service Southend-on-Sea which has a 
modern, pedestrianised shopping centre. 

MINEHEAD 

Westerley, King Edward Road, Minehead, 

Somerset TA24 5JB. Tel: 01643 702066 

The home is situated just off the main road which runs into the town 
centre, about half a mile away. It is about 10 minutes walk from the 
home to the sea. Local amenities: The home is close to the beautiful 
Quantock Hills and the town is served by a country bus service and 
the West Somerset Private Railway. Private coaches run frequent 
trips to towns and villages in the West Country. 

WQ9PHALL SPA 

Westerley, The Broadway, Woodhall Spa, 

Lines LH10 6SQ. Tel: 01526 352231 

The home is situated on the tree lined main road leading through 
Woodhall Spa about one third of a mile from the village centre. Local 
amenities. Woodhall Spa is a large, delightful village on the southern 
edge of the Lincolnshire Wolds. It is built in and surrounded by trees 
which shelter it from east coast winds. Woodhall Spa is midway 
between Lincoln, Boston and the Lincolnshire coastal resorts. 
R1QKMAN3WQRTH 

Westerley, Chorleywood Close, Rickmansworth, 

Herts WD3 4EG. Tel: 01923 775789 

The home is situated just off the main road leading to Amersham 
and is within a short walk of the centre of the old town of 
Rickmansworth from which there is a direct rail link to London. Local 
amenities: Rickmansworth offers easy access to Watford and 
London, a good local theatre, a large variety of shops. The home is 
close to the Grand Union Canal, Rivers Colne, Gade and Chess and 
the local Aquadrome, which includes lakes and a nature reserve - all 
within about a mile from the home and providing some interesting 
and scenic walks. 

For more details about LPMA Homes , 
telephone: 01923 775856. 
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Mutual A id Homes 


CALLING ALL 
PREACHERS! 

Our Mutual Aid Homes are now able 
to offer long and short term residential 
or respite care to licensed or 
accredited lay preachers of all 
Christian denominations, and their 
spouses or dependants. 

We have homes in delightful 
surroundings at Grange-over-Sands, 
Minehead, Westcliff-on-Sea, Woodhall 
Spa and Rickmansworth, and we are 
committed to maintaining a Christian 
community atmosphere. 

Our quality of care is highly acclaimed 
and our charges compare favourably 
with any other Home in the private 
sector. 

Further information may be obtained 
from: 

Godfrey Talford 
Methodist Local Preachers 
Mutual Aid Association, 

Head Office: 

Chorleywood Close, 
Rickmansworth, Herts 
WD3 4EG 

Telephone No. (01923) 775856 


TO ADVERTISE 


TELEPHONE 
PAVIP HOLDEN 

wi 0186$ 249205 
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UNIVERSAL CARE 


Caring in your 
own home 



^ For a helping hand 

\ 01494 678503 

. '-'Chester House, 9 Windsor End 
Beaconslield. Buds HP9 2IJ 


ACCOMMODATION 


BUCKINGHAMSHIRE 


s 

CHILTERS 

HUNDREDS 

HOUSING 

ASSOCIATION 


Self-contained accommodation available in a small purpose- 
built block on the edge of Penn village. 

Penn Mead is situated opposite the Parish Church and has 
traditionally housed retired clergy. 

If you, or a member of your family, are 55 or over, please 
apply for further information to Chiltern Hundreds 
Housing Association Limited, PO Box 6, Hundreds House, 
24 London Road West, Amersham, Bucks, HP7 0HD or 
telephone Di Craft on 01494 433000. 



Companions Ltd 
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Registered in England - Registration No 3232310 
Members of Southampton Chamber of Commerce and Industry No. 141996 
Nursing Agency Licence No. GT01924 
Vetted & Approved member of the UKHCA No. MV101489 
Data Protection Act 1984, Licence No. PX31 65698 
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Since 1928 the British Wireless for the Blind Fund has been dedicated to 
providing the lifelong companionship of radio to UK-registered blind people who 
cannot afford the cost of a dependable set of their own. In 70 years we have 
supplied nearly 750,000 sets - but each year more and more are needed. 

Legacies and donations by Deed of Covenant are vital as we strive to meet 
this growing demand. Please help us to ease the isolation and 
loneliness of blindness - with the priceless comfort of radio. 

For further information contact: Dept.TD 

THE BRITISH WIRELESS FOR THE BLIND FUND 

Gabriel House, 34 New Road, Chatham, Kent ME4 4Q9 
Tel: 01634 832501 Fax: 01634 817485 E-mail: Lin@blind.org.uk 

Registered Charity Number 211849 

KEEPING BUND PEOPLE IN TOUCH WITH THE WORLD 



New Experiences, New opportunities, New Horizons’ 


Why stay home, again this year? 

Dream of a holiday, but the dream never becomes reality!!! 
Need a holiday, but nobody to help!!! 

Want a holiday, but cannot go!!! 



Companions offers the solution 


Are you Elderly, Disabled, Frightened of Travelling or going on holiday 
alone, or would simply like someone to go with you for company? 


Companions offers the solution 


Irrespective of age or circumstance, we offer Companions, Carers, Nurses and Drivers 
for all your travel, holiday and cruise requirements, on a 1 to 1 basis or accompanying 
small groups to look after and care for you from packing to bringing you safely back 
home. A 49 seater coach with 1 5 lock down wheelchair places, is also available for 

larger groups. 

For information of all Companions services, 

Telephone: 01703 230110, 01703 211600. 

Fax: 01703 630863 

E-mail: companions@dial.pipex.com 
WWW: http://ds.dial.pipex.com/companions/ 

Companions Ltd, Suite 32/33 Premier House, 

8-10 Portland Terrace, Southampton, Hampshire S014 7EG 
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NEW Bible reading material for 1998 

mm 

NEW 
NEW 
NEW 
NEW 
NEW 


A whole year’s material 
in each book 


• House group 


• Daily Bible 
reading notes 


• Sermon notes 


Light for our Path is also available in large print (£8.50) 


Room 139, 1020 Bristol Road 
Selly Oak 

Birmingham B29 6LB 

Tel. 0121 472 4242 Fax. 0121 472 7575 

M 1 ill 


International 
Bible Reading 
Association 








You care about Schools 


the door February 1998 


So does ACT 

So Act Now, and join: 
the Association of Christian Teachers 

(membership open to non-teachers) 

ACT is Christian association for teachers and others who 
want to see Christian truth applied in schools and colleges. 
It gives Christian teachers a national voice to government 
and media. It provides in-service training through courses 
and conferences, it helps Christian educationists to identify 
themselves in and around the teaching profession. 

Write today for details of membership to: 

ACT, 94A London Road, St Albans, Herts AL1 1NX 
or phone: 01727 840298 

Registed Charity No 295328 

Company Limited by Guarantee: Registered No 2056400 


THE ABBEY SCHOOL, TEWKESBURY 

VOICE TRIALS 

For boys aged 7-9 V 2 will be held on 

Saturday 7th February, 1998 

Valuable scholarships at the 
Abbey School. 

Choristers sing Choral Evensong on 
weekdays during term, but have no 
weekend or Christmas duties. 
Choristers can be either day boys or 
weekly boarders. 
Telephone 

01684 294460 for details 


Emmanuel^ 
Christian School 

Founded in 1988 as an evangelical, non-denom- 
inationai independent school by parents and 
teachers concerned to provided educational 
excellence in a Christian environment. 

The School offers: 

A caring educational context. 1 
Provisions for children aged 4 /2-13 
(plus a Nursery Class from 3 years) 

Small class sizes. 

Places for children from Christian or 
non-Christian families. 

Realistic fees. 

For further information please contact the 
School at Sandford Road, Littlemore, Oxford 
\QX4 4PU or telephone (01 865) 395236 ^ 


AcbmtiAwmt 


2 COUNSELLING COURSES 

Tutor supported distance learning 

Diploma in Clinical & Pastoral 
Counselling Skills (DipCPC) 

. ACC recognised 

Now with University accreditation (CATS) 

Counselling: Theory, Psychology & Stress 
F ree prospectus: No stamp required 

|f"]! Institute of Counselling 

Freepost D07HK1 ^ow witi 

JIG I Glasgow G14BR 

cckmselLno 0141 204 2230 


ST MARY S SCHOOL 

Caine, Wiltshire SN11 ODF 
Telephone: 01249 857200 
Facsimile: 01249 857207 

Independent boarding and day school 
for 310 girls aged 11-18 

# Strong academic tradition with the majority of girls 
going on to University 

# Various scholarships offered at 11-*-. 12+ and for 
sixth form entry 

# Great emphasis is placed on pastoral care and 
successful tutor system 

# Excellent facilities including modem well-equipped 
laboratories, computer centres, art studios, music 
schools and theatre 

# Comprehensive extra-curricular activities 
programme with special emphasis on music, art, 
drama and sport 

# Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme 

# Day places are available throughout the school 


ST MARGARET'S 
PREPARATORY 
SCHOOL 

Caine, Wiltshire SN11 ODF 
Telephone: 01249 857220 
Facsimile: 01249 857207 

St Mary's School has its own co-cducational 
day preparatory school for hoys and girls aged 4-11 
years within its grounds 

# We aim to provide a happy environment in which 
boys and girls will learn the value of hard work and 
how to accept discipline and responsibility 

# Classes arc small with a dedicated and well 
qualified staff 

# Children are thoroughly prepared for entrance 
examinations to Independent senior schools 

# The school has an impressive record of success in 
academic and musical scholarships 

Early registration is essential as some classes are 
already full for September 1998 and 1999 


For prospectus please contact either school’s office 
The school has charity status no A 30948 2 and exists for the education of children 


ID 

ADVERTISE 

TELEPHONE 

PAVID 

HOLDEN 

ON 

01865 

24920 $ 


QUANTOCK 
SCHOOL 

OVER STOWEY, 

NR. BRIDGWATER, 
SOMERSET TA5 1HD 

Full Boarding, Weekly Boarding and Day 
Independent School for Boys and Girls 
Aged 5-18 for happy effective caring 

- Small classes 
• Pupil/Staff Ratio 

7:1 

- Personal Success 

- Excellent Facilities 

- Reasonable Fees 

- Countryside 
Location 


OPEN DAY 

7th March 


If you would like further information, 
you are welcome to phone us bn 
01278 732252 or fax 01278 733375 


Theological IT ' NG ' S 

and Religious London 
E ducation 

Course for professional and 
personal development 

• MA in Theology and Education (full and part 
time) for priests, teachers, chaplains and theologi- 
cal communicators 

• MA in Religious Education (full and part time) 
for teachers in school and church. 

• Short Courses for today’s church, courses 
include: 

(a) Communicating Theology to all 
ages and abilities. 

(b) Christianity and Culture 

(c) Field Study in Israel 
For MA brochures apply to: 

Lois Thorley , 

School of Educational 
King f s College London , 

Cornwall House Annexe 
Waterloo Road 

London SE1 8WA Tel: 0171 872 3170 

For Short Coarse apply to INSET Secretary at the above address. 
Producing excellence in teaching, teaming and research. 
EMAIL Lois. Thorley® KeUc.uk 


St Andrew’s Hall 
Missionary College 

An international Christian 
Community and Mission Study 
Centre in Birmingham for 
Sabbaticals and Private Study 
and in conjunction with the Selly 
Oak Colleges: courses in 
Mission, Islam and Christian 
Education, leading to certificates 
and research degrees. 
Wcolcy Park Road, Selly Oak, 
Birmingham B29 6QX 
Tel. 0121 472 6144 
Fax. 0121 414 1083 

email: m.davis.siaCfi'aellyoaluK'.uk. 


LES 

CEDRES 

Christian French 
Language School 
(Director: David Boydell) 

17, vole de Wissous 
91300-MASSY, France 
Tel. 00 33 1 69 30 00 67 
Fax. 00 33 1 64 47 12 26 
Email: 

LESCEDRES@AOL.COM 

Classes at all levels 
begin in September and 
January. Also at other 
times for all levels 
except beginners 
SPECIAL SUMMER 
SESSION: 

JULY 1998 

Our 16 page prospectus 
will be sent on request 


TO ADVERTISE 
TELEPHONE 
DAVID HOLDEN 

hmm 


CHURCHES 


Ask several 

Christians what the 
word 'church' 
means for them and 
their answers may 
range from a build- 
ing to the mystical 
Communion of 
Saints, a house 
church to a world- 
wide ecclesiastical 
structure. 

We each have a dif- 


EDUCATING GIRLS SINCE 1844 
CHURCH OF ENGLAND 
INDEPENDENT DAY, WEEKLY 
AND FULL BOARDING 
SCHOOL 

SCHOLARSHIPS 

OFFERED 

at 1I+, 12+, 13+ 6th Form and 
Performing Arts 


Saturday 31st January, 1998 
Saturday 7th February, 1998 
Concessions for Anglican Clergy 
Telephone: 01629 732687 
Fax: 01829 733956 

WWW Site: hnp-7/www. st-elphinsxo.uk 
E-mail: admin@st-elphins.co.uk 

IN ASSOCIATION WITH THE 
WOODWARD CORPORATION 
CHARITABLE TRUST TO PROMOTE 
EDUCATION 

EDUCATION CHARITY NO. 527163 


An independent Co-Educational day and boarding school 
situated on the border of Monmouthshire and Gloucestershire 
overlooking Chepstow Castle and Wye Valley 

Our superb facilities are available for use by 
Church/ Youth groups and for company 
conferences. 

St. John’s is conveniently located within close proximity 
to the M4/M5 interchange and both Severn Bridges. 
Travelling time is approximately one and a half hours 
from London. 

For further details call Chris Near on 
0TR 01291 622045 

St John's-on-the-Hill School 
TutshiU, Chepstow, Monmouthshire NP6 7LE 


ferent experience and 
understanding of 
church, but are such 
differences necessari- 
ly divisive? What 
motivates the continu- 
ing search for visible 
Christian unity? How 
can we develop the 
ecumenical life of our 
local churches? 

A study group based 
on Churches Together 
in North Oxford has 


been tackling these 
questions, using a 
new course called 
One Church , One 
Faith, One Lord. The 
course explores the 
story of the ecumeni- 
cal movement, key 
theological issues and 
pracitcal aspects of 
working ecumenical- 
ly. It builds on experi- 
ence and encourages 
Christians to work 


NORTH 
FORELAND 
LODGE 

Independent Boarding and Day School for Senior 
Girls 11-18 years 
We have: 

• Small teaching groups • High academic standards 
• Extensive modem facilities 
* Excellent A-level and GCSE results 
• A broad range of extra-curricular activities 
Entry at 11a-, 12a-, 13 a- and Sixth Form 

Academic and Music Scholarships available for suitable candidates 
For further information, please contact: 

The Headmistress. Miss D.L. Matthews, 

North Foreland Lodge, 

Sherfield-on-Loddon, Hook, Hampshire RG27 OHT 
Tel: 01256 882431 Fax: 01256 883005 

Registered Charity Dedicated to Education No 307333 
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ST. MICHAEL S 

SCHOOL 

SELF-CATERING HOLIDAYS 
FOR CHURCH GROUPS 

Suitable for groups of 75-100 persons. 

Ideally situated in 30 acres of countryside overlooking 
the beautiful Taw Valley and within easy reach of 
sandy beaches and ‘Exmoor. Facilities include sports 
hall, squash courts, outdoor swimming pool, tennis 
couhs and golf course. 

SOME DATES NOW AVAILABLE FOR SUMMER 1988 
For further information please contact: 

Mrs S.M. Bennett, Bursar 
St Michael's School, Tawstock Court 
. Barnstable, North Devon EX31 3HY 
Tel: 01271 343242 
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LEARNING TOGETHER 


together more effec- 
tively in their neigh- 
bourhood. 

The Oxford group 
represented seven 
Churches and denom- 
inations. For them. 
Church history 
became 'my story' as 
they traced the devel- 
opment of diverse 
structures, doctrines 
and worship. 

Having realised how 
'others see us', it was 
easier to understand 
and respect differ- 
ences of belief and 


practice. By consider- 
ing various view- 
points on sensitive 
issues of authority, 
ministry, sacraments 
and church member- 
ship, members' under- 
standing of their com- 
mon faith in Christ 
enriched and extend- 
ed. 

Many ecumenical 
study groups will be 
meeting during Lent 
and some may wish to 
continue learning 
together. 

One Church, One 


Faith, One Lord 
would be useful mate- 
rial for groups to dis- 
cuss and act upon. 
Members of United 
Churches, Churches 
Together groups and 
LEPs would also find 
this course valuable. 
For further informa- 
tion about _ ^ 'One 


Church, One Faith, 
One Lord ' and other 
courses in the 
Christian Studies 
Programme, contact 
Brenda Hoddinott, 
Westminster College , 
Oxford 0X2 9AT Tel: 
01865 247644 ext. 
5290. 


CHRISTIAN HERITAGE 
HOLIDAY TOUR 1998 

5/6-day guided tour 
beginning 6 September 1998 

inclusive of full board and site visits 
based on a College of Durham University. 
Visits to Durham Cathedral, Holy Island, 
Whitby and Saxon churches of the area. 
For full details write or ring: 

Mrs Anne Hodgson, 

College of St Hild and St Bede, Durham 
DH1 1SZ Tel: 0191 374 3064 


SIR ROGER 
MANWOOD’S SCHOOL 

Sandwich, Kent CT13 9JX 
GRANT MAINTAINED MIXED 
GRAMMAR SCHOOL 

11-18 (680 pupils) (6th Form 170 pupils) 

80 BOARDING PLACES FOR BOYS/GIRLS 
FULL BOARDING FEES £4,734 p.a. 

* Excellent A-Level and GCSE results 

* 90% of students go to University 
* Safe and secure environment 

* Strong Extra-Curricular tradition 

* Excellent' ratio of House-parents to boarders 
“ THIS IS A SUCCESSFUL SCHOOL ” 
(Ofsted) 

For information please contact: 

Mrs Carol Joy 
Headmaster’s Secretary 
Tel. (01304) 613286 
Fax (01304) 615336 
Charity No. 307843 

A Charity that exists to provide education for children. 


£>t. Hatorcnce College 

Ramsgate, Kent, CT11 7AE 


3-13 years 11-18 years 

Junior School (IAPS) Senior School (HMC) 

Boys and Girls Day and Boarding 

BURSARIES OF 30% FOR 
CHILDREN OF CLERGY 
AND MISSIONARIES 

A Church of England Foundation 1879 

* High Examination Pass Rate to University 
* Strong Christian Ethos 

* Close Pastoral Care 

* Excellent Facilities 

For more information, please contact: 

Tel. (01843) 592680 
Fax: (01843) 851123 

St. Lawrence College exists to provide 
education for children 
Charity number 307 921 


Kingham Hill 

School 

Kingham Oxon 0X7 6TH 

At Kingham Hill the individual matters, 
Classes are small and expectations high 

Just five miles from Chipping Norton, Kingham Hill 
School offers a full and rounded education for boys 
and girls aged 11-18, who can either board or attend 
on a daily basis. 

■ Expert teaching 

■ High standards 

■ Excellent facilities 


For a prospectus ring 01608 658999 

GNVQ Fun Day Saturday 28 February 



http://www.langham-hill.oxon.sch.uk 

^ A school with a clear 
Christian commitment 


Starter Courses 

in Christian Theology 

♦ ♦ ♦ 

A series of five-week courses 
introducing the main areas of Christian Theology 

♦ ♦ ♦ 

Programme for the Spring term 1998 

Tuesdays January 13, 20. 27 February 3, 10 at 8.00pm 
Christian Ethics Revd Jeremy Cresswell, Vicar of Oxshott 

Styles of Spirituality Revd Robert Hamilton, College Chaplain 

Wednesdays January 14. 21 , 28. February 4, 1 1 at 2pm 

The Early Church Professor Dimitri Oikonomou. Hellenic Studies 

Tuesdays February 24, March 3, 10, 17, 24 at 8pm 
Minds and Movements in the Philosophy of Religion 

Revd Andrew Taylor, College Chaplain 
Assessing Competing Claims for Truth 

Mr Adrian Machtraju, College Librarian 
Ecumenical Theology Revd Dr Alvyn Pettersen , Vicar of Frensham 

Wednesdays February 25. March 4. 11 18 25 at 2pm 
The English Church in Reformation 

Dr Jane Facey. Visiting Lecturer in History 

Cost £25 for 5 sessions Location the Arts Building 

♦ ♦ ♦ 

For more information contact: 

Mrs Ann Wheeler. The Chaplaincy 
Royal Holloway University of London, Egham. Surrey TW20 OEX 
Tel 01784 443950 (mornings) / 443070 ♦ Fax 01784 470196 



St. Mary's School, 
Wantage 

Girls' Independent Boarding and Day 
School (ages 11-18) 

We welcome girls to join our happy, 
friendly school, dedicated to the 
development of mature, confident, well- 
qualified young women. 

• 95% of our girls go on to Further 
Education 

• Exciting IT and Science programmes, 
also thriving Art, Drama and Music 
Departments 

• Located within a small, safe market 
town 

• A few day girl places available 

For information please contact: 
Mrs Wilson, St. Mary's School, 
Wantage, Oxfordshire 0X12 8BZ 
Telephone 01235 768323 
Fax: 01235 760467 

S St. Mary's School is a registered charity dedicated 
to education - number 309245 


EWELME EXHIBITION ENDOWMENT 

Scholarships 

FOR CHILDREN AT 
FEE PAYING SCHOOLS 

For details send SAE to: 

The Clerk to the Governors, 
Ewelme Exhibition Endowment, 
126 High Street, Oxford 0X1 4DG 



Schools Outreach 

Offering Pupils 
Unconditional Care 

We are hoping to recruit a 
number of persons who will 
become full-time, salaried, 
school-based 

PASTORAL CARE WORKERS 

Persons possessing experience of work with 
children and young people, together with 
appropriate personal qualities, are 
preferred Projects are developing in 
various parts of the U.K. Ability to be 
relocated is usually an advantage. 


Introductory Pack & Application Form from: 
Schools Outreach 

10 High Street, Bromsgrove, Worcs B61 8HQ 
Telephone (01527) 574404 


ABINGDON 
“ SCHOOL — 


Abingdon ~ 6 miles south of Oxford 
HMC Day, Weekly Boarding & Boarding 
780 boys, aged II - 1 8 

Entrance Examinations 

for boys aged 1 0/1 1 are being held on 
14 February 1998 

A small number of Foundation Places will be offered 
at age 1 1 for the two years of the Lower School 
(following the termination of the Assisted Places 
• Scheme). Means-tested Scholarships are awarded 
at age 1 3 and into the Sixth Form. 

For further details please contact: 

The Admissions Secretary. Abingdon School, Park Road, 
Abingdon, Oxfordshire OXI4 IDE 
Telephone: 01235 531755 

Abingdon ■» i r.gin.r-d ch.rity which aim .oMy to pro. id. education 



UNIVERSITY OF 

CAMBRIDGE 

Continuing Education 1998 

MADINGLE Y 

THE SUMMER PROGRAMME 

Just a small selection of the courses on offer: 
Recording a Medieval Village 20-24 Jul 

Apocalypse Now 10-12 Jul 

Some Views of Philosophy 3-7 Aug 

Film Studies 17-14 Jul 

Pre-Raphaelite Week 10-17 Jul 

Japanese Architecture 7-9 Aug 

English Misericords/ Church Carvings 2 1 -23 Aug 
Early Christian Art 28-30 Aug 

Roman Britain 10-14 Aug 

Mozart Operas 17-19 Jul 

Playing Bach on the Organ 28-30 Aug 

For FREE colour brochure contact: 

The Courses Registrar (Ref. DOR), 

University of Cambridge, 

Board of Continuing Education, 

Madingley Hall, Madingley, 

. Cambridge CB3 8AQ. 

Telephone (01954) 210636 
Fax. 01954 210677 



SPURGEON'S 

COLLEGE 

'This course is one of the 
best things I have ever done. 
I needed something like it in 
the middle of my ministry to 
ensure that I make the most 
effective use of my second 
half of my service for God' 

Comment by a current student on our 


MTh in Applied Theology 
(University of Wales) 

Distance learning course 
Course workbooks provided 
Residential study week for each module 
Regional study groups 
Places available for Sept '98 intake 

For an informal talk about the course contact 
Peter Stevenson, Spurgeon's College, 

189 South Norwood Hill, London SE25 6DJ 
Telephone: 0181 653 0850 
eMail: p.stevenson@www.spurgeons.ac.uk. 




MAGDALEN COLLEGE OXFORD 

A Voice Trial 

for entry to 

Magdalen College Chapel Choir 
(for boys aged 7-9) 
will be held on 
Saturday 31st January, 1998 
(Entrance examination) 
and 

Saturday 7th February, 1998 
(Voice Trial) 

Substantial awards are available and choristers 
receive full-time education at 
Magdalen College School 
Full details and a prospectus are available from 
The College Office 
Magdalen College 
Oxford OX1 4AU 

Telephone 01865 276060 



MOULTON COLLEGE 

New Year, New Interests? 

Develop them with a 
course starting in the 
new year! 

Man in the Kitchen 
Puddings, Pies and Naughty Cakes 
Making More of your Microwave 
Furniture Restoration 
Fashion 

Flower Arranging 
Soft Furnishing 
Upholstery 
Cane Seating 
Lace Making 
Patchwork & Quilting 

For further details contact: 

The Divisional Secretary', Moulton 
College, 

Moulton, Northampton NN3 7RR 
Telephone 01 604 491131. 

Fax 01604 491127 

A CHARITY. l , Koyil>IN< i UH LA IION \l S* HYK t.s JO : T III (.UMMLNI) Y 
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Going for Gold 

The 1998 Diocesan Children’s Gift Days 


This years Children’s Gift 
Days have a distinctly sporty 
theme which should appeal 
to those children for whom 
Sunday is often about mak- 
ing choices between local 
sports events and going to 
church. 

In this year of the winter 
Olympics and World Cup 
Football let us turn our atten- 
tion to the needs, 
opportunities and skills of 
people with disabilities for 
whom sport can be a very 
important aspect of their 


lives. Some of you may have 
seen the courage of young 
Colin Young who was fea- 
tured in the 1997 Children in 
Need television programme. 
Colin is just one of the chil- 
dren featured in this year’s 
project pack as he takes 
advantage of the sporting 
facilities at the Gutteman 
Sports Centre in Stoke 
Mandeville, home of the 
British Wheelchair Sports 
Foundation, and the National 
Junior Games. 

Each September the 


Foundation organises the 
National Junior Games in 
association with the British 
Sports Association for the 
Disabled. There games take 
the form of Have-A-Go .ses- 
sions in a wide range of 
disability sports with coach- 
ing offered from elite athletes 
who act as role models. In 
addition the foundation 
organises a Junior Wheelchair 
Sports Camp to provide 
youngsters with disabilities 
an opportunity to be coached 
in a range of sports. 






£tT) 


1998 is the Foundation’s 
Golden Jubilee and one of its 
aims is to raise money to pur- 
chase sports wheelchairs for 
children. Each chair costs 
about £1,500. 

This is where this year’s 
Children’s Gift Days fits in as 
through the project pack 
‘Going for Gold’ children in 
church groups and church 
schools can discover more 
about how children and 
young people with disabilities 
can enjoy and benefit from 


sporting activities, and how 
many of them go on to take 
part in the Paralympics and 
set new world records! The 
money raised will go towards 
buying sports wheelchairs. 

The project pack looks at 
how the Bible talks about life 
being like a race in which we 
can all be winners. 

‘Let us run with determina- 
tion the race that lies before 
us. Let us keep our eyes fixed 
.on Jesus* (Hebrews 12: 1) 
Through Bible stories. 


memory verses, craft activi- 
ties, stories of disabled sports 
heroes and worship, you can 
join with us in ‘Going for 
Gold* in this year’s project, 
culminating in the three Gift 
Days. 

For more information or a 
copy of the 1998 project pack 
contact: Jenny Hyson, 

Children’s Adviser, Diocesan 
Church House, Hinksey Lane, 
Oxford, 0X2 ONB. 

Illustration: Simon Smith 


Rachel’s Filipino adventure 


What’s your impression of the 
Philippines? I am sure paradise 
beaches and clear blue skies top 
your list. But when I went there 
last year with CMS I came face 
to face with the stark reality of 
poverty. 

I discovered that by the age 
of six, some Filipinos spend 
their days working as prosti- 
tutes. What became very real to 
me is that these facts are not 
just something you read about - 
these are real people, just like 
you and me. 

Accompanied by a Christian 
who was working in the slums, 
I visited one of the squatter com- 
munities of Manila. The stench 
of maturing urine and moulder- 
ing rubbish was horrific. People, 
some of whom had lived there 
for ten years, lived in huts no 
bigger than my bed at home. Yet 
everywhere I went I was greeted 
by smiling faces. For me memo- 
ries of that day will always 


obliterate the picture postcard 
image the Philippines offers 
travellers. 

These people did not focus on 
what they hadn’t got, but on 
sharing with us the little they 
did have. Sacrifice is the true 
nature of generosity. Faith and 
action were soldered together. 

Part of our time was spent 
working with the young people, 
including preparing a field for 
cultivation (the heat and hard 
work made us really appreciate 
English weather!) and painting 
the outside of a church with 
white wash - however the mon- 
soon rain rendered this task 
futile as no sooner had we done 
it than a typhoon came! 

The overall aim was to see the 
Philippines as the Filipinos do 
and that was a privilege. The 
impact I had on those people 
may never be known, but the 
impact they had on me will 
never be forgotten. 


Rachel Hookway, of 
Goring who went 
to the Philippines 
with CMS, and 
Helen Lee from 
Reading who was 
working in 
Romania with 
World Horizons, 
were supported 
with bursaries from 
the Diocesan Youth 
Committee 


1 998 Diocesan 
Gift Days 

Oxford 

Saturday May 16 
St Augustine’s School 

Berkshire 
Saturday May 30 
Theale Green School 

Buckinghamshire 
Saturday June 6 
Waddesdon CE School 


Helen in Romania 

We were in Romania for two weeks. It 
was not at all what I expected. All the 
cities were different from each other 
and forests of alpine trees covered vast 
expanses of hills. Most of the time we 
were in Lasi trying to help and talk to 
the street children. 

The practical work we were involved in 
was part of a project organised by the 
Joseph Foundation and Link Romania 
which are building a large house just 
outside the town to take some of the 
younger children (aged 5-14) off the 
streets and hopefully return them to 
their parents, or find foster parents. 
One afterhoon we went up into the 
hills with some of the older children 
(aged 18+) from the train station who 
had lived on the streets for a long 
while. We played football and had a 
picnic which was really good as we 
found out a great deal about them. 
After two weeks we split into groups of 
three or four and did various jobs out- 
side Lasi such as working with 
Orthodox churches or in small vil- 
lages. Together with the two weeks we 
spent in northern France, it was a real- 
ly valuable month and we learned a 
great deal about ourselves and the 
people we met. 


DISCOVER A 
NEW WORLD 



Great canal holidays in 
comfortable boats through 
beautiful countryside. Driving 
is easy • tuition included. 
Brochure: Middlewich 
Narrow boats, 42 Canal 
Terrace, Middlewich, 
Cheshire CW10 9BD. 

Tel: 01606 032460 
'Christum workers' discount ■ please ask 


Mission to Military Garrisons 

Committed Christian ladies aged 30 - 55 required 
NOW for tea room in Cyprus or Falkland Islands 
serving British Army personnel. Minimum 
contract one year. 

Please apply to: The Secretary, MMG, 

Challenge House, 29 Canal Street, Glasgow, G4 OAD. 
Tel: 0141 - 333 - 0703 or Fax:OI4l - 331 - 0563 


Wanted! 

i New Kleeneze agents and i 
team leaders 

Help urgently required in all ( 
areas now. 

Full-time and part-time. 
Typically £100 pw part-time. ( 


J For an information pack J 

i telephone 01323 i 
508794 

i i 

Organist 

Wanted 

(or Pianist) 

Kingham Parish Church near 
Chipping Norton 
2 Sunday Mornings a month 

Fee and Travel expenses 
Further details from 
Rev. John Andrews Rector 

01608 658230 



AUTHORS 
PUBLISH in ’98 



A new ideal in publishing. Our readers await your manuscript, 
prose or poetry. All submissions given serious consideration. 
For free evaluation please write 

THE OLD MUSEUM PRESS 



(31) Bramber, West Sussex 
BN44 3WE 



TWENTY THIRD 
"KESWICK" 
CONVENTION 
on the ISLE OF WIGHT 



Westridge Conference Centre 
27th June - 3rd July 1998 
Speakers expected: 

REV. ANDREW ANDERSON - Bristol 
REV. VIC JACKOPSON - Southampton 
Enquiries to: Secretary, 5 Rowantree Drive, 
Seaview, I.W., P034 5JW Tel: 01983 615642 


IN NEED OF A NEW HIP? 



THE SPECIALISED M-A.C. CENTRES 


All replacement surgery’ in these Centres is carried out by Orthopaedic Consultants 
trained in the use of Hydroxy-Apatite Ceramic. 

The modem concept of H-A.C. for hip and knee replacements achieves quicker 
recovery, longevity and reduces revision surgery. 

These specialised units are Centres of excellence within modern fully accredited 
private hospitals equipped with all medical and surgical support services. 

You will be cared for by orthopaedically trained nursing staff in a friendly, pleasant 
ambience. • 

The locations are within easy reach of London and the all-in prices are covered by 
most insurance reimbursement levels, so making your stay attractive and 
economical. 


For consultations: 

Telephone: 0171 637 1844 (From overseas: 0044 171 637 1844) 
UK patients require a referral letter from their General Practitioner. 
For further informatxon y apply to the Secretary: 


Furlong Research Foundation 

Registered Chanty So. 328 162 


Lister House, 
11-12, Wimpde Street., 
London W1M7AB 
Tei:0171 637 1844 



Telefax: 

0171 636 4351 
From Overseas: 
00 44 171 636 4351 


Advancing 9fip ‘Replacement 


Join the Network 

an Association for Christians who are 
single, divorced or widowed. 

MfDlMnys/Wmk'SJKik 
Bmy lEymits 
PitTsmml 

contact David or Gill 
PO Box 20 (OXH) Braunton. Devon EX33 2YX 

(omi) M?m 



GEOFFREY 
CHURCH & CO 

YOURTADLEY FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
for a personal and dignified service at all times 
TekTadley 0118 981 4420 
(24hr service) or 
Tel: Thatcham (01635) 868444 
FUNERALS FURNISHED TO OR FROM ANY DISTANCE 
PRIVATE CHAPELS OF REST 
ALL TYPES OF MEMORIALS SUPPLIED AND FIXED 
PRE-PAID FUNERAL PLANS 
48 Bishopswood Road, Tadley. Hants 


Churchgate, The Broadway, 
Thatcham, Berks. 
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Wallingford 
musicians 
perform in 
aid of 
Benson 
Church 


Violinist Sharon Warnes and pianist Jeremy Boughton, who 
both play and teach in the Wallingford area, are giving a recital 
in St Helen’s Church, Benson on Saturday February 7 at 7pm. 
The music will include Beethoven’s Spring Sonata, Schubert’s 
Sonatine in D, Rachmaninov vocalise and pieces by Bach, 
Massenet, Kreisler and Elgar.Tickets are £6 (students £3) on 
the door or from 01491 8363 1 0. Proceeds from the Recital will 
go towards the church’s £160,000 appeal for renovations which 
will include a new nave roof and a parish room. 


Christ Church Cathedral, Oxford. 
Sunday Services: 8am Holy 

Communion, 10am Matins and 
Sermon, 11.15am Sung Eucharist. 
6pm Evensong. Weekdays: 7.15am 
Matins, 7.35am Holy Communion, 
6pm Evensong (Thursdays or Major 
Feast Days 5.35pm Said Evensong 
and 6pm Sung Eucharist). 

JANUARY 1998 

Sat 24 OXFORD Fellowship of St 
Alban and St Sergius: Divine Liturgy 
10.30am at The Orthodox Church of 
the Holy Trinity and the 
Annunciation, 1 Canterbury Road. 
Sun 25 OXFORD Churches Together 
in North Oxford: United Service 
6.30pm St Michael’s Church, 
Lonsdale Rd. 

FEBRUARY 

Wed 4 OXFORD Meeting of the 
Council of Christians and Jews 8pm 
at the Religious Society of Friends, 
43 St Giles. Dom Henry 
Wansbrough, advisor to the Vatican 
BiblicalCommission, to talk on ‘Is 
the New Testament a Jewish Book?’ 
Fri 6 OXFORD Exhibition of murals 
and banners illustrating the Book of 
Revelation @rk*T Gallery, Crowell 
Rd, Cowley. Tel 01865 773499. Runs 
until March 28. Times: opening day, 
6 Feb 7*9pm. Mondays and Fridays 2- 
4pm. Tue and Sat: l-am-12pm. Thu: 
7-9pm. Workshops on banner paint- 
ing from scratch also available. 

Fri 6 TUBNEY 150th anniversary 
concert Tubney Church (on A420) 
7.30pm. Refreshments. Car park by 
church. Details 01865 390803. 

Sat 7 OXFORD Study day ‘RS 
Thomas: Poet of many dimensions’ 
with Canon Donald Allchin, Jason 
Wolford-Davies 10.30am-4pm at 2 
Canterbury Rd. £5/2.50. Details 
01865 557905. 

Sat 7 - Sun 8 OXFORD Spirituality 
and Religious Experience Today: 
two-day course with Dr Peggy 
Morgan and Dr Mark Fox. Cost from 
£84 residential to £32 non-residen- 


tial with no meals. Details: 
University of Oxford Dept for 
Continuing Education 01865 
270380. 

Fri 7 OXFORD Study Day RS Thomas: 
Poet of many dimensions with 
Canon David Allchin, Jason Wolford- 
Davies 10.30am-4pm at 2 Canterbury 
Rd. £5/£2.50 no prior booking need- 
ed. Details from the St Theosevia 
Trust 01865 557905. 

Sat 7 - Sun 8 OXFORD Spirituality 
and Religious Experience Today - 
course at University of Oxford Dept 
for Continuing Education. W Dr 
vPeggy Morgan & Dr Mark Fox. Cost: 
£32 to £84. Details: 01865 270380. 
Sun 8 MAIDS MORETON Healing ser- 
vice led by Revd Hugh and Mrs 
Hilary Kent 6pm at Maids Moreton 
Church with address by Revd Mike 
Endicott of the Well Centre, 
Cwmbran. Testimony, intercession 
and prayer for healing. All welcome. 
Details: 01280 813246. 

Mon 9 OXFORD Iona/Taize worship 
evening at St Clement’s Family 
Centre, Cross St 7.45pm. All wel- 
come. Details from the Music and 
Worship Foundation 01865 
814780/01865 454078. 

Sat 14 HARNHILL Help children cope 
with bullying. Course led by Anne 
Carter. Details: Harnhill Centre for 
Christian Healing 01285 850283. 

Sat 14 SEER GREEN Chocs Away - 
cake stall and bring and buy sale in 
aid of Kisiizi Hospital and School in 
Uganda 10-11. 30am Holy Trinity 
Church Hall. 

Mon 16 WOODSTOCK As part of a 
monthly series on Prayer in the 
Christian Tradition, Dom Henry 
Wansbrough. OSB, Master of St 
Benet’s Hall, Oxford will talk on 
Monastic Prayer in the Roman 
Catholic Tradition 8pm at St Mary 
Magdalene Church. All welcome. 
Details: 01993 813368. 

Sat 21 OXFORD Interpreting the Old 
Testament for the Church today - 
workshop at Wycliffe Hall 10am- 
4pm. With Dr Palmer Robertson £15 
inc hot lunch, tea, coffee. Send 
cheque payable to ODBF to Jeni 


Hobbs, Church House, North 
Hinksey, Oxford OX2 0NB. 

Sun 22 BIRMINGHAM Islam and con- 
temporary society - day school with 
Westhill College and Centre for the 
Stody of Islam and Christian-Muslim 
Relations, 10.30am-5pm at Norton 
Hall, Ralph Rd, Saltley, Birmingham. 
£10. To book: 0121 4143413. 

Mon 23 READING Affirming 
Catholicism Eucharist and Meeting 
with Bishop of Reading 7.30pm at St 
Luke’s Church. Details: 01865 
862748. 

Thu 26 OXFORD Noel Richards in 
concert with special guest Wayne 
Drain 8pm. Tickets £5 in advance/£7 
on door from OCC, 3 Cornmarket St 
OX1 3EX or St Andrew’s Bookshops 
in Witney, Reading or Gt Missenden. 
Fri 27 - Sun 1 March OXFORD 
Conference: The 20th Century 
Russian Religious Revival. The 
Cherwell Centre, 16-18 Norham 
Gardens. Programme and booking 
details from St Theosevia Trust 
01865 552991. 

Fri 27 - 1 March HIGH LEIGH CMS 

Conference: Streets of Gold - 
Urbanisation, a challenge to mis- 


sion with Dr David Evans, UK 
Action, Tear Rund, and Revd Mark 
Cartledge from Liverpool University. 
Urban mission, refugees, inner city 
evangelism, isolation, how churches 
can get involved. Details: Jane 
Fulford, 15 Brandon Ave, Woodley, 
Reading RG5 4PU. Tel: 0118 9695039. 
Fri 27 FINGEST (Hambleden Valley 
nr Henley) Healing Service with lay- 
ing on of hands and anointing at 
Holy Communion 10.15am. Details 
01491 638240. 

Sat 28 OXFORD Day school at Rewley 
House on The Mind of Christ. Course 
tutor Revd Anthony Freemen. 9.45- 
5.15. Details: The University of 
Oxford Dept for Continuing 
Education 01865 270360. 

Sat 28 - Wed 4 March BEACONSFIELD 
Bible Come to Life exhibition pro- 
vided by CMJ at St Mary’s Church. 
Costume talks; displays on early 
Jewish life and faith. Admission 
free. Details from Barry Newman 
01494 677486 (day) 674074 (evening). 
Sat 28 HARNHILL Maximum 
Marriage - finding God’s best in our 
relationships. Teaching day with 
Ruth and Ian Coffey. Details: 
Harnhill Centre for Christian 
Healing 01285 850283. 

MARCH 

Tue 3 OXFORD Meeting of the 
Council of Christians and Jews 8pm 
at the Jewish Centre, Richmond Rd. 
Dr Stephanie Dalle, on Esther. 

Fri 6 BOURNE END Service for 
Women’s World Day of Prayer 
10.30am at St Dunstan’s Church. 
Speaker: Sr Celine from the Trevenet 
Centre. Refreshments. 

Fri 6 FLACKWELL HEATH Service for 
Women’s World Day of Prayer 8pm 
at St Francis of Assis Church. 
Refreshments. 

Fri 13 OXFORD Pastoral Care 
Resources Day 10am-3pm at 
Diocesan Church House. In the 
morning Rt Revd Dominic Walker 
will talk on The Changing Face of 
Pastoral Care. Details: Dorothy Fox 
01865 208214. 

Sat 14 OXFORD A day to explore the 
religious life at St Stephen’s House, 
Marston St. Details from the 
Vocations Adviser, The Friary. 
Hilfield, Dorset DT2 7BE. Tel: 01300 
341345. 

Sat 14 HARNHILL Praying with and 


for children. Training course with 
Roger and Jenny Kemp. Details: 
Harnhill Centre for Christian 
Healing 01285 850283. 

Fri 20 - Sat 21 HARNHILL Life for 
Burned Stones - giving hope to those 
who feel life has fallen apart. With 
Paul and Bryony Springate. Details: 
Harnhill Centre for Christian 
Healing 01285 850283. 

Sat 21 OXFORD Study day: The 
Jerusalem Temple and its 
Symbolism with Margaret Barker, 
Robert Murray SJ, 10.30am-4pm at 2 
Canterbury Rd. £6/£3. No prior book- 
ing needed. Details: St Theosevia 
Trust 01865 557905. 

Fri 27 FINGEST (Hambleden Valley 
nr Henley) Healing Service with lay- 
ing on of hands and anointing at 
Holy Communion 10.15am. Details 
01491 638240. 

Sat 28 READING Launch of Berkshire 
Archdeaconry Vocations Fellowship 
at St Mary’s Church House, Butts 
Centre 10am-12.30pm. To book con- 
tact Revd Jonathan Sibley’s secretary 
on 01189 832338. 

NOTICES 

Pilgrim Adventure pilgrimage holi- 
days to Skellig, Iona, Spain. Pilgrim 
Adventure, 120 Bromley Heath Rd, 
Downend, Bristol BS16 6JJ. 
Christian Heritage holiday tour 
September 6-11, £235. Visits to 
Lindisfarne, Holy Isle, Durham 
Cathedral etc. Details: Anne 
Hodgson. College St Hild & St Bede. 


Durham DH1 1SZ. Tel 0191 374 3064. 
Pilgrims of St Francis. National 
Pilgrimage Poole-Weymouth 23-30 
May. International Chapter Soissons. 
France 30 May - 1 June. International 
Pilgrimage Paderborn - Arnsberg, 
Germany 27 July - 5 August. Send 
SAE to: Mrs Pam Foster. 49 Houghton 
Rd, Shifnal, Shropshire TF11 8DF. 
Tel: 01952 460694. 

Army Padres. Information wanted 
for my Phd from anyone who served 
as a padre or had contact with them 
during WWII. Alan Robinson, Dept 
of History, University College 
Chester, Cheyney Rd. Chester CHI 
4BJ. Tel: 01244 341088. 

Musicians and artists wanted for 
Alegria-Alegria - a new ecumenical 
worship team meeting every month 
in Oxford. Contact: Robin at the 
ArkT Centre 01865 773499/244580. 
Palm Crosses from Nongoma. £8.50 
per 100. Order from the Palm Cross 
Admininstration Office, Emmanuel 
Church. Weston Favell Centre, 
Northampton NN3 8JR. Tel: 01604 
784330. 

What’s On is a free service for 
our readers.The deadline for 
the March issue is February 1 1 
and entries should be sent in 
writing to The DOOR at 
Church House. We try to fit in 
as many requests as possible 
but cannot guarantee that 
your entry will be included. 


Clergy and lay appointments 

Revd Peter Binns, NSM Hawridge w Cholesbury and St Leonards and The Lee, to be NSM 
St Michael’s, Amersham-on-the-Hill. Revd Alan Baines, Assistant Curate, United Benefice 
of Chenies, Little Chalfont, Latimer and Flaunden, to be Vicar of Eye, Cambridge. Revd 
Barry Collins, NSM Bicester, to be Priest-in-Chrage, Bengeuort , Evesham in the Diocese 
of Worcester. Revd Ivor Cornish, NSM Aston Clinton w Buckland and Drayton 
Beauchamp, to be NSM Hawridge w Cholesbury and St Leonards and the Lee. Revd 
Alison Duff, temporary Assistant Curate, Binfield, to be Assistant Curate, Binfield. Revd 
Dorothy Derrick, NSM at Great Missenden w Ballinger and Little Hampden, to be Priest- 
in-Charge, St Peter’s, Drayton. Revd James Gill, Vicar, St George, Tilehurst, to be 
Priest-in-Charge, St Mary’s, Eastney in the Diocese of Portsmouth. Revd Rupert Hankey, 
Parish Evangelist, St George’s Worthing in the Diocese of Chichester, to be Team 
Evangelist in the Walton Team, Aylesbury. Sister Irene Lees, Church Army, to be Area 
Evangelist in the Parish of Water Eaton. Revd Eddie Marquez-Vega, Curate, St John and 
St Stephen, Reading, to move to St John the Divine, New Malden in the Diocese of 
Southwark. Revd John Russell, Assistant Curate Newport Pagnell w Lathbury and 
Moulsoe, to be Priest-in-Charge, Wing w Grove. Revd Peter Sear, Team Rector, Thatcham, 
to be Vicar of Castle Cary and Ansford, Diocese of Bath and Wells. Revd Ainsley Swift, 
Curate Prescot, Liverpool, to be Team Vicar with responsibility for St Stephen and St 
Agnes in the New Windsor Team Ministry. Revd Malcolm Strange, Team Vicar, St 
George, Wash Common and Newbury Team Ministry, to be Team Rector, Torridge 
Estuary Team Ministry in the Diocese of Exeter. Revd Jeremy Trigg, Team Vicar of 
Wolverton Team Ministry, to be Team Rector, Wolverton Team Minstry. 


Christmas Crossword Winner 


We are delighted to announce that 37 people entered 
The DOOR Christmas Crossword competition. The first 
correct entry drawn after January 1, 1998 was from AJ 
Stammers of Chalfont St Giles, so congratulations to 
you. A £10 book token is in the post. 

The solution is: Across: 1 . KingWenceslas 9. Vaccine 10. 
Related 11. Reread 12. Faithful 14. OComeAllYe 16. Good 
19. Tidy 20. Motionless 22. TheFirst 23. Nowell 26. Million 
27. Humerus 28. AwaylnAManger 

Down: 2. Incur 3. Grimaces 4. Ever 5. Salute 6. ActOfLove 
7. Overcoat 8. Idol 10. Readymix 13. Aljolson 15. 
OddFellow 17. Disclose 18. Uncommon 21. Sicily 22. Tome 
24. Eurie 25. Them. 


February Diocesan Sunday Prayer Diary 

February 1 Deanery of Sonning; Bishop Patrick Harris, 
Chairman of General Synod Partnership for World 
Mission and John Clark, Partnership Secretary; Parish of 
St Martin’s, Breipaal, K & K; those who are retired 
February 8 Oxford Diocesan Board of Finance; Gill Poole, 
CMS representative in the Diocese; Parish of St Stephen’s, 
Vryburg, K & K; those who work in banking and accoun- 
tancy February 15 Moira Johnson, Crosslinks 
representative in the Diocese; PACT (formerly the Oxford 
Diocesan Council for Social Work) - Yvette Gayford and 
her co-workers; Parish of St James’, Galeshewe, K & K; 
politicians, people who work in political parties and 
those employed in government and local government 
February 22 Deanery of the Vale of the White Horse; 
Gary Beswick, SAMS representative in the Diocese; the 
Moffat Community, Kuruman, K & K; those who are 
unemployed. 

(K&K is our link Diocese of Kimberley and Kuruman in South 
Africa.) 


AUTHORS 

Let us publish your book. 

Most subjects considered including 

Religion, Biography, Children’s Stories, Poems, Fiction and First Books. 

AVON BOOKS (W), 

1 Dovedale Studios. 

465 Battersea Park Road. London SW11 4LR 


NEW AUTHORS 

PUBLISH YOUR WORK 

ALL SUBJECTS CONSIDERED 
Fiction, Non-Fiction, Biography, Religious, 
Poetry, Children’s 

AUTHORS WORLD-WIDE INVITED 
WRITE OR SEND YOUR MANUSCRIPT TO 
MINERVA PRESS 
2 Old Brompton Road London SW7 3DQ 




The CATHOLIC STUDY 

circle for animal welfare 

Help us to fight against the abuse of the non- 
human creation, through prayer and reading our 
triannual publication THE ARK, inter- 
denominational and with a world-wide 
circulation. 

Please send £1 for a copy of THE ARK 
(p&p incl.) 

39 Onslow Gardens 
South Woodford, London El 8 1ND 
Tel: (0181)989 0478 

A CatholicCha^ abuse of onimols^ 



f Confused about ^ 

Self 

Assessment? 

Let me take the strain 
out of your taxation. 
Write (without obligation) 
to Ian Wakeham, 
ACMA, FMAAT 
1 Red Cow Cottages 
Groesfaen, 
Pontyclun CF72 8NT 


HOLLAND LECTURES 
CHRISTIAN SOCIALISM 

CHARLES GORE TO TONY 
BLAIR 

Carton Alan Wilkinson DD 
St Thomas’s Cathedral, High Street 
Portsmouth 

Saturdays 25 April and 2 
May 1998 

1 0.1 Sam to 3.30pm 

The Cost: £5 a day including a simple 
lunch and coffee/tea. 

Apply by I April 'Scott Holland 
Lectures’, Cathedral Office, St 
Thomas's Street Portsmouth POI 
2HH (01 70S 823300). Cheques to 
'Scott Holland Trust' 


|TO ADVERTISE | 
TELEPHONE 
DAVID HOLDEN 

Ion 0166$ 2492051 


Christian y\rt 



3 CDs of pictures 
for church publicity 
and teaching. 





“Try before you buy” • ' 123 

l. a 1 

Phone, write or email for a free colour catalogue. 


Christian Computer Art 
33 Bramley Way, Hardwick 
Cambridge, CB3 7XD 


Tel. 01954 210009 
Email: sales@cc-art.com 
www.cc-art.com 


Utfcolor 

Leather Furniture Repairs 

From a cigarette burn to a complete 
renovation. 

Cleaning, repairing, renovating, 
re-colouring and re-upholstering of 
leather furniture. 

Call the experts: 

Uticolor (MJK.) 
01908 569374 


DAVID WASLEY m a fm g p 

Artist in stained glass. 

New design. Conservator 
and Ferramenta specialist. 


New Somerset House, 
57 West View, 
Hilltop, Chesham, 
Buckinghamshire 
HP5 3BY. 

Tel: 01494 773712 


Could you offer a home-from-home? 
We are urgently looking for Guardians 

For almost two decades, education experts Gabbitas have been 
providing high quality guardianship services for overseas students from 
8 to 18 years of age attending boarding schools in the UK. We are 
currently looking for some local families who would be able to take an 
overseas student who is at school here and a long way fropi home. 

Are you the sort of people who would gladly offer a home-from-home 
to an overseas student? Could you give support, encouragement and 
friendship? Would you enjoy attending school events featuring your 
student and liaising with school staff over arrangements for half-term 
and extra weekends? Most of all are you and your family able to provide 
a safe and secure break from school and be flexible enough to become 
a second family to one of our students. 

To discuss the possibility of becoming a guardian, please phone Jill 
Shilcock, Head of Guardianship, or any member of her team during 
office hours. 

GABBITAS 

EDUCATIONAL CONSULTANTS 
126-130 Regent Street, London W1R 6EE 
Tel: 0171 734 0161. Fax: 0171 437 1764 





Linked up to the world 


Welford and 
Wickham CE 
Primary School 


This attractive school was 
built in the 1860s to serve 
the villages of Welford and Wickham, 
about seven miles north west of Newbury. 




The school is situated in Wickham and 
has 36 pupils on roll at present. It is a 
small school with only two classes. 
However, the reputation and successes of 
the school have become internationally 
renowned since Mrs Sonia Crisp took over 
as headteacher about four years ago. 

The OFSTED inspection in June 1996 
recognised the school’s many strengths. 
One is the way staff develop pupils’ stan- 
dards of literacy, numeracy, and 
independent research skills through the 
use of computers. In fact Welford and 
Wickham is the first primary school in 
England to have children designing their 
own ‘web pages’ on the Internet. The chil- 
dren now see ‘going on line’ as part of 
their daily routine. * 

The school has achieved a global repu- 
tation through its Internet links and has 
attracted visitors from all over the world. 
Many are astounded that such achieve- 
ments are possible in a tiny school. Links 
have been set up with schools and indi- 
viduals across the world which have led 
to pupil and staff exchanges with schools 
in Norway and France. They have been 
featured in a video about children’s use 
of computers, soon to be released in aid 
of the NSPCC, on TV, radio and in the 
national press. There is no doubt that the 
children of this fine old school gain a 
great deal from their success. The knowl- 
edge that the world takes an interest in 
them builds their confidence and self 
esteem. Long may it continue. 

Clive Sedgewick, Schools 
Adviser for Berkshire 


tn the Life of Mike Hill, the next 
Bishop of Buckingham '; 

4$ the Lambeth Conference? 
♦ New life for an old Aylesbury inn. 


H aggai 

H4-H Institute 


/ik\ 


W/ 


I Advancing Leadership 
* Skills since 1969 


Equipping Third 
World Christian 
Leaders to 
evangelise their own 
people and train 
others to do the 
same 

For further information 
write or call - 
Haggai Institute, 
la Queen Victoria Street, 
Belfast, BT5 5BG. 

Phone: 01232 452022. 

Fax: 01232 452275 
E-mail: HaggaiUK@aol.com 

A registered Charity No 327623 to provide 
Evangaelistic Leadership for Christian People 


The Queen signs the visitors’ book 


On her arrival, the Queen and the Lord 
Lieutenant for Oxfordshire, Hugo 
Brunner are greeted by the Vicar, the 
Revd Andrew Tawn, and Team Rector and 
Rural Dean, Canon John Crowe. (Below) A 
thank you card, signed by everyone 
present, was given to the Queen by Jan 
Hiles, an ordinand from the church 


(Above) The Queen receives a 
posy from Lloyd Woodington 
(aged four) watched by his parents 
and Dr Tim Huins. 

(Top left) The Queen has tea with 
members of the Day Centre, the 
Silver Threads and the John 
Masefield Cheshire Home. (Below) 
With young servers from the 
church: Louise and Emily Hiles, 
Siobham Seeney and Paul Holden 


November 27, 1997 will never be forgotten in SS Mary and Berin. Church in the 
Oxfordshire village of Berinsfleld. ‘Why is the Queen coming?’ was everyone’s reac- 
tion to the news of her visit. The answer came from Buckingham Palace: ‘The village 
has been chosen because, although less affluent than some parts of South 
Oxfordshire, it is a dynamic community where there is clear vision and a sense of 
purpose’. After stops at the Health Centre, school and sports centre, the Queen 
arrived at the church, where she met members of the Anglican and Roman Catholic 
congregations, and representatives of community groups. The congregation is 
involved in many village organisations. The church was a natural focal point for the 
community to meet the Queen’, said the Vicar, Andrew Tawn. ‘She found time to talk 
to nearly everyone and to sit down for tea with some residents before she departed, 
leaving behind many proud memories’. Photographs by Frank Blackwell 


P.A.HODGES 


The Light Burden 


David Winter’s 


GROUNDS MAINTENANCE CONTRACTORS 

• Grass cutting Fora free, no 

• Hedge priming ami reduction 

• Tree pruning and removal 

• Hard and soft landscaping 

• Gates and fencing 

• Planting 

• Paving and road construction 

• Groundwork 

• Ponds and water features 

• Bark mulch and decorative dressings 

• Drainage, fields and surface water 

Contactocs to local anthoaba, industry and individuab. Fully rawed to Dmilboa 




The Lin Berwick Trust 

HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION FOR PEOPLE WITH 
DISABILITIES, THEIR FAMILY OR CARERS 

BERWICK COTTAGE 

First self-catering holiday accommodation by 
The Lin Berwick Trust, registered Charity No 803172 
for people with disabilities, their families and carers. 
Sleeps six, equipped with the most up to date 
technology for the disabled in the 
Norfolk Village of East Harling which has good 
facilities and Medical Practice. 

Tourist attractions nearby. 

Awarded Grade 1 by Holiday Care Service. 

For booking form, prices/ further information, 
contact: The Secretary 

01787 374893 

The Lin Berwick Trust No 803172, a charity providing 
holiday accommodation for people with disabilities, their 
family and carers. 


‘His yoke is easy, and his burden is light ’ (Matt 1 1:30) 

This is one of the deceptively simple sayings of Jesus. It 
doesn’t mean that putting on the ‘yoke’ of Jesus involves 
lesser demands than, say, the law of Moses, nor that 
being his disciple is a bed of roses. After all, he has made 
it plain that following him involves ‘taking up the cross 
daily’ - and during Lent we become familiar with the call 
to ‘deny ourselves’. 

Yet his burden is ‘light’. The Greek word used in the 
Gospels usually means ‘kind’. The yoke of Jesus is light or 
kind because he would not load us with cruel or unneces- 
sary burdens, and because - most crucially - the burden 
is to be shared, not carried on our own. Jesus does place 
responsibilities on his disciples. Of course he does. But he 
then offers to share them with us, if we ‘come to him’. 

And that is the heart of the matter. The burden we 
carry at his command was never meant to be a solo task! 
Yet often we are reluctant to ‘come to him’ for help with 
it, as though this would in some way be an admission of 
personal failure. Many of us know this feeling from daily 
life - a task is causing us worry and anxiety, but to admit 
we need help would suggest we weren’t ‘up to it’ in the 
first place. 

‘Come to me,’ says Jesus, ‘with your burden. Let’s share 
it. That way it will seem light’. 

This reflection is based on David Winter's book Forty Days with the 
Messiah (BRF, £5.99). Canon Winter is an assistant priest in the 
Hermitage Team Ministry. 
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